Allan Parachini Members:

Chair Merilee (Mia) Ako
Michael Perel
Patrick Stack

Ed Justus Cheryl Stiglmeier

Vice Chair Russell Wong

COUNTY OF KAUA'l CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION
NOTICE OF MEETING AND AGENDA
Monday, September 26, 2016
3:00 p.m. or shortly thereafter
Mo’ikeha Building, Liquor Conference Room 3
4444 Rice Street, Lihu'e, HI 96766

CALL TO ORDER

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Regular Open Session Minutes of August 22, 2016

BUSINESS
CRC 2016-14 Update on outreach for public education to include distribution points and media
outlets (Ongoing)

CRC 2016-17 Section 3.03 Proposal from Mr. Parachini as relates to staggered terms for
councilmembers for the 2018 ballot

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Next Meeting: Monday, October 24, 2016, 3:00 p.m., in the Mo’ikeha Building, Meeting Room
location 2 A/B.

ADJOURNMENT

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Pursuant to Hawai‘i Revised Statutes §92-7(a), the Commission may, when deemed necessary, hold an
executive session on any agenda item without written public notice if the executive session was not
anticipated in advance. Any such executive session shall be held pursuant to HRS §92-4 and shall be
limited to those items described in HRS §92-5(a). Discussions held in Executive Session are closed to
the public.

Cc: Deputy County Attorney Adam Roversi

An Equal Opportunity Employer



PUBLIC COMMENTS and TESTIMONY
Persons wishing to offer comments are encouraged to submit written testimony at least 24-hours prior
to the meeting indicating:

Your name and if applicable, your position/title and organization you are representing;

The agenda item that you are providing comments on; and

Whether you will be testifying in person or submitting written comments only; and

If you are unable to submit your testimony at least 24 hours prior to the meeting, please provide
10 copies of your written testimony at the meeting clearly indicating the name of the testifier;
and

5. Iftestimony is based on a proposed Charter amendment, list the applicable Charter provision.

AW N

While every effort will be made to copy, organize, and collate all testimony received, materials
received on the day of the meeting or improperly identified may be distributed to the members after the
meeting is concluded.

The Charter Commission rules limit the length of time allocated to persons wishing to present verbal
testimony to five (5) minutes. A speaker’s time may be limited to three (3) minutes if, in the discretion
of the chairperson or presiding member, such limitation is necessary to accommodate all persons
desiring to address the Commission at the meeting.

Send written testimony to:

Charter Review Commission

Attn: Barbara Davis

Office of Boards and Commissions

4444 Rice Street, Suite 150

Lihu‘e, HI 96766

E-mail:bdavis@kauai.gov

Phone: (808) 241-4919 Fax: (808)241-5127

SPECIAL ASSISTANCE
If you need an alternate format or an auxiliary aid to participate, please contact the Boards and
Commissions Support Clerk at (808) 241-4919 at least five (5) working days prior to the meeting.
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COUNTY OF KAUA'I
CHARTER REVIEW COMMISSION

PUBLIC EDUCATION - COUNTY WEBSITE

The only Charter Amendments were proposed by the Charter Review Commission for the 2016 election.
This ‘document’ was posted in the following places on the County website:

1. Residents Home Page — Under STAY CONNECTED Announcements & Current Events
module

2. Main Home Page — Under STAY CONNECTED Announcements & Current Events module
Charter Review Commission

Elections Page — Link to the Charter Commission webpage

Boards and Commissions Page

County Facebook

A

Full Ramseyer version of Charter

ARe. 20/6-1%

4444 Rice Street, Suite 150 o Lihu‘e, Hawai‘i 96766 e (808) 241-4919 e Fax (808) 241-5127



Legal Notice

Amendments to the Charter of the County of Kaua‘i and Ballot Questions
County of Kaua‘i
November 8, 2016
General Election

Pursuant to Hawai‘i Revised Statutes § 50-11 and Article XXIV, Section 24.03, of the County of
Kaua‘i Charter, the Kaua‘i Charter Review Commission is publishing the following Proposed
Amendments to the County of Kaua‘i Charter, which the Commission has approved for inclusion on
the 2016 general election ballot.

