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For Aunty Stella Burgess, whose never-fading aloha will be remembered by the people she blessed and in the places she kept. A source, a pillar, a steward of Hawaiian culture for the South Shore community and island.

DISCLAIMER

The Hawaiian translation of the South Kaua‘i Community Plan and the South Kauai Community Plan Ordinance are translated and published in Hawaiian for reference and informational purposes only. The County of Kaua‘i cannot guarantee the
accuracy of any translated text. Any person or entity that relies on the translated text and content does so at their own risk. The County of Kaua‘i shall not be liable for any claims or losses caused by reliance on the accuracy and reliability of the translated
text. The translation is not a substitute for the official South Kaua‘i Community Plan or the South Kaua'i Community Plan Ordinance. If any discrepancies between the original English text and the Hawaiian translation exist, the original English version
shall prevail and be the authoritative version of the law and policy.



1T INTRODUCTION

The South Kauai Community Plan (SKCP) is an update to the 1978 Koloa-Po’ipt-Kalaheo Development Plan. It is a long-
range plan with a 20-year time horizon, from 2015 to 2035, and is one of six regional plans for the island referred to as
Development Plans in the County of Kaua‘i Charter, Article XIV (Figure 1-1). The plan is driven by a community vision
that calls for balanced, responsible development that enhances existing communities and preserves the local rural lifestyle.
It provides guidance for the future growth and physical development of the South Kaua'i region. The plan will direct public
policy and land use decision making to address growth management and embrace themes of sustainability, urban form,

and resource protection.

1.1 PLANNING AREA

The boundary of the South Kauai Community Plan planning district (Planning District) generally follows the Koloa
judicial district boundary except along the western boundary which is defined by Wahiawa Gulch. The eastern boundary
follows Ha‘upu mountain ridge, Knudsen Gap, and Mount Kahili (Figure 1-1). The Planning District includes the towns of
Po‘ipt, Kukui‘ula, Kdloa, ‘Oma’, Lawa‘i, and Kalaheo and encompasses an area of approximately 31,300 acres (49 square
miles).It is home to the second largest population on the island with 11,000 residents.

Figure 1-1: South Kaua‘i Planning District
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1.2 PLANNING PROCESS

There are four major steps in the development of this community plan (see Figure 1-2). The first involves background
research and developing an understanding of the community’s core values and existing conditions. This information was
compiled into a Community Profile that is available as a separate document. The second step includes the development of
vision statements for each of the major communities and the Planning District as a whole. Alternative scenarios were also
investigated. Step three narrows down the alternatives into a preferred development scenario with accompanying policies,
guidelines, priorities, and action plans summarized into a draft community plan. The final step involves the adoption
process which includes Planning Commission and County Council review and approvals.

Figure 1-2: Four Step Planning Process
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1.3 COMMUNITY OUTREACH

Community involvement is critical to helping the planning process create an informed vision for the future of South
Kaua‘i. Initiated in April 2013, this plan is the result of an extensive public outreach process that allowed for community
input at various stages of plan development. A summary of the community outreach process is provided in Appendix A of

the South Kaua'i Community Plan.

1.3.1 Citizens Advisory Committee
As part of the planning process a Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) was formed to provide balanced representation

from different community and business interests as well as representatives from the different towns within the planning
area. The 15-member Citizens Advisory Committee was appointed by the Mayor and tasked to advise the project team in
the development of the community plan. They have been instrumental in developing the land use and multimodal
transportation maps and various concepts presented in this report. Eleven CAC meetings were held throughout the
planning process and the CAC has reviewed and commented on drafts of this report. The community plan is a compilation
of their vision as representatives of their beloved South Kauai communities and the desire for a better tomorrow for

generations to come.
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Figure 1-3: Community Outreach Timeline
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1.3.2 Public Meetings
Community input and comments were sought at various times and locations from South Kaua‘i residents and stakeholders.

First, a series of public kick-off meetings were held. 6,326 “wish cards” were mailed as invitations to the events in Koloa,
Kalaheo, and Po‘ip.

Then, a series of small group meetings and interviews were conducted. The Koloa Plantation Days provided another
opportunity for community input. Next, community members participated in a 3-day intensive design workshop to help
develop alternative plan scenarios. Lastly, the planning process concluded with a public open house meeting to share the
draft plan prior to Planning Commission and County Council meetings required for adoption. Figure 1-3 shows the
schedule of public events woven between the CAC meetings and deliverables.
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Mapping stations at the kick-off meetings provided an opportunity for the public to identify issues
and opportunities through the region. (Photo Credit: Dennis Fuiimoto/The Garden Island)
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1.3.3 Online and Print Outreach
Website — A website was created as a way to easily disseminate information and updates about the plan to the community.

