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KAUA`I PLANNING COMMISSION 
SUBDIVISION COMMITTEE MEETING 

 August 11, 2026 
                                                                    DRAFT 

 

The regular meeting of the Planning Subdivision Committee of the County of Kaua'i was 
called to order by Subdivision Committee  Chair Glenda Nogami Streufert at 8:03 a.m. - 
Webcast Link:  https://www.kauai.gov/Webcast-Meetings 
 

The following Commissioners were present: 
Mr. Dan Giovanni 

Ms. Glenda Nogami Streufert 
 

                                                              Excused or Absent 
            Ms. Helen Cox 

 
The following staff members were present: Planning Department - Director Ka'aina Hull, 
Planning Department, Staff Planner Kenny Estes, Planning Secretary Shanlee Jimenez, Staff 
Services Supervisor Leila Kim; Office of the County Attorney – Deputy County Attorney Laura 
Barzilai, Office of Boards and Commissions – Support Clerk Lisa Oyama. 

Discussion of the meeting, in effect, ensued: 

CALL TO ORDER 

Subdivision Committee Chair Glenda Nogami Streufert: The Planning Commission Subdivision 
meeting is called to order at 8:03. 

ROLL CALL 

Planning Director Ka'aina Hull: Morning, Madam Chair. The first order of business is roll call. 
Commissioner Cox is excused. Commissioner Giovanni? 

Commissioner Dan Giovanni: Here.  

Mr. Hull: Chair Streufert? 

Chair Streufert: Here.  

Mr. Hull: You have a quorum, Madam Chair. 2:0.  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Mr. Hull: Next, would be the Approval of the Agenda. The department has no recommended 
changes to the agenda. 

Chair Streufert: Do we have to take a vote on this? 
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Mr. Hull: A voice vote is fine. 

Chair Streufert: All right, let's have a voice vote that we accept the agenda.  

Deputy County Attorney Laura Barzilai: You need a motion first, Chair. 

Mr. Giovanni: Can I move first?  

Chair Streufert: Yes. I'm sorry. 

Mr. Giovanni: I move we accept the agenda as presented.  

Chair Streufert: Second.  

Ms. Barzilai: All in favor. 

Chair Streufert: It's moved and seconded. A voice vote. All those in favor? Aye (unanimous voice 
vote). All right. 2:0. 

MINUTES of the meeting(s) of the Subdivision Committee 

 June 09, 2026 

Mr. Hull: Next, we have minutes for the June 9th, 2026, Subdivision Committee meeting.  

Chair Streufert: Do we have a motion to approve the minutes?  

Mr. Giovanni: I approve the minutes. I move that we approve the minutes.   

Chair Streufert: Second. It's been moved and seconded. Therefore, let's have a voice vote. Do we 
accept the minutes from the last meeting? Aye (unanimous voice vote). Approved. 2:0. 

RECEIPT OF ITEMS FOR THE RECORD (None) 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS (None) 

NEW BUSINESS (For Action) 

Mr. Hull: Next, there are no specific Receipt of Items for the Record, before the agenda was 
posted. However, subsequent to agenda being posted, some testimony was submitted that has 
been circulated and is part of the public record online and is available for review. So, with that, 
moving on to New Business, we have G1. 

 Preliminary Subdivision Map Approval 

  Subdivision Application No. S-2026-13 
Richard A. Littlestone Jr./ Toni S. Uchima 
Proposed 2-Lot Subdivision 
TMK: (4) 2-4-001: 044 
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Kalaheo, Kaua'i 

1) Subdivision Report pertaining to this matter. 

Mr. Hull: We don't have any members of the public signed up to testify on this item. However, if 
there are... 

Chair Streufert: There’s a hand going up in the back there. 

Mr. Hull: …if there is someone that wants to testify on this item, please approach the 
microphone. If you can state your name and you have three minutes for testimony.  

Ms. Kanani Kagawa: Hi. Good morning. 

Chair Streufert: Good morning. 

Ms. Kagawa: Kanani Kagawa, for the record, I'm going to be testifying today on all subdivisions 
that are in the packet. And just as a matter of housekeeping, I was not, and if it is, you could 
clarify, I did not see the Ka Pa'akai analysis on these subdivisions that are in the packets, that are 
(inaudible) in today's subdivision committees. And if they are, excuse my ignorance, I did not 
see them. And it was just a clarification whether the Planning Department is requiring them for 
Preliminary Subdivision approval. As I was made aware that some subdivision applications, 
when applicants submit subdivision applications, they are being requested or required to submit a 
Ka Pa'akai analysis with the application in order to be accepted, the subdivision applications, in 
order for the applications to be accepted by the department. So, with this particular agenda, 
subdivision application within the subdivision packet, a Ka Pa'akai analysis was not attached to 
that. So, I just wanted to put that for the record, if the department is requiring this subdivision 
application to undergo an Ka Pa'akai analysis and subsequently all other agenda items today 
within the subdivision committee, and that will be my generalized testimony for all agenda items 
today. So, I'll be speaking on each item today within this Subdivision Committee for that.  

Chair Streufert: Do you have any questions?  

Ms. Kagawa: Thank you.  

Mr. Hull: If there's any questions, commissioners have on the testimony, although it’s just  
testimony at this point.  

Ms. Kagawa: Yeah, it's become a standard practice within the department. So, I was just 
wondering if that is something we are doing as this particular parcel is surrounded with area that 
could be potentially or have potential impact for cultural practices.  

Ms. Barzilai: We’re going on three minutes right now. Are you, are you complete with your 
testimony?  

Ms. Kagawa: Thank you. Yeah. 
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Ms. Barzilai: Okay. So, does somebody want to discuss that specifically for this application or do 
we want to move on? 

Mr. Giovanni: I’d like (inaudible) general, so I would…yeah, if I could get this clarification 
process wise, on subdivision applications, what is the department's protocol for consideration or 
requiring of Ka Pa'akai?  

Ms. Barzilai: Any one of us can speak to that, maybe starting with Ka'aina.  

