THE S T A T E OF HAWAII AND COUNTY OF K A U A I
FILM P E R M ITTING PROCESS FOR

Commercial Filming & Photography on Kauai
DETERMINE IF YOU NEED A PERMIT
Will you be profiting in anyway by these photos or videos? Either now or in the future? If so, this is considered COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY and requires a
permit for filming on State or County property. Commercial Activity for which a permit is required would include a beach wedding, a baby christening,
or a memorial service as possible examples. Commercial activity pursuant to HAR 13-221-2, "means the use of or activity on state land for which
compensation is received by any person for goods or services or both redered to customers or particiants in that use or activity. General Terms and
Conditions for Commercial Activity

DETERMINE YOUR PHOTOGRAPHY LOCATION(S) AND LOCATION OWNERSHIP
Determine the location of your commercial activity as precisely as possible. When you are scouting a location, note the address and (if possible)
exact coordinates based on your mapping software. Once the location has been specified, go to the Kauai GIS System or the State PLTIS System.
Determine the owner of the property by clicking on the subject property. If it falls under the State you will apply on the State Film Website. If it
is County owned property, then you will need to apply for a County permit at the FilmKauai website. If it is private property, you will need to get
permission from the private property owner. Not all sites are permittable. If there are any questions about whether or not the State or County
will allow filming in a particular location, please contact the respective agencies: State of Hawaii Film Office: 808-586-8570 or
info@hawaiifilmoffice.com or for the County: info@filmkauai.com or 808-241-4953. Please inquire PRIOR to submitting an application. The
State Film Office will then determine the appropriate State agencies involved and coordinate with the appropriate agencies.

FOR STATE PERMITS - DETERMINE THE TYPE OF PERMIT THAT YOU REQUIRE
Wiki Permit - For Commercial Activity/Beach Weddings. Wiki Permits is an online permitting service which allows authorized applicants to reserve and
purchase right-of-entry (ROE) permits for commercial activity on unencumbered land, specifically, State public beaches. Hawaii Administrative Rules
(HAR) §13-221-35 requires persons conducting commercial activities on State unencumbered land to obtain a permit from the Department.
Commercial activity for which a permit is required would include a beach wedding, a baby christening, or a memorial service, as possible examples.
Commercial activity, pursuant to HAR §13-221-2, "means the use of or activity on state land for which compensation is received by any person for goods or
services or both rendered to customers or participants in that use or activity ... " It is essential that all commercial activity for which a permit is obtained
comply with the General Terms and Conditions for Commercial Activity. Please click on the link for the Terms and Conditions of this permit.
Open and Accessible ePermit Application: This permit allows you to apply for an O/A ePermits to film and photograph on State of Hawaii DLNR
Open/Accessible Sites only. The application process is described below. To qualify, you must adhere to the following criteria:
1. No more than 20 cast & crew in total, on location;
2. No more than 4 vehicles (No vehicle larger than a 15-passenger van);
3. No large props/sets;
4. No water activity;
5. No use of animals, special effects, helicopters, UAs (aka drone), picture vehicles, water vessels, simulated gunfire or explosives;
6. No special parking arrangements; and
7. Equipment needs cannot require special attention or create public disturbances (e.g. long cables, noisy generators, dolly tracks).
8. All productions applying for an ePermits account and film permits must have a current Certificate of Insurance (COI) that meets the State’s
requirements.
If your production meets the criteria above, you may apply for an O/A ePermit. If your production does not meet the criteria above, you will need to
obtain a Standard Film Permit. For a list of Open and Accessible Sites for Kauai, please click here.
Standard Film Permit - This is the most common type of permit for Film, Television and Commercial Productions. Productions may list specific StateAdministered locations at which they intend to film along with proposed dates and times. Most permits should be submitted at least *Five (5) working
days prior to the first date of usage (Prep/shooting).