The website provides an overview of the plan, links to resources, document downloads, a mailing list sign-up, calendar of

events, and an image gallery. The address is: www.southkauaicp.com.

Surveys — Public surveys were administered to understand the most important elements of the plan as identified by the
community. The online versions posted were identical to the printed surveys distributed at workshops and events, and the
results were tabulated together. Two online surveys were distributed through the South Kaua‘i community plan website and
hosted by SurveyMonkey.com.

Photo Campaign - An Instagram photo campaign was launched at the Koloa Plantation Days festival to provide another
way for the younger community to get involved in the planning process. The online photo campaign was initiated to attract
a larger audience and expand community outreach. Entrants were asked to submit photos via Instagram showing their
most cherished places in South Kaua‘i or themed places as determined by the project team. Winning photo submissions
were selected and are featured here in the South Kaua‘i Community Plan.

Wish Cards - As noted, 6,326 wish cards were mailed to all South Kaua‘i residents as invitations to the three public kick-off

events. The cards asked residents to express their “wish for South Kaua‘i.” Some participants wrote text descriptions, others
drew pictures. Index cards, distributed at the community meetings, served the same purpose.

Social Media - The County of Kaua‘i Planning Department’s Facebook page was used as a platform to keep the community
informed and updated of the planning process and to gain feedback.


http://www.southkauaicp.com/

2 COMMUNITY VISION
2.1  VISION STATEMENTS

The vision statements for the overall South Kaua‘i Planning District and the five individual towns were developed from the
nearly 700 individual comments collected during the community kick-off events and outreach. "Word clouds" generated
from the comments highlighted the most important issues and inspired the statements. The overall vision for the South
Kaua‘'i Community Plan region is provided below. The vision statements for the individual towns are shown in bold in the
following sections and capture the unique hopes for the future of each town. The current vision statements are followed by
the Kaua‘i General Plan’s vision statements from the 2000 update, shown in italics, and the word clouds.

4 )

South Kauai is comprised of distinct rural communities, each
embracing its own rich cultural, natural, and historic heritage,
but well-connected through safe and efficient transportation
networks. Balanced, responsible development enhances existing
communities, preserving the local rural lifestyle that embodies
\ South Kaua'‘i and is cherished by residents and visitors alike. J

KOLOA will be a thriving commercial and residential community that maintains its rural feel and historic “old town”

charm by preserving, enhancing and protecting its vast cultural treasures.

Koloa's history is preserved through the plantation/western architecture in the town core, its historic churches, and other
historic buildings. In the town core, renovations and new buildings follow the style of “Old Koloa Town.” Shaded by building
canopies and large trees, pedestrian walkways connect “pockets” of public parking at each end of town. The town provides
Koloa and Poipii residents with vital services such as grocery stores, the Post Office, and the Neighborhood Center. Both
visitors and residents are also attracted to Koloa because of its unique shops, restaurants and taverns. Outside of town, the
former Koloa Sugar Mill is in active use as a light industrial center and a food processing and packing facility. Coffee, papaya
and other export crops are being grown on former sugar lands.
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2.1.2 Po’ipu

PO‘IPU will be a world-class, sustainable resort destination serving residents and visitors alike, developed
responsibly, with clean, healthy beaches and ocean environments, welcoming parks and preserved heritage resources,
all well-connected and accessible to everyone.

Po‘ipii is a beach resort that accommodates both a residential community and the island’s largest Visitor Destination Area.
Supported by the growing community of Kukui‘ula to the west and by historic Koloa Town to the north, Poipi is home to
about 40 percent of Kaua'is resort accommodations and is a major center of employment. Po'ipii is known for its many
outdoor recreation opportunities, afforded by its beaches, surf breaks, diving spots, golf courses, and tennis facilities. Bicycle
tours use old agricultural roads belonging to Grove Farm and McBryde. Walkers, joggers and bicyclists enjoy the continuous
pedestrian/bicycle pathway that runs along the shoreline from the Spouting Horn to Maha‘ulepi.
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2.1.3 Kalaheo

KALAHEO will remain as a residential community enhanced by a neighborhood-scaled commercial center and
supported by small local businesses.

In Kalaheo, numerous homes dot the hillsides mauka of town and around Kukuiolono Park. The population of Kalaheo is
growing, as homestead and agricultural subdivisions created in the 1970% and ‘80s are built out with homes. In the town
center, business properties are gradually being renovated with building designs supporting the paniolo theme. Public parking
lots help to relieve traffic congestion, and sidewalks encourage people to walk around town. Businesses have expanded mauka
and makai of Kaumuali‘i Highway along the larger intersections. An active business association promotes the paniolo town
theme and sponsors an annual town celebration. On the western edge of town, near Brydeswood, a shopping center with a
large grocery store helps to provide for the needs of a growing population.
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