Mr. Hull: Well, I can speak as it's an agenda item. I can speak to the specifics of the agenda item.  

Ms. Barzilai: Of this particular… 

Mr. Hull: If the commission would like a briefing on the overall Ka Pa'akai analysis, that would 
be a separate agenda item. 

Mr. Giovanni: (Inaudible) to just subdivision applications.  

Mr. Hull: Yeah, that would be agendized in particular.  

Ms. Barzilai: We can, we can do it as an educational presentation, but we can discuss application 
by application, how the department concluded, either yes or no. 

Mr. Giovanni: Whatever… 

Ms. Barzilai: So, since we're on this agenda item, should we address it?  

Mr. Giovanni: Yeah, let's address it for this agenda item if that is possible.  

Mr. Hull: So, what has been posited as the Ka Pa'akai analysis as required under the State 
Constitution, is an analysis to be made on whether or not cultural impacts, cultural practices are 
occurring on the property, the proposed application would impact, and in what manner can that 
impact be mitigated. And so, that analysis is required for all applications for subdivision. Now, 
what we've also seen is that there are some levels of Ka Pa'akai analysis, where it will be a full 
blown submittal and packaged item. And some, where it’s not as robust, if you will, in order to 
make sure that the constitution standards are met, an analysis is made, however, to the degree of 
what an applicant hires a consultant and conducts that analysis, may vary. It's ultimately, at the 
end of the day, up to the commission on whether or not it meets their due diligence in reviewing 
it. So, you know, for this one, I guess I would ask if the speaker has any specific cultural claims 
to this and if there are cultural claims to this property and there are impacts within the proposal 
that are going to impact it, then indeed we need to…you as a body, need to take that into account 
and consideration upon reviewing this application.  

Ms. Barzilai: I'd also like to add that if we're talking about this residential area where I believe 
there's already a structure, then… 

Chair Streufert: Wait, I think we're still on application S-2026-13.  
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Ms. Barzilai: Yes. Littlestone. 

Chair Streufert: Right.  

Ms. Barzilai: And I believe that there's a structure on the, on the property already. So, then the 
legal analysis is developed versus undeveloped.  

Mr. Hull: I apologize; I forgot that part.  

Ms. Barzilai: This is, this is a question that maybe for future education or briefing, we could get 
more deeply into, but I think that case by case, starting with Littlestone, we can talk about 
whether or not the department has deemed this as developed, in which case a Ka Pa'akai would 
not be required.  

Mr. Hull: Sorry, I forgot that last element.  

Mr. Giovanni: Just summarize that last part. So, in the case of a specific application… 

Chair Streufert: Yes.  

Mr. Giovanni: …where there are existing vertical buildings…  

Chair Streufert: Yes.  

Mr. Giovanni: …the department has concluded that a subsequent Ka Pa'akai is not needed.  

Mr. Hull: Under the state. Sorry, I forgot, under the case law ruling is that a less than fully 
developed parcel requires the Ka Pa'akai, absent that of developed parcel, does not require Ka 
Pa'akai analysis.  

Mr. Giovanni: Okay. 

Mr. Hull: Certainly, an analysis on whether or not impacts will be made to the greater area 
should be made on use permit applications that have a compatibility threshold, but if there is a 
developed parcel, then indeed case law has that standard within it.  

Chair Streufert: And in this particular. In this particular case, it is a fully developed… 

Ms. Barzilai: The size. I'm sorry, I think Kenny would be most knowledgeable in that, but it 
looks like the size, and the use of this property would indicate that it's developed. If you want to 
ask questions of the department.  

Mr. Hull: And I also know that we're still in the public testimony portion of this. So, you may 
want to… 

Ms. Barzilai: Yes. 

Chair Streufert: Got it. 
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Ms. Barzilai: Well, we'll wait for action.  

Chair Streufert: Are there any, is there any other person who would like to offer public testimony 
on this.  

Ms. Kagawa: So, the question was asked whether or not the testifier had cultural concerns. So, 
generally speaking, kānaka you wouldn't have known had not consultation occurred for the 
parcel or the area. So, regardless if development already existed, and this is just generalizing and 
course of practice for the department in their future reports of residential subdivisions, or if 
development exists, they should reason within the report why a Ka Pa'akai analysis is not being 
rendered or required. If we were picking and choosing which residential developments are 
requiring it, when I, it's understood that some residential developments for kama'āina families are 
being required to do Ka Pa'akai analysis. It's the truth. I've been approached by many families 
that I have to conduct studies and others are not. And the areas seem...the areas don't seem to 
have cultural practice. So, we tend to think, oh, there's no cultural practices, right, from the 
standpoint of the Planning Department, it's not known if there is practices or not, unless you do 
the due diligence of it. And that's just the question to be asked that I'll ask on all the applications. 
Where did the decision come from to not require the analysis on the subdivision application for 
these applications, especially in the upcoming agenda items where cultural sensitive areas are 
taking place. So, thank you.  

Mr. Giovanni: I'd like to comment on that last. I tend to agree with you that it would just for 
purposes of clarity, that if a specific subdivision request is put forward, the department deems 
that for whatever reason, a Ka Pa'akai or a supplemental Ka Pa'akai is not necessary. It should be 
clear, at least stated in the, in the department's recommendation to that effect one way or the 
other. I think that's legitimate.  

Chair Streufert: I have a question for the... 

Mr. Hull: Again, I think we’re still on the public testimony section.  

Chair Streufert: Oh, okay. 

Mr. Hull: So, I think we want to resolve the public testimony, if there's any other testifiers.  

Ms. Barzilai: And then we can open it up to debate.  

Chair Streufert: Is there anyone else who would testify on this? We're on the application, S-2026-
13.  

Mr. Hull: Seeing none, I'll turn it over to Kenny for the report on this agenda item.  

Staff Planner Kenny Estes: I'll give a brief summary of the subdivision application.  