PERMITTING AND LOCATION FEES
Location Fees: Most State-administered and County locations are free to use for filming, but there are several exceptions: airports, harbors, and highways
under the jurisdiction of the Department of Transportation are $100/day; small boat harbors, launch ramps, and beaches under the Department of Land
and Natural Resources / Division of Boating and Ocean Recreation are $100/day; parks and beaches under the Department of Land and Natural
Resources / Division of State Parks have a $100/day nonrefundable fee; and locations that fall under the Dept. of Hawaiian Home Lands are $1,000/day.
Depending on the complexity or sensitivity of the shoot, productions may also be required to have supervisory state personnel present on location during
a shoot at $60 per hour (with a 4-hour minimum per day). Use of DLNR’s waterborne vessels for monitoring purposes will be charged a $50 per hour fee
(with a 4-hour minimum per day).

GET YOUR INSURANCE CERTIFICATE FROM YOUR INSURANCE PROVIDER
Click here for minimum Insurance Requirements as required by State Law. Click here for the County of Kauai insurance requirements. This
must be submitted along with your permit application. Your permit application will not be processed until the insurance certificate requirement
is met.

APPLY FOR YOUR PERMIT! ANY QUESTIONS? CONTACT THE FILM OFFICE.
Permit links:
Hawaii State Film Office - Wiki Permit
Hawaii Film Office - O&A Permit
Hawaii Film Office - Standard Permit
County of Kauai Film Permit
Sample State Application and Documents
Timeframes: Standard Film Permits require five (5) working days. Some locations may take longer to process.
DOFAW - Forestry locations require 14 business days for processing

DRONES, WATER FILMING AND OTHER MISCELLANOUS INFORMATION
There are special rules that pertain to drones and filming in or on the Ocean.
Drones - Drones are reviewed on a case-by-case basis and require a minimum 14 business day turnaround. Please go here for more information.
Water Activities: Any photography that is taken from a vessel on or any filming in the water requires a water safety letter, water safety person credential,
vessel registration and captains' credentials for any motorized vessel. Please go here for more information.
Film Permit Applications must list specific locations (other than DLNR Open/Accessible Sites). Locations listed as “TBD” cannot be processed. A copy of a
map with a pin

FILMING IN SENSITIVE LOCATIONS
The Hawai‘i Film Office will help productions understand and navigate the cultural and environmental sensitivities that make Hawai‘i such a special
place. When choosing a location, it’s easy to get caught up in the beauty of the place or how perfectly it fits within the script. Producers and location
managers should be aware though, that depending on the location, there may be cultural or environmental sensitivities to consider:
Certain public lands are adjacent to communities who have concerns about using the area for filming.
Some areas are nature preserves, wildlife sanctuaries or home to endangered marine life.
Ancient burial sites are not uncommon, especially in undeveloped areas.
Many forested areas shroud ancient lo‘i kalo (taro terraces), heiau (religious temple) or other archaeological sites.
There are certain places that require a special process when being requested for filming. These include Natural Area Reserves, marine reserves,
‘Iolani Palace, Washington Place, Mauna ‘Ala (the Royal Mausoleum), the King Kamehameha Statue in Honolulu, and Ali‘iolani Hale. Certainly
filming in proximity of endangered marine mammals and other certain species falls in this category as well.
A common tradition in Hawai‘i is to have a blessing performed on the first day of filming at a particular location to properly ask permission for the use of
the site and protection from injury during the filming process. In some cases, productions coordinate blessings at each location they intend to use. The
kahu, or priest performing the blessing may also serve as a cultural resource as to the proper protocol expected at the location. We also are able to refer
productions to historical, cultural and language experts who can provide critical guidance for any given film production, whether or not the content of
the project is specific to Hawai‘i or the Hawaiian culture.
So we ask that you consider yourself an honored guest in our home. And before you fall in love with a location, please check with the State or County
Film Office to see if it is, in fact, available for filming. We are happy to assist productions in determining what areas may be sensitive and refer inquiries
to specific resources that can assist with location requests. Feel free to contact the staff at the State of Hawai‘i Film Office at 808-586-2570 or the County
of Kauai at 808-241-4953.