1. Proposing a Charter Amendment to the Charter of the County of Kaua‘i (2015
Codified Version) Articles I - XXXII relating to correcting gender neutrality,
grammatical, spelling, and formatting errors.

Ballot Question: Shall the charter be amended throughout to ensure that its language is to the greatest
extent possible gender neutral and to make changes to spelling, capitalization, punctuation, formatting, and
grammar?

Background: Since its adoption in 1968, the County Charter has been amended several times, resulting in
inconsistencies in word usage and formatting, as well as grammatical errors. Further, the charter refers to
gender-specific positions, such as “councilman” and “chairman.”

Purpose: The purpose of this amendment is to correct grammatical and formatting errors in the document,
without altering the meaning or purpose of its content. This amendment also seeks gender neutrality by
changing terms such as “councilman” to “councilperson” and “chairman” to “chair.”

Charter Amendment.
Articles I — XXXII of the Kaua‘i County Charter are amended to read as follows: (the following is a sample of
proposed changes; to review all proposed corrections to the charter please go to www.kauai.gov/charter)

Note: Charter material to be repealed is bracketed. New charter material is underscored.

The Charter of the County of Kaua‘i (2015 Codified Version)

ARTICLEI
THE COUNTY AND ITS GOVERNMENT

Section 1.01. Incorporation. The people of the [esuntyofKauna'i] County of Kaua'i are and shall continue to be
a body politic and corporate in perpetuity under the name of [“eountyof-Kauai] “County of Kaua’i’, referred to
hereinafter as the “county[:]”.

Section 1.02. Geographical Limits. The islands of Kaua‘i and Ni‘thau and all other islands lying within three
nautical miles off the shore thereof, and the waters adjacent thereto, shall constitute the [eounty—ofIauat]
County of Kaua'i with its county seat at Lihu‘e.

Section 1.03. County Elections.

A. Nonpartisan [Electiens:] elections. County elections shall be conducted in accordance with the state
election laws [ef-the-State] insofar as applicable, but all elective county officers shall be elected by nonpartisan

elections. (Amended 2012)
(T&1- "slic) (FoR Kauar)



B. Offices of the [Mayeor-and Prosecuting-Atterney:] mayor and prosecuting attorney.

1. For the offices of mayor and prosecuting attorney, the names of the two candidates receiving
the highest number of votes for these offices in the primary election shall be placed on the ballot for the
general election. However, if there is only one candidate for each of said offices, such candidate shall be
elected in the primary election. (Amended 2012)

2. At the general election, the candidates receiving the highest number of votes for mayor and
prosecuting attorney shall be elected. (Amended 2012)

3. Tie votes. In the event of a tie vote for mayor and prosecuting attorney in the primary or
general election, the winner shall be determined by a method of chance as determined by the county clerk.
(Amended 2012)

C. Office of [At-Large-Council members:] at-large councilmembers.

1. For at-large council offices, two candidates for each vacant at-large council office receiving the
highest number of votes in the primary election shall be placed on the ballot for the general election.
(Amended 2012)

2. At the general election, the candidates receiving the highest number of votes for each vacant at-
large council office shall be elected. (Amended 2012)

3. Tie votes. In the event of a tie vote for the last remaining at-large council office in the primary
election, the candidates receiving the same number of votes shall be placed on the ballot for the general
election. (Amended 2012)

In the event of a tie vote for the last remaining at-large council office in the general election, the winner
shall be determined by a method of chance as determined by the county clerk. (Amended 2012)
ARTICLE III
COUNTY COUNCIL

Section 3.01. Legislative Power. The legislative power of the county shall be vested in and exercised by the
county council, except as otherwise provided by this charter.

Section 3.02. Composition. There shall be a council of seven members elected at-large.
Section 3.03. Terms. The terms of office of councilmembers shall be for two years beginning at twelve o’clock
meridian on the first working day of December following their election. No person shall be elected to the office of
councilmember for more than four consecutive two year terms. (Amended 1980, 1984, 2006)
Section 3.04. Qualifications.

A. To be eligible for the council, a person must be a citizen of the United States and must have been a

duly qualified elector of the county for at least two years immediately preceding [hkis] such person’s election or
appointment.