Mr. Estes read the Summary, Project Data, Project Description and Use, Additional 
Findings, Preliminary Evaluation, and Preliminary Conclusion sections of the 
Director’s Report for the record (on file with the Planning Department). 
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Chair Streufert: Any questions for the department? I do have a question on that. This particular 
lot is right above Kaumuali'i, and it's very steep going down into the Kaumuali'i Highway. Is 
there anything that would...are there any requirements against erosion or erosion control or 
sediment control before anything can be built on it? They're not proposing anything right now, 
but when does that kick in? 

Mr. Estes: Any grading or ground (inaudible) to bring activities would be likely handled through 
the county's clearinghouse review process, which is facilitated by the Department of Public 
Works, Engineering Division. And at that time, the engineering division would implement their 
sediment and erosion control ordinance (inaudible).  

Chair Streufert: So, that's under the building department? 

Mr. Estes: Department of Public Works, Engineering.  

Chair Streufert: Any other questions?  

Mr. Giovanni: Yeah. Just to follow up on the Ka Pa'akai, so based on the prior comments made 
during the public testimony phase, is it fair to conclude that you have reviewed and concluded 
that a Ka Pa'akai is not required for this consideration? 

Mr. Estes: In reviewing the subdivision application at the time of submittal and reviewing the 
subject property, it was noted that there was a single family dwelling unit on the property, and so 
at that time a Ka Pa'akai analysis wasn't required at the time of subdivision application. 

Mr. Giovanni: Thank you.  

Chair Streufert: Would that then constitute fully developed?  

Mr. Hull: Guidance as suggested, yes. However. Oh sorry, guidance as, guidance as suggested, 
yes. However, it is an area that the court in their ruling did not specify.  

Chair Streufert: Okay. Is the applicant here?  

Ms. Maren Arismendez: Good morning. Maren Arismendez from Esaki Surveying, here on 
behalf of the owner. We would like to respectfully request tentative approval and here to answer 
any questions from the commissioners.  

Chair Streufert: Are there any questions for the applicant?  

Mr. Giovanni: No. 

Chair Streufert: How long has the, there is a residence on this property. How long ago was that 
residence built?  

Ms. Arismendez: From Kenny's briefing, I think I heard 1985. So, that would be… 

Mr. Estes: Sorry, 1995, per the county… 
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Ms. Arismendez: Oh, 1995. 

Mr. Estes: Yeah, the county real property assessment records.  

Chair Streufert: So, it's 30 years, it's been there.  

Mr. Estes: Correct.  

Ms. Arismendez: 40.  

Chair Streufert: I'm sorry.  

Ms. Arismendez: 40 (inaudible). 

Chair Streufert: 85 or 95? 

Ms. Arismendez: 85.  

Chair Streufert: Oh, I heard 95. I’m sorry. 

Ms. Arismendez: Oh, okay.  

Chair Streufert: Good to correct if I had any (inaudible). 

Ms. Arismendez: Sorry. Engineer numbers. 

Chair Streufert: If there are no other questions, are we ready for motion?  

Mr. Giovanni: Yes. I move that application number S-2026-13 be approved.  

Chair Streufert: Second. It's been, the motion has been made and it's been seconded. Just one 
comment before we take a vote and that is that, I think I'm satisfied that the department has done 
or has looked at a Ka Pa'akai analysis for the requirement for it, and based upon their 
determination that it's not required because it is fully developed, I think I would go with the 
department's standards. That being said, let's have a roll call vote, please.  

Mr. Hull: Roll call, Madam Chair. Commissioner Giovanni? 

Mr. Giovanni: Aye. 

Mr. Hull: Commissioner Streufert? 

Chair Streufert: Aye. 

Mr. Hull: Motion passes, Madam Chair. 2:0. 

Ms. Arismendez: Thank you.  

Mr. Hull: Next, we have up 



9 
 

Subdivision Application No. S-2026-15 
Kiahuna Phase Ill-A & 111-B / County of Kaua'i  
Proposed 2-Lot Subdivision 
TMK: (4) 2-8-014: 018 
Koloa, Kaua'i 

1) Subdivision Report pertaining to this matter. 
 
Mr. Hull: We don't have any members of the public to testify. However, I believe we have at least 
one member that would like to testify.  

Chair Streufert: Please state your name. 

Ms. Kagawa: Morning. Kanani Kagawa, for the record. It's the same comment as the previous 
testimony to determine how the Ka Pa'akai analysis wasn't warranted. You guys have two 
subdivisions before you for this issue. I recognize it is just for an easement matter. However, that 
area, that roundabout that's being proposed, if we are all aware, had significant cultural matters 
for the community. So, what is the subdivision purpose of what will be then developed and its 
impact of the purpose of the subdivision should be then consulted. So, that is what I would like 
to testify on. And again, in reading the report, it is absent of a Ka Pa'akai analysis, and the report 
did not determine whether or not or the reasoning as to why the report was absent. Some, again, 
you know, in the Kōloa, Po'ipū area, I'm aware that some projects are required to submit and 
some aren't, and this one wasn't. Thank you.  

Chair Streufert: Are there any other persons who would like to testify on this?  

Mr. Hull: Seeing none, I'll turn it over to Kenny for the report on this matter.  

Mr. Estes read the Summary, Project Data, Project Description and Use, Additional 
Findings, Preliminary Evaluation, and Preliminary Conclusion sections of the 
Director’s Report for the record (on file with the Planning Department). 

Chair Streufert: Any questions for the department?  

Mr. Giovanni: Yeah. Did the, did you conclude that a Ka Pa'akai was not necessary due to 
development that has already occurred on the subject property?  

Mr. Estes: Correct.  

Chair Streufert: What exactly is on this property right now?  

Mr. Estes: I think it's the Kiahuna Plantation Resort, so… 

Chair Streufert: Any other discussion? Open for a motion. 

Mr. Giovanni: I move application S-2026-15 be approved.  
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Chair Streufert: Second. It's been moved and seconded. Is there any discussion before we move 
for the motion or move for approval? Can we have a roll call please? 

