The County Unarter is a relatiwvaly récent document in the history of
govarnance & the 1slasd of Hawaid., From the time & their frest arrival (believed
o ke betwesn B.D, 300 amd B0} wntil 1853, MNative Hawailans greated and maintsined
sophilkticated Apnd =ffackive forma of oversigh goversment. The arlgin of counky
gduqrnmnnt within the Rmarican context iz fomnd in tha Qrganic At (Jone 14, 19003
which oreated the Territory of Fawall and. whioh gave 1t the stthority to sstablish
municipalities, The Territorial Tegialature made 2 first attempt at oreatiom of
the four countiss in 1E33 (Boe 31y  however, in 1004, ERé Tercltorial Suprems
Court volded that efifort on prn:qdﬁral grounds, The ngis]aturn's second attempt
in 1505, "The Copnty Act™ (At 39y, was successful, though it reguired an overtide
af a veta by the Territerial Gewvérnor. The provisions of the County Rot made their
first appearance ln Ehe Bevised Taws =f Hawail ss=ries in the 1515 edition 2= Title
HVITT, Chapters= 10B=110. A number of other chapters relating to counties were
pn:s.d by tha Legislature after 1995 and ware alss included in the 1915 editiong
Chapters 116-127 ("Frovisions Common to Cownties and The City and County.”) These
chapters sventually evolved inmto Hawail Eevissd Statwtes, Titls 6, “County
Opgapnization and Bdminfstrarion, ™ conalsting of Chapters 46=71, including Chaprer
Ed, "Provipions Spacific for Bawaii” {the chapter was rapealed in 15881}

Te 1%E3, the Legislatore empowerad the countiss to sstablizh commissions ta
recommend. And drafk charkers,  Accopdingly, Ehe Cohunty of Bawall oredtsd chirts=r
commlzsions whoss work began in 1064 and snded four years: later, Tn 10E6H, 4
prnuisinn'ﬁa: insarted 1notoc the Hawaii State Constitutich granting tha counties the
power to adopt charters for sali-goveroment “withim aush limits and wnder =such
procedures as may be provided by general law.” The initial charter became
effeckive of January 2, 19E%, and has =sinoe served as Lhe “constitution™ of bhe
govermment of the County of Bawaii, DPorsuant to the Charter, mandatory rcevigws
have taken place svery ten years inm 158G, 15590 and 2000,

In preparing this sditich, an atbempt whs made to improve (ks usefulness,
Thm major 1mprnu.mnnf im the online edition which will provide nsers the ahility to
sancch thae Chackter and download it im ward—pr:¢n¢5ing Ha&umunfs, Furthetr, an
Attempt was mads to improve rsvision notes to assist lsgal ressarch, Althotugh ths
1850 sdition contained sush rmotes, the 1%00 editiomn only provided imnformation with
regard Lo provisions which khad been amepded pursgant to Coupcll ordifances approved
by the vobtarcs, ME-Hilo imtern Christelles Tzhoda condypcted a thorough and
comprahensive review of the sarly aditioms of the Charter-and 2lections rscords to
complle the ravision Ristory betwesn LUEY and [ 58D,

Fimally, a table has basn provided primarily to assist readercs in identifying
and logating the many =ectiong which have besn renumbarsd and relocated purswant to
Chartar &mendment 2, whigh im part recrgamized Articlss W, WY asd VIT,
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