B. Any [eouncilman] councilmember who removes [his] said councilmember’s residence from the county or
is convicted of a felony shall immediately forfeit [his] the office.

C. The council shall be the judge of the qualifications of its members and for that purpose shall have
power to subpoena witnesses, take testimony and require the production of records. Decisions made by the
council in the exercise of the powers granted in this subsection shall be subject to review by the Fifth Circuit
Court of the State of Hawai'i.




Section 3.05. Vacancy in Office. In the event a vacancy occurs in the council, the remaining members of the
council shall appoint a successor with the required qualifications to fill the vacancy for the unexpired term. If the
council is unable to fill a vacancy within [38)] thirty days after its occurrence, the mayor shall make the
appointment to such vacancy. The foregoing provisions shall apply in the event a person elected as [esuneilman]
councilmember dies before taking office; provided, however, that the vacancy shall be filled by the newly elected
council within thirty [(36)] days after the beginning of the new term.

Section 3.06 Compensation. The salary of each councilmember shall be established in accordance with the
provisions of [Artiele] article XXIX of this [Chazter]] charter. (Amended 1988, 2006)

Section 8.07. Organization of Council; Officers; Rules; Employees.

A. The council shall meet in the council room at the county building or in the Kaua‘i War Memorial
Convention Hall for its organization promptly after its inauguration and swearing-in ceremony at which time it
shall elect one of its members as [ehairman] chair and presiding officer of the council. Until such time as the
[ehairman] chair is elected, the mayor shall preside at the council meetings, provided that the mayor shall not
have a vote. The council shall also elect one of its members as [vee-chairman] vice-chair who shall act as the
presiding officer in the event of the [ehairman’s] chair’s absence. The council shall appoint a presiding officer pro
tempore from its members in the event of the absence of both the [ehairman] chair and [viee-chairman:] vice-
chair. A majority of the entire membership of the council shall constitute a quorum and, except as otherwise
provided, the affirmative vote of a majority of the entire membership shall be necessary to take any action.
(Amended 1984)

B. The council shall adopt such rules as it may deem necessary for the organization of committees and the
transaction of its business.

C. The council shall keep a journal of its proceedings.

D. The council may, upon an affirmative vote of at least two-thirds of its entire membership, suspend
without pay for not more than one month any member for disorderly or contemptuous behavior in its presence.
The presiding officer or the council by a majority vote may expel any other person who is guilty of disorderly,
contemptuous, or improper conduct at any meeting.

E. The council shall meet regularly at least twice in every month at such times as the council may
prescribe by rule. Special meetings may be held on the call of the mayor, [ekairman] chair, or by five or more
members. All council and council committee meetings shall be open to the public except as provided for in
[Chapter] chapter 92, Hawai'i Revised Statutes. (Amended 2008)

F. Council Staff. The council may appoint the necessary personnel for the transaction of its business, and
such appointments shall be subject to the civil service and classification requirements. The [ehairman] chair of
the council shall be the administrative officer of the staff employees. (Amended 2008)

2. Proposing a Charter Amendment to Article XII expanding the duties of the Fire
Chief and defining Authority to Execute Powers and Duties

Ballot Question: Shall the duties of the fire chief be clarified to include duties currently performed such as
addressing hazardous materials, emergency medical services, and ocean safety, and shall the reference to the
mayor’s authority to assign duties be removed?

Background: The section of the County Charter relating to the Fire Department was created before the Fire
Commission was formed. Therefore, the current language of the Charter does not specifically identify lines of
authority in assigning duties. Additionally, the Department has broadened its scope beyond fire control, to
include such functions as ocean safety, hazardous materials, and emergency services, which are currently not
reflected in the charter.




Purpose: This amendment would appropriately describe the current functions of the fire chief and the Fire
Department, as they relate to duties and authority.

Charter Amendment.
Article XII of the Kaua‘i County Charter is amended to read as follows:

Note: Charter material to be repealed is bracketed. New charter material is underscored.