Mr. Hull: Commissioner Giovanni? 

Mr. Giovanni: Aye. 

Mr. Hull: Commissioner Streufert? 

Chair Streufert: Aye. 

Mr. Hull: Motion passes, Madam Chair. 2:0. Sorry, next on the agenda item is G.1.c. 

Subdivision Application No. S-2027-1 
Grove Farm Company, Inc./ State of Hawai'i - Agribusiness Development 
Corporation  
Proposed 2-Lot Consolidation and Re-Subdivision into 3-Lots 
TMKs: (4) 3-8-018: 001 and 009 
Hanama'ulu, Lihu'e, Kaua'i 

1) Subdivision Report pertaining to this matter. 
 
Mr. Hull: We don't have anybody signed up, but I believe we have someone that wants to testify 
on agenda items. If you could approach the microphone. Anybody that’s from the public that 
would like to testify on this agenda item, please approach the microphone.  

Ms. Kagawa: Good morning. Kanani Kagawa, for the record… 

Mr. Hull: Kanani. 

Ms. Kagawa: Oh, thanks Ka'aina. Good morning. Kanani Kagawa, for the record. Pertaining to 
this subdivision agenda item, I'm asking the commission to deny the preliminary subdivision 
request until a Ka Pa'akai analysis is completed for this application, it is absent of one. When 
you're subdividing 6,000 acres, this project does have cultural and lineal descendant impact. As 
someone who, history Hanamā'ulu, born on Kaua'i, raised my children there. Cultural and lineal 
descendancy ties, I can, I would like to be consulted for this project. My children would also be 
lineal and cultural descendants of this area, who would be consulted for this project. I believe 
this subdivision would have significant impact to our gathering rights, our traditional cultural 
practices, and thus, we should be consulted along with other native families for this project. This 
subdivision is absent or I did not see a Ka Pa'akai analysis. Therefore, I am requesting that the 
Planning Commission require a subdivision, a Ka Pa'akai analysis, prior to that, if it is, I didn't 
see it and I would like to…it was absent in the report, so I wanted to be able to have the 
opportunity in the public report to see it, to look at the recommendations, and therefore we 
weren't consulted, and usually, in previous projects in Hanamā'ulu, our family is consulted in for 
these projects. So, I just wanted to talk about and see to have that opportunity to look at it in for 
this area. That was my only question, concern, comment about it to add to it. Thank you.  

Mr. Hull: Are there any questions? If not, we can call for other testimony.  
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Chair Streufert: Right. My…I'll hold off my questions until later.  

Mr. Hull: Is there any other members of the public that would like to testify on the agenda item? 
One more.  

Ms. Sherri Cumings: Aloha, commissioners, Ka'aina. Sherri Cummings for the record, lineal 
descendant of Wāhinealohakeo, who was konohiki of the puna moku. We still have family lands 
today in Hanamā'ulu. I have my tūtū's original commission awards and I have his deeds. Our 
families was always consulted as well. We was part of FDOT, SDOT my mother's brother, my 
mother's cousin, Pia family to, to Hanamā'ulu. My tūtū man, I just was explaining to others in the 
back there, he had, he was, he had a significant kulana to the kuleana of this puna moku, and his 
expertise stemmed all the way back to as recent as, we had a meeting last week with Hal 
Hammett them, and they revered my man. I had no idea that they were going to speak on what he 
did regarding inventory of heiau. He had a series kuleana took place. My grandfather's siblings 
were all born there. I was born on Mauna Kapu, which is Kalepa. The resources in these areas 
totally impact the lower lands, which is my family's lands. I had no idea, I just moved back a 
little while ago and I had kahea families of that place. The Ka Pa'akai analysis, which is lawful, I 
did not see that as well. As practitioners to place, as my tūtū man, who had expressed authority in 
how to land manage those areas. My uncles were gatherers. I have my second, third oldest son, 
who's a gatherer by innate. I'm not a lawai'a, but I know intimately well when I stand on my 
tūtū's kilo for the i'a. I feel you folks…I don't understand, and I want them to come before us and 
tell us. When you talk ADC, who is ADC? I know that's Agro Development Corporation, born 
through a legislative process. First of all, only to talk about the West Side water system and they 
morphed into something that is so big. And this is about control of resources.  

Mr. Hull: Three minutes, Madam Chair. 

Ms. Cummings: When they take this resources, they eliminate our opportunity. And we want to 
be part of this process and want to understand.  

Chair Streufert: You’ve got three minutes. Could you wrap up your testimony?  

Ms. Cummings: And I can say unequivocally, without a shadow of a doubt, because we have 
First American Title guarantees palapala that says, my family did not give interest to the Līhu'e 
Plantation, which is today, Grove Farm.  

Chair Streufert: Thank you for your testimony.  

Mr. Hull: Are there any other members of the public would like to testify on this agenda item? If 
so, you may approach the microphone. I’ll turn over to Kenny for the report pertaining to this 
matter.  

Mr. Estes: I’ll summarize the report.  

Mr. Estes read the Summary, Project Data, Project Description and Use, Additional 
Findings, Preliminary Evaluation, and Preliminary Conclusion sections of the 
Director’s Report for the record (on file with the Planning Department). 
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Mr. Estes: Madam Chair, we have...comments are pending from the Department of Public Works 
Engineering Division, the Department of Water and the State Department of Health.  

Chair Streufert: Kenny, correct me if I'm wrong, but there was a Ka Pa'akai analysis that was 
done, and I think it's available to the public. Is that correct?  

Mr. Estes: Yeah. There was a Ka Pa'akai analysis done for this application. However, it was not 
transmitted as part of the subdivision report packet to the Planning Commission, but is provided,  
it was provided to the subdivision committee as well as on the table there for the public.  

Mr. Hull: I'll also add that, and we can have a discussion when the applicant comes up. But in 
looking at the Ka Pa'akai analysis that was submitted, the two testifiers that spoke today with 
lineal descendancy and connections to this area were not on the consultation list. So, that's going 
to be…you can have that conversation with the applicant in regards to the analysis that was 
submitted.  

