
The Proposed New Municipal Solid Waste Landfill  
and Resource Recovery Park at Ma‘alo, Kaua‘i 

Route D begins at the driveway at the 
Roberts Hawaii depot on Kūhiō Highway and 
follows an existing cane-haul road to 
Driveway 3 and the Proposed site. If the 
Alternate RRP site is implemented, a portion 
of Driveway 1 or 2 would also be developed. 

The following improvements would be 
recommended for Route D: 

 Modify the highway intersection and 
install a traffic signal synchronized with 
the one at the nearby Kupule Hwy / 
Kūhiō Hwy intersection 

 Widen and pave Roberts Hawaii 
Driveway and the cane haul roads 

 Estimated cost for roadway 
improvements: $14.3 million (plus  
$5.4–$6.8 million if Alternate RRP site is 
implemented)  

  4 

Access Route D: ROBERTS HAWAII DRIVEWAY Length: 2.2 miles 

Access Route C: LAULIMA STREET Length: 1.7 miles 

Route C follows Laulima Street from its Kūhiō 
Highway junction to a nearby cane haul road 
(Driveway 3), where it runs behind 
Hanamā‘ulu’s Laukona Street before 
continuing north to the Proposed Landfill site.  
If the Alternate RRP site is implemented, a 
portion of Driveway 1 or 2 would also be 
developed. 

The following improvements would be 
recommended for Route C: 

 Modify the highway intersection and install 
a traffic signal (recommended in the future 
regardless) 

 Widen and repave Laulima Street; widen 
and pave the cane haul roads 

 Estimated cost for roadway improvements: 
$12.5 million (plus $5.4–$6.8 million if 
Alternate RRP site is implemented)  
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The County of Kaua‘i proposes to establish  
a new municipal solid waste landfill at 
Ma‘alo, a 280-acre parcel of grass and 
pasture land located between Līhu‘e and 
Wailua. More than 100,000 tons of municipal 
solid waste are generated on Kaua‘i each 
year, and the County’s only existing landfill  
at Kekaha is reaching capacity and needs  
to be closed.  

To help select the best route for landfill 
vehicles to use between the Proposed 
Landfill site and Kūhiō Highway, the County 
is conducting a Traffic and Roadways 
Engineering Feasibility Study (TREFS) and 
requesting public input and comments. The 
study assesses traffic impacts, required 
roadway improvements, and social impacts 
for four potential access routes (A, B, C, D).  
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To better assess the 
social impacts of vehicles 
using any one of the 
potential routes to access 
the Proposed Landfill and 
Resource Recovery Park, 
the County seeks more 
input from residents, 
businesses, and property 
owners.  

This fact sheet presents 
an overview of the four 
potential routes so you 
can be better informed 
when completing the 
enclosed public comment 
sheet.  

Thank you for your input.  



 

Route B follows ‘Ehiku Street from its Kūhiō Highway junction past the Isenberg neighborhood of 
Līhu‘e and continues to the junction at Ma‘alo Road. From there, the route to the Proposed Landfill 
site is the same as Route A (using either Driveway 1 or Driveway 2).  

The following improvements would be recommended for Route B: 

 Modify the highway intersection and signal operation; upgrade pedestrian facilities 

 Modify the intersection of ‘Ehiku Street and Ma‘alo Road 

 Reconstruct a  large culvert under ‘Ehiku Road 

 Widen & repave ‘Ehiku Street & Ma‘alo Road; widen and pave cane haul roads; provide utilities 

 Estimated cost for roadway improvements: $41.8–$43.3 million 

Access Route B: ‘EHIKU STREET Length: 5.6–5.7 miles 
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Access Route A: MA‘ALO ROAD Length: 4.7–4.8 miles 

Route A follows Ma‘alo Road from its Kūhiō Highway junction for 1.8 miles to an intersection with 
an existing cane haul road; after 1 mile the route would either continue straight for another 1 mile 
directly to the Proposed Landfill site (Driveway 1), or detour slightly north to avoid an area with 
wetlands (Driveway 2).  

The following improvements would be recommended for Route A: 

 Modify the highway intersection; install a traffic signal when conditions warrant 

 Widen a small bridge and straighten a sharp curve on Ma‘alo Road 

 Widen and repave Ma‘alo Road; widen and pave the cane haul roads; provide utilities 

 Estimated cost for roadway improvements: $35.3–$36.7 million 
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