ARTICLE XII
FIRE DEPARTMENT

Section 12.01. Organization. There shall be a fire department consisting of a chief, a fire commission, and the
necessary staff. (Amended 2006)

Section 12.02. Fire Chief. The fire chief shall be appointed and may be removed by the fire commission. [He} The
fire chief shall have had a minimum of five years of training and experience in fire prevention and [eontrel}
operations in private industry or government service, at least three years of which shall have been in a
responsible administrative capacity. (Amended 1980, 2006)

Section 12.03. Powers, Duties, and Functions. The fire chief shall be the administrative head of the fire
department and shall:

A. Appoint, train, equip, supervise and discipline the personnel of the fire department in accordance
with department rules and civil service regulations.

B. Provide [an] for a safer community through effective [program-and] leadership and programs [fer

county-wide] in fire prevention, [fre—eentrol-and] fire operations, hazardous materials, emergency medical
services, ocean safety, rescue operations and all hazards.

C. Control, manage and account for all property in the custody of the fire department.

D. Execute such other powers and duties as may be prescribed by law [er-assigned bythe-mayor].
Section 12.04. Fire Commission. There shall be a fire commission consisting of seven members. Commission
members shall be appointed by the mayor and approved by the council and be otherwise governed by the
provisions of section 23.02 of the charter. (Amended 2006)

Section 12.05. Powers, Duties, and Functions of the Fire Commission. The fire commission shall:

A. Adopt rules necessary for the conduct of its business and review rules for the administration of the
department.

B. Review the annual budget prepared by the fire chief and make recommendations thereon to the
mayor and the council.

C. Review the department’s operations, as deemed necessary, for the purpose of recommending
improvements to the fire chief.

D. Evaluate at least annually the performance of the fire chief and submit a report to the mayor and the
council.

E. Hear complaints of citizens concerning the department or its personnel and, if the commission deems
necessary, make recommendations to the fire chief on appropriate corrective actions.

F. Submit an annual report to the mayor and the council regarding its activities.




Except for purposes of inquiry or as otherwise provided in this charter, neither the commission nor its members
shall interfere in any way with the administrative affairs of the department. (Amended 2006)

3. Proposing a Charter Amendment to Article XIV Establishing a Zoning Board of
Appeals to assist the Planning Commission in providing a due process for
Appellants

Ballot Question: Shall a zoning board of appeals be established to hear appeals from decisions of the
planning director and to conduct evidentiary hearings at the request of the planning commission?

Background: The rising number of contested case hearings has increased the need for the Planning
Commission to hire hearings officers. The proposed Zoning Board of Appeals would be a seven-member board
that would hear appeals regarding zoning and subdivision ordinances and would conduct evidentiary
hearings. The creation of a Zoning Board of Appeals would eliminate the need to continuously hire hearings
officers. The members of the proposed board would not be compensated and would be appointed by the mayor
with the approval of the council.

Purpose: This amendment establishes a Zoning Board of Appeals that would hear appeals of the planning
director’s decisions regarding violations of the zoning and subdivision ordinance, thereby eliminating the need
to hire hearings officers to perform this duty.

Charter Amendment.
Article XIV of the Kaua‘i County Charter is amended to read as follows:

Note: Charter material to be repealed is bracketed. New charter material is underscored.

ARTICLE XIV
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

Section 14.01. Organization. There shall be a planning department consisting of a planning commission, a
zoning board of appeals, a planning director, and the necessary staff.

Section 14.03. Duties and Functions of the Planning Commission. The planning commission shall:

A. Advise the mayor, council and planning director in matters concerning the planning program for the
county.

B. Review the general plan and development plans and modifications thereof developed and
recommended by the planning director. The commission shall transmit such plans with its
recommendations thereon, through the mayor, to the council for its consideration and action.

C. Review zoning and subdivision ordinances and amendments thereto developed and recommended by
the planning director. The commission shall transmit such ordinances with its recommendations
thereon, through the mayor, to the council for its consideration and action. The commission shall
recommend approval or rejection of such ordinances in whole or in part and with or without
modifications.

D. Hear and determine [petitiens] applications for [varying-the-applieation] variance from [efthe] zoning
and subdivision ordinances with respect to a specific parcel of land and may grant such a variance

pursuant to [varianee] provisions established by the council [in$he-zoning] by ordinance.