Chair Streufert: Okay. Is the applicant here? 

Mr. David Britton: Good morning. My name is David Britton. I represent Grove Farm. I'm here 
with Casey Watabu, who's the Grove Farm representative today. We're here to respectfully 
request tentative subdivision approval. And we're happy to answer any questions. We would note 
that a Ka Pa'akai was done and there was significant community consultation, including with the 
aha moku representative. So… 

Mr. Giovanni: I'm sorry, could you speak up a little louder?  

Mr. Britton: I apologize; this thing doesn't come any closer to me.  

Mr. Giovanni: Just yell.  

Mr. Britton: Just yell. Okay. Yes. So, there was a significant amount of consultation done with 
the community, including among the people listed, the aha moku representative. So, we believe 
that appropriate consultation was done. And just so everyone understands, this is a subdivision to 
create a thousand-acre parcel for the Agribusiness Development Corporation to keep agricultural 
lands in agriculture and Agribusiness Development Corporation will then lease the property, 
lease out the lands to individual farmers. So, this is not a development project. This is a project 
where Grove Farm is trying to maintain agriculture on agricultural lands on Kaua'i.  

Chair Streufert: Correct me if I'm wrong. This is a 6,000-acre parcel, 1,000 acres are to be to…or 
for the ADC.  

Mr. Britton: Correct.  

Chair Streufert: What's the intent for the other 5,000 acres?  

Mr. Britton: Well, the…that's a good question. There's agricultural uses that occur on there. The 
Hanamā'ulu shops as part of this subdivision. So, we're subdividing out the Hanamā'ulu shops to 
maintain zoning integrity for the different parcels. Because the parcel is so large now, you have a 
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variety of different uses that go on. So, portions of the property are in agriculture, portions will 
remain with the Hanamā'ulu shops and portions of the property are basically just raw land. So, I, 
Grove Farm has, I'm not sure what the long-term development plan is, but they will continue to 
manage the property as they have for the last 150 years, so… 

Chair Streufert: Just a question to the department, can we consider future development, potential 
development or are we just looking, we just have to look at what we've got here for our 
subdivision requests. Is that correct?  

Mr. Hull: Okay…if I can clarify a question, when you're talking about the application itself or 
the Ka Pa'akai analysis? 

Chair Streufert: The application itself. So, we're talking about 6,000 acres. 1,000 is going to 
ADC, there's still 5,000 acres. There's no development plans right now. And we're just looking at 
the subdividing of the 1,000 acres from 6,000. Is that correct?  

Mr. Hull: Correct.  

Chair Streufert: Okay. That's what I wanted to have clarification on. And there is a Ka Pa'akai 
analysis that Kenny has provided. There are Hanamā'ulu residents on this, as well as Kapa'a 
Residents, and Grove Farm property managers and cultural practitioners.  

Mr. Britton: And if I may, the analysis was… the analysis noted that there was no ongoing 
development and no impact to cultural practices or gathering resources.  

Chair Streufert: Is there a water source on this property and is that a spring or is that just a river?  

Mr. Britton: There's oh, there's a complex system of water ditches and flumes, and one of the 
three parcels that's being consolidated and re-subdivided is a historic plantation reservoir that's 
going to go to Agribusiness Development Corporation. So, water security is part of the plan to 
make sure that the agricultural lands are able to be sustained in agriculture.  

Chair Streufert: But it's not going to be…the reason for asking is one of the Ka Pa'akai analysis 
points is the utilization of water or the (inaudible) of water. And so, you're saying that there's not 
going to be any change in what's been going on and so forth?  

Mr. Britton: Correct. Yeah.  

Chair Streufert: Any other questions?  

Mr. Giovanni: Yeah. Can you confirm if the two public testifiers today were or were not in the 
list of individuals that were consulted?  

Mr. Britton: I don't believe they were. I didn't catch their names, but I have the list of people here 
and if we could… 

Chair Streufert: Page 31.  
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Mr. Giovanni: Yeah, just wanted to for the record, if they were included or not.  

Mr. Britton: If you’ll bear with me, I can… what were the...I'm sorry, what were the names of the 
two testifiers?  

Chair Streufert: I'm sorry. Do you remember the names? 

Mr. Hull: Sherri Cummings and Kanani Kagawa. They're not on the list.  

Mr. Britton: They're not on the list. Okay.  

Mr. Giovanni: Thank you.  

Mr. Britton: Yes.  

Mr. Giovanni: So, I take the responsibility as a commissioner for compliance with the 
requirements for Ka Pa'akai very seriously. That translates to me that by virtue of a report being 
produced by a qualified consultant to produce the Ka Pa'akai analysis is a very important 
exercise in the first step, but in and of itself cannot, does not constitute an affirmative adequacy 
of the of the report itself. That judgment in large part is up to the commission, and for myself 
having this not being, the report not being transmitted publicly and ahead of time, and only 
receiving it at the last minute, I don't feel I have had the time to make a determination whether or 
not it's adequate or not, and I would like the time to do that, so I don't feel comfortable going 
forward with the decision on this at this time.  

Chair Streufert: So, we can either, from that perspective, we can either can we defer it to the end 
of the meeting or can we to give us some time?  

Mr. Giovanni: So, what are our, what are our options?  

Chair Streufert: Or to defer it to another time?  

Mr. Hull: Yeah, I think there's two questions for you, Commissioner Giovanni, is one, if you're 
talking about just time to further review it for yourself, that would, you know, potentially allow 
for a scheduling as early as September, but if there's any part in which you have concerns about 
the testifiers who spoke not being included.  

Mr. Giovanni: No. 

Mr. Hull: So, to step back on how the, the Ka Pa'akai process is to unfold with this body is that 
this body, and ultimately the Planning Commission will be the final authority on the cultural 
impacts and what mitigation measures are required as part of the application, should it deem an 
approval. And so, this body can conduct the discussion and proposed mitigating measures with 
cultural practitioners that come to the hearing as part of its own process, or it can delegate it back 
to the applicant and state through our process of a public hearing, these cultural practitioners who 
are not consulted have made themselves available, now, we would like you as the applicant to 
reconduct this outreach with those specific individuals that made themselves known. So, that's, 
those are kind of the two options.  
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Mr. Giovanni: Yeah. So, there's two options. And I understand that. And I exercise the first 
option, which is on the surface, it looks like it may be adequate, but I can't deduce that in a 
matter of moments. So, I would like the time to review this, and I may come back and say, I 
would like additional consultations to be made, or I may come back and say I'm satisfied that it's 
sufficient and adequate. Either way, I need some time to make that determination.  

Chair Streufert: Alright, would you like to make a motion to defer this until the September 
meeting? 

Mr. Giovanni: I would like to make a motion that this application be deferred to the September 
meeting to provide the commission adequate time… 

Chair Streufert: And the public. 

Mr. Giovanni: …and the public to review the Ka Pa'akai analysis, and that has been put forth this 
morning, and we'll make a determination at that time.  

Ms. Barzilai: How are we doing on time? We’re okay? 

Mr. Giovanni: Pardon me. 

Ms. Barzilai: How are we doing on time with regard to our schedule…  

Mr. Britton: May I make a suggestion? 

Ms. Barzilai: …because we might need some (inaudible). Yes.  

Mr. Britton: Grove Farm would be willing to, if we can have the commission issue tentative 
subdivision approval today, we would accept as a condition consulting with the people that have 
made themselves known and submitting an updated Ka Pa'akai, including their consultation as 
part of the final subdivision conditions.  

Mr. Giovanni: I think that would be a very generous thing to do.  

Mr. Britton: Yeah. 

Chair Streufert: Before we do that, what do you mean by a tentative approval? 

Ms. Barzilai: Tentative approval of the application so that there could, then there are things that 
happen before the final comes back to you. And what the applicant is suggesting is that they 
would conduct the interviews and further analysis during that process before the final came back 
to you. But that's not what I understand Commissioner Giovanni is asking for.  

Mr. Giovanni: No, I'm not giving tentative approval.  

Chair Streufert: That's what I was wondering about.  

Mr. Giovanni: I misunderstood, what he said… 
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Chair Streufert: Because tentative approval would still mean that they could continue with 
whatever they're doing now.  

Ms. Barzilai: They would go on to the next phase. And…but if the applicant is suggesting that 
they would voluntarily interview these parties and come back to you with an amendment, that's 
something different. That's up to whether the applicant wants to do that voluntarily. But what 
you're saying is that for the moment, you just need the additional time.  

Mr. Giovanni: I just need additional time. Option number one, that County Director submit, 
clarified to review this report and determine whether I feel it's adequate or not, or whether I feel 
that additional interviews are required or not.  

Chair Streufert: So, we'd like to, you'd like to defer it until the September meeting.  

Mr. Giovanni: September meeting. 

Ms. Barzilai: Your other option, as Ka'aina stated, would be to ask the two testifiers to go 
through their analysis of their, of the impact to their family. And you could include that in the 
record if you want more detail from them at this time.  

Mr. Giovanni: Well, I presume that this now being available, the two testifiers are going to dig 
into it, and we'll see them in September anyway.  

Ms. Barzilai: Okay.  

Mr. Giovanni: That's sufficient. That's sufficient for me.  

Ms. Barzilai: Okay.  

Chair Streufert: But a Ka Pa'akai analysis is not just about the immediate impact or the direct 
impact upon their families, but it's about the impact upon the, the, the rest of the community also. 

Ms. Barzilai: The, the affected lands, yes. But these two testifiers came forth and said that they 
have specific information, so… 

Mr. Britton: Yeah, again, there's no change in use here in what we're discussing, which is 
agricultural lands with tenants, agricultural tenants on them that will be shifted over to 
Agribusiness Development Corporation once Agribusiness Development Corporation purchases 
the land. So, it's the same tenant staying in place just with a new overseeing government agency, 
implementing and overseeing… 

Mr. Giovanni: Understood. 

Mr. Britton: …the tenants. And again, I, my suggestion would be if we could obtain tentative 
subdivision approval, we would include an updated Ka Pa'akai that would incorporate the 
testimony from today's two testifiers and anyone else who made themselves known to us.  
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Mr. Giovanni: In my mind, that's the cart before the horse, providing tentative approval, so I do 
not support that.  

Chair Streufert: What would what would go on between now and September if you were to have 
a tentative approval?  

Mr. Britton: Well, it allows us to work with the various county agencies to get any kind of 
comments that they have. I saw that in the subdivision report, most do not have any, but we're 
still required to go through the process of consulting each of these agencies on various aspects of 
the subdivision and what impacts it might have in terms of fire and water and planning and, and 
all that sort of things. Here there's no streets, there's no gutters, there's no sewer that's being 
done. This is all just agricultural land. But, you know, there is a, a process that takes quite a 
while for us to work with the state to get this purchase through. So as part of that, we're trying to 
get the tentative subdivision approval as soon as possible, because that allows us to hit certain 
milestones with the state. So, deferring it puts additional pressure on the parties to get it done in 
the time frame that we're required to get it done in terms of funding and other things. So, not 
much will happen between now and the next meeting, other than consultation with the parties 
that have made themselves known to us and anyone else who comes forward. But it is helpful to 
us in terms of moving the transaction forward to hit the timelines that the parties have, have 
already established.  

Chair Streufert: Is the timeline something that's legally mandated, or is the timeline something 
that you have in your own company?  

Mr. Britton: And it's not legally mandated, but there's, you have to work with the various 
agencies at the state level. And there's, you know, timeframes that we've established that this puts 
additional pressure on us if we wait. I…otherwise, I think all of the conditions of tentative 
approval, all the conditions that would allow you to issue tentative approval have been met.  