E. Adopt regulations having the force and effect of law pertaining to the responsibilities of the
department.




F. Prepare a capital improvement program with the advice of the mayor, complementing and reflecting
the [S]state and [E]federal [R]programs for the [G]county.

G. Have the discretion to refer hearings to the zoning board of appeals. Once the planning commission
refers a matter to the zoning board of appeals, the zoning board of appeals shall make all Findings of

Fact. Conclusions of Law and Decisions and Orders without further review or approval by the
planning commission.

[6] H. Perform such other related duties as may be necessary to fulfill its responsibilities under this charter.

Section 14.12. Zoning Board of Appeals. The board shall consist of seven members appointed by the
mayor with the approval of the council. Board membership shall be representative of the community. and at
least one member should have knowledge and awareness of environmental concerns by way of the person’s
education, training, occupation. or experience: at least one member should have knowledge and awareness of
business concerns by way of the person’s education, training. occupation, or experience: and at least one
member should have knowledge and awareness of labor concerns by way of the person’s education, training,

occupation, or experience.

Section 14.13. Duties and Functions of the Zoning Board of Appeals. In accordance with such

principles, conditions and procedures prescribed by ordinance or administrative rule, the zoning board of
appeals shall:

1. Conduct hearings in accordance with Chapter 91, Hawaii Revised Statutes regarding the violation of
the zoning and subdivision ordinance and the regulations adopted thereunder;

2. Hear and determine appeals alleging error from any person aggrieved by a decision or order of the
director regarding the application. interpretation or enforcement of zoning and subdivision ordinances
as prescribed by ordinance;:

3. Conduct hearings for land-use-related appeals which the board may be required to pass on pursuant

to the charter or ordinance; and

4. Adopt rules of procedure for the conduct of the board’s business.

The zoning board of appeals shall be part of the department for administrative purposes and the county shall
provide necessary training, administrative, and legal assistance to the board.

Section [14-12] 14.14. Appeals. Appeals from any decision of the planning commission or the zoning board of
appeals shall be instituted in the circuit court within thirty {30)] days after service of a certified copy of the
decision of the commission or the board. All commission and board proceedings and appeals shall be in conformity
with the Hawai'i Administrative Procedure Act.

4. Proposing a Charter Amendment to Article XVIII Relating to the Civil Defense Agency

Ballot Question: Shall the county Civil Defense Agency be renamed the Emergency Management Agency
and its organization clarified consistent with state law?

Explanation: Hawaii State law recently renamed the “Civil Defense Agency” to the “Emergency
Management Agency.” Therefore, the current language of the Charter referring to the Civil Defense Agency is
inconsistent with state law. Additionally, the Charter does not currently assign a department administrator
or director.

Purpose: This amendment seeks to establish an administrator of the County Emergency Management
Agency, and ensures that the Charter language is consistent with State law by renaming the Civil Defense
Agency to the Emergency Management Agency.




Charter Amendment.
Article XVIII of the Kaua'‘i County Charter is amended to read as follows:

Note: Charter material to be repealed is bracketed. New charter material is underscored.

ARTICLE XVIII
[EPALDEFENSEAGENCY] EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY

Section 18.01. [Civil Defense-Ageney:] Emergency Management Agency. There shall be [a-eivil defense-ageney]
an emergency management agency whose powers, duties, functions and organization shall be as provided by law.

Section 18.02. Mayor to Declare State of Emergency. The power to declare a state of disaster or emergency is
conferred on the mayor. The mayor may declale an emer gency when the peace, hfe property, health or safety of
the commumty are endangered g

aeeerdaﬂee—wa%h—the—ehaﬁer] (Amended 1984)

Section 18.03. [Givil Defense Contingeney Fund.] Emergency Management Contingency Fund. The council shall

provide in the annual budget [a-eivil-defensecontingeney-fund] an emergency management contingency fund of
not less than $50,000.00 to be expended by the mayor for public purposes during any state of emergency or

disaster. A report containing a complete accounting of all such expenditures shall be made as soon as practicable
to the council. (Amended 1984)

Section 18.04. Organization. The county, under the mavor's direction, shall provide a county-level
administrator or director of the county emergency management agency, and technical, administrative, and
other personnel; office space; furniture: equipment; supplies; and funds necessary to carry out the purposes of

this chapter. The administrator or director of the county emergency management agency shall be subject to
chapter 76 of the Hawai'i Revised Statutes.