Mr. Giovanni: You want a motion? 

Chair Streufert: Yes. 

Mr. Giovanni: I move that this matter be deferred until September meeting to provide adequate 
time for the commission to review the Ka Pa'akai analysis.  

Chair Streufert: As well as for the public to review it. 

Mr. Giovanni: So, the public can review it and comment.  

Chair Streufert: Second. It's been moved and seconded that this be deferred for one month to the 
September meeting. Any discussion before we continue on? Okay. Roll call vote, please.  

Mr. Hull: Roll call, Madam Chair. Commissioner Giovanni? 

Mr. Giovanni: Aye. 

Mr. Hull: Commissioner Streufert? 
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Chair Streufert: Aye. 

Mr. Hull: Motion passes, Madam Chair. 2:0. 

Mr. Britton: Thank you. 

Ms. Barzilai: I'd like to also note that the Ka Pa'akai will be made part of the record and 
published. There were some copies on the table and it will be disseminated to the public.  

Chair Streufert: As a note, since this has been, has come up twice now, when a subdivision 
application is published, can the Ka Pa'akai analysis also be attached to it for the public when it 
comes out? 

Mr. Hull: We can work to get that done. 

Chair Streufert: Thank you.  

Mr. Giovanni: Yeah, and if one is not required, (inaudible) to the commission, to the department's 
report.  

 Preliminary Subdivision Extension Request 

Mr. Hull: Next on the agenda, we have Agenda Item G.2. These are preliminary subdivision 
requests.  

Subdivision Application No. S-2025-4 
Po'ipu Kai Association/ County of Kaua'i 
Proposed 2-Lot Subdivision 
TMK: (4) 2-8-027: 022 
Weliweli, Koloa, Kaua'i 

1) Subdivision Report pertaining to this matter. 

Mr. Hull: Are there any members of the public like to testify on this agenda item? Seeing none, 
I'll turn it over to Kenny for the report.  

Mr. Estes: I’ll summarize the report for the record. 

Mr. Estes read the Summary, Project Data, Project Description and Use, Additional 
Findings, Preliminary Evaluation, and Preliminary Conclusion sections of the 
Director’s Report for the record (on file with the Planning Department). 

Chair Streufert: Any questions for the department?  

Mr. Giovanni: No. 

Chair Streufert: Is the applicant here?  
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Mr. Michael Moule: Good morning. Michael Moule, Chief of Engineering Division, Public 
Works for the record.  

Chair Streufert: Would you like to say anything about this application?  

Mr. Moule: Yes. So, this is for our Po'ipu Road safety and mobility project. We’ve got a right of 
entry agreement or property adjustment agreement, as it’s called for the property to construct the 
roundabout that we've pretty much finished construction on, except for the final paving and 
landscaping. And we want to make sure that the portion of the roundabout that would be used by 
the public traveling along Kōloa, sorry, along Po'ipū Road, including pedestrians and the little 
island on that approach is all within future county property, so that the county would have 
responsibility for that area, for the traveling public and for the maintenance of the landscaping in 
the area, which will be done through a public private partnership. And so, we're just, we're just 
trying to get that portion of that road right of way that's long been a publicly used, but privately 
owned road, getting a portion that's going to be used by the public, traveling on, not Pe'e Road, 
but on Po'ipū Road in the county property. So, after the subdivision, we would take the one 
parcel and take it to county council for dedication to be county property.  

Chair Streufert: And this is your first extension on this?  

Mr. Moule: I believe so. 

Mr. Estes: It's the first extension.  

Chair Streufert: Any questions? Are we ready for a vote or ready for recommendation?  

Mr. Estes: It is recommended that an extension be granted until April 8th, 2027.  

Chair Streufert: Motion, please.  

Mr. Giovanni: Yeah, I move that extension be granted to 2027.  

Chair Streufert: Second. Roll call vote, please.  

Mr. Hull: Roll call, Madam Chair. Commissioner Giovanni? 

Mr. Giovanni: Aye. 

Mr. Hull: Chair Streufert? 

Chair Streufert: Aye. 

Mr. Hull: Motion passes, Madam Chair. 2:0. Next we have;  

Subdivision Application No. S-2025-6 
Niu Pia Land Company, Ltd. 
Proposed 2-Lot Consolidation 
TMKs: (4) 3-6-003: 017 and 061 
Kalapaki, Lihu'e, Kaua'i 
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1) Subdivision Report pertaining to this matter. 
 

Mr. Hull: Is there any member of the public that would like to testify on this agenda item? Seeing 
none, I’ll turn it over to Kenny for the report. 

Mr. Estes: Ka'aina, I’m sorry, I think we skipped one item, G.2.b. 

Mr. Hull: Oh, I apologize, the next agenda item is 2.b. 

Subdivision Application No. S-2025-5 
State of Hawai'i - Department of Hawaiian Homelands  
Proposed 2-Lot Subdivision 
TMK: (4) 4-8-018: 009 
Anahola, Kaua'i 

1) Subdivision Report pertaining to this matter. 

Mr. Hull: Are there any members of the public that would like to testify on this agenda item? 
Seeing none… 

Mr. Estes read the Summary, Project Data, Project Description and Use, Additional 
Findings, Preliminary Evaluation, and Preliminary Conclusion sections of the 
Director’s Report for the record (on file with the Planning Department). 

Chair Streufert: Is the applicant here?  

Ms. Arismendez: Good morning, commissioners. Just like to respectfully request the extension to 
allow the owner and the lessee time to complete the requirements. Just for clarification purposes, 
the water meter, we are working with Department of Hawaiian Homelands and Aqua Engineers 
because Anahola is a private system.  

Chair Streufert: Any questions for the applicant? In that case, I'm ready for the motion.  

Mr. Giovanni: I move that the request for an extension to April 2027 be granted. 

Chair Streufert: Second. Roll call vote, please.  

Mr. Hull: Roll call, Madam Chair. Commissioner Giovanni? 

Mr. Giovanni: Aye. 