5. Proposing a Charter Amendment to Articles XXII and XXIV relating to the
percentage of required voters for an initiative petition, a referendum petition, or a
charter amendment petition and to specify what is a charter amendment as well as
to enable the county clerk to determine whether the proposal is a valid charter
amendment.

Ballot Question: Shall the percentage of registered voter signatures required to start the initiative or
referendum process be reduced to 10 percent from 20 percent, and shall the percentage of registered voter
signatures required to start the charter amendment process via voter petition be increased to 10 percent from 5
percent?

Explanation: Currently, the Charter requires that voters seeking to propose an ordinance or referendum by
petition be signed by no less than 20 percent of registered voters in the previous general election. A charter
amendment by petition must be signed by no less than five percent of the number of registered voters in the
prior general election. This creates an inconsistency in the percentage of voters required to change, enact or
reject county laws, and to amend the County Charter.

Purpose: This amendment seeks to decrease the number of registered voters required to propose an initiative
or referendum, from 20 percent to 10 percent of registered voters in the prior election. It also seeks to increase
the percentage of voters required to propose a charter amendment by petition from 5 percent to 10 percent.
This makes the required percentage consistent at 10 percent for those wishing to propose an ordinance,
referendum or charter amendment.

Ballot Question: Shall it be specified what constitutes a charter amendment, and shall the processing of a
proposed charter amendment via voter petition be revised to enable the county clerk to determine whether the
proposal is a valid charter amendment?




Explanation: The Charter currently requires that a charter amendment petition be presented to the County
Council. It does not define a charter amendment or its limitations, nor does it specifically authorize a party to
determine whether the proposal would be a valid charter amendment.

Purpose: The purpose of this amendment is to authorize the County Clerk, subject to court approval, to

determine whether a proposed charter amendment is valid. It also seeks to limit a charter amendment to
addressing the form or structure of county government, and not as a vehicle to adopt local legislation.

Charter Amendment.
Articles XXII and XXIV of the Kaua‘i County Charter is amended to read as follows:

Note: Charter material to be repealed is bracketed. New charter material is underscored.

ARTICLE XXII
INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM

Section 22.03. Submission Requirement.

A. Voters seeking to propose an ordinance by initiative shall submit an initiative petition addressed to
the council and containing the full text of the proposed ordinance. The initiative petition shall be filed with the
clerk of the council at least ninety-six (96) hours prior to any regular council committee meeting.

B. Voters seeking referendum on an ordinance shall submit a referendum petition addressed to the
council, identifying the particular ordinance and requesting that it be either repealed or referred to the voters of
the county.

C. Each initiative or each referendum petition must be signed by registered voters comprising not less
than [twentypereent+(20%)] ten percent (10%) of the number of voters registered in the last general election.
(Amended 2012)

D. If an initiative or referendum measure is to be placed on the ballot in a general election, the initiative
and referendum petitions must be submitted not less than one hundred twenty (120) calendar days prior to the
day scheduled for the general election in the county. (Amended 1976, 2012)

ARTICLE XXIV
CHARTER AMENDMENT

Section 24.01. [Initiatien-ef-Amendments] Initiation and substance of amendments. Any amendment to this
charter is limited in substance to amending the form or structure of county government. It is not a vehicle
through which to adopt local legislation. Amendments to this charter may be initiated only in the following
manner:

A. By resolution of the county council adopted after two readings on separate days and passed by a
vote of five or more members of the council.

B. By petition [presented—to—the—eounecil;] filed with the county clerk, signed by registered voters
comprising not less than [five—pereent] ten percent of the number of voters registered in the last general
election, setting forth the proposed amendments. Such petitions shall designate and authorize not less than
three nor more than five of the signers thereto to approve any alteration or change in the form or language or
any restatement of the text of the proposed amendments which may be [made] suggested by the county
attorney. (Amended 2012)

Upon filing of such petition [with-the-eouneil], the county clerk shall examine it to see whether it is a valid

charter amendment. If the county clerk concludes the measure is a valid charter amendment, the clerk shall
then examine it to see whether it contains a sufficient number of valid signatures of registered voters.
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(Amended 2012)

If the county clerk concludes the measure is not a valid charter amendment, the county clerk is required to
seek a declaratory ruling. If the ruling finds the amendment valid. the clerk shall then examine it to see
whether it contains a sufficient number of valid signatures of registered voters. If the ruling finds the
amendment to be invalid. the clerk shall so certify and provide the reasoning for that ruling.

6. Proposing a Charter Amendment Relating to Article XXIV Establishing A
Permanent Charter Review Commission.

Ballot Question: Shall the Charter Review Commission be an ongoing commission?

Explanation: The Charter establishes a seven-member commission, called the Charter Review Commission,
to study and review the operation of the county government. The current language of the charter states that
the Commission will expire on December 31, 2016. A new commission can reconvene in 10 years, with
members to be appointed by the mayor and approved by the council.

Purpose: This amendment seeks to remove the expiration date of the Charter Review Commission and
eliminates the 10-year intervals between the creation of the commissions, thereby establishing a permanent
Charter Review Commission.

Charter Amendment.
Article XXTIV of the Kaua'i County Charter is amended to read as follows:

Note: Charter material to be repealed is bracketed. New charter material is underscored.

ARTICLE XXIV
CHARTER AMENDMENT

Section 24.03. Charter Review. The mayor with the approval of the council shall appoint, with appropriate
staffing, a charter commission composed of seven members who shall serve in accordance with Section 23.02C
of this Charter to study and review the operation of the county government under this charter. [for-a—peried-of
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commission-at-tenyear-intervals:] In the event the commission deems changes are necessary or desirable, the
commission may propose amendments to the existing charter or draft a new charter which shall be submitted

to the county clerk. The county clerk shall provide for the submission of such amendments or new charter to
the voters at any general or special election as may be determined by the commission. The commission shall
publish summaries of any such amendments or new charter not less than thirty (30) days before any election
at least once in a newspaper of general circulation within the county and the entire text of the amendments or
new charter by electronic or online publication on the official website of the County of Kaua‘i. (Amended 2006,
2014)

A. Unless a new charter is submitted to the voters, each amendment to the charter shall be voted on
separately.

B. If a majority of the voters voting upon a charter amendment votes in favor of it or a new charter, if
a new charter is proposed, the amendment or new charter shall become effective at the time fixed in the
amendment or charter, or if no time is fixed, thirty (30) days after its adoption by the voters. Summaries of
any new charter or amendment shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation within the county,
and the entire text published by electronic or online publication on the official website of the County of Kaua‘i
not more than thirty (30) days after its adoption. (Amended 2014)

For further information on the Charter Review Commission, please go to www.kauai.gov and click
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on “Charter Review Commission” or contact the Office of Boards and Commaissions at 241-4919,
County Clerk Elections Division at 241-4800, or 241-4924 (tel/trs), Monday — Friday, between 7:45
a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

/s/ Allan Parachini /s/ Jade K. Fountain-Tanigawa
Chairperson County Clerk
Charter Review Commission County of Kaua'‘i
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Section 3.03. Terms. The [terms] term of office of
councilmembers shall be for [two] four years beginning at twelve
o'clock meridian on the first working day of December following
their election. No person shall be elected to the office of
councilmember for more than [four] two consecutive [two] four
year terms. The terms shall be staggered to ensure that four
council members are elected in one two-year election cycle and
three council members in the next two-year election cycle.

In the first election after staggered terms are approved by
voters, and in this election only, he four candidates who
received the highest numbers of votes shall be deemed elected to
full four-year terms and the three members who received to
lowest numbers votes will be deemed elected to two year
transitional terms.

Ballot question: Shall the terms of County Council members be
extended from two to four years, staggered to promote
institutional memory, to be phased in during the first election
cycle after adoption of this amendment, when three members will
serve two-year terms and four members shall serve four-year
terms?
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