Mr. Hull: Chair Streufert? 

Chair Streufert: Aye. 

Mr. Hull: Motion passes, Madam Chair. 2:0. 

Ms. Arismendez: Thank you.  
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Mr. Hull: Next, we have returning back to subdivision.  

Subdivision Application No. S-2025-6 
Niu Pia Land Company, Ltd. 
Proposed 2-Lot Consolidation 
TMKs: (4) 3-6-003: 017 and 061 
Kalapaki, Lihu'e, Kaua'i 

1) Subdivision Report pertaining to this matter. 

Mr. Hull: Are there any members of the public that would like to testify on this agenda item? 
Seeing none, I'll turn it back over to Kenny.  

Mr. Estes: I’ll summarize the report.  

Mr. Estes read the Summary, Project Data, Project Description and Use, Additional 
Findings, Preliminary Evaluation, and Preliminary Conclusion sections of the 
Director’s Report for the record (on file with the Planning Department). 

Chair Streufert: Any questions for the department? Is the applicant here?  

Mr. Tommy Ouye: Good morning. My name is Tommy Ouye, the land surveyor for this project. 
Do you have any questions that need to ask me or on this project?  

Chair Streufert: I think it's pretty clear from the application. Are we ready for a motion? 

Mr. Giovanni: We have a recommendation?  

Mr. Estes: It is recommended that an extension until April 8th, 2027, be granted.  

Chair Streufert: Motion please. 

Mr. Giovanni: I move the extension request be approved.  

Chair Streufert: And this is the first extension that’s been provided. Can we have a roll call vote, 
please.  

Mr. Hull: Roll call, Madam Chair. Commissioner Giovanni? 

Mr. Giovanni: Aye. 

Mr. Hull: Chair Streufert? 

Chair Streufert: Aye. 

Mr. Hull: Motion passes, Madam Chair. 2:0. Next, we have the last agenda, oh sorry…the last 
Preliminary Subdivision Extension Request, which is G.d. 
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Subdivision Application No. S-2025-7 
Tink Tank, LLC. 
Proposed 2-Lot Boundary Adjustment 
TMKs: (4) 2-1-003: 016 and 031 
Ele'ele, Kaua'i 

1) Subdivision Report pertaining to this matter. 

Mr. Hull: Are there any members of the public that would like to testify on this agenda item? 
Seeing none, the department will turn it back over to the subdivision planner.  

Mr. Estes read the Summary, Project Data, Project Description and Use, Additional 
Findings, Preliminary Evaluation, and Preliminary Conclusion sections of the 
Director’s Report for the record (on file with the Planning Department). 

Chair Streufert: Any questions for the department? 

Mr. Giovanni: No. 

Chair Streufert: Is the applicant here?  

Mr. Estes: Sorry, the applicant contacted the Planning Department and he's unable to, he was 
unable to attend this meeting.  

Mr. Giovanni: The recommendation is to approve the exemption?  

Chair Streufert: Yes. That's what he said, for one year.  

Mr. Giovanni: Yeah. I move that the extension request be granted to, for one year.  

Chair Streufert: Second. Could we have a roll call vote, please? 

Mr. Hull: Roll call, Madam Chair. Commissioner Giovanni? 

Mr. Giovanni: Aye. 

Mr. Hull: Chair Streufert? 

Chair Streufert: Aye. 

Mr. Hull: Motion passes, Madam Chair. 2:0. 

 Final Subdivision Map Approval 

Mr. Hull: Lastly, we have G.3 Final Subdivision Map Approval.  

Subdivision Application No. S-2025-2 
Kukui'ula Parcel Q Subdivision 
Makai Koloa, LLC. Et Al. 



23 
 

Proposed 3-Lot Consolidation and Re-Subdivision into 20 lots  
TMKs: (4) 2-6-014: 041 and 046 / 2-6-015: 005 
Koloa, Kaua'i 

1) Subdivision Report pertaining to this matter. 

Mr. Hull: Are there any members of the public that would like to testify on this agenda item? 
Seeing none, the department would like to turn it back over to the subdivision planner.  

Mr. Estes: I’ll summarize the report.  

Mr. Estes read the Summary, Project Data, Project Description and Use, Additional 
Findings, Preliminary Evaluation, and Preliminary Conclusion sections of the 
Director’s Report for the record (on file with the Planning Department). 

Chair Streufert: Could you talk a little bit about what the Department of Housing has come back 
with, and their review? 

Mr. Estes: Yeah. So, I think… 

Chair Streufert: This does trigger potentially the workforce housing requirement. So, if you 
could respond to that.  

Mr. Estes: Yeah. So, the housing agency responded with their pre final comments. And I think it 
was just to address the current status of where the Kukui'ula Master Plan Development as a 
whole is with the county housing agency's requirements. And so, I believe in clarification, they 
did not, this subdivision does not exceed the 1500 units of the max density that's outlined in the 
ordinance for the master planned area.  

Chair Streufert: So, this is part of the overall master plan, and the housing requirements were for 
the overall master plan, and it fits within those constraints? Is that correct?  

Mr. Estes: That's correct.  

Chair Streufert: Any other questions for the department?  

Mr. Giovanni: No. 

Chair Streufert: Is that the applicant here? 

Mr. Lindsey Crawford: Good morning, commissioners. For the record, Lindsey Crawford 
representing Makai Koloa, LLC. Here to answer any questions that you might have.  

Chair Streufert: I believe this area is next to an area that has a heiau, and a archeological area. Is 
that correct?  

Mr. Crawford: There's, you're talking about the preserve adjacent to the project? There is a 
preserve, yes.  
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Chair Streufert: And does this consolidation include any part of that?  

Mr. Crawford: No. That was a separate parcel, completely separate isolated from it, but it is 
adjacent to it.  

Chair Streufert: Has there been any indication that there might be something archeological in that 
area that might be of concern for…  

Mr. Crawford: Well, the research was done a long time ago, that found all the archeology and 
therefore preserved it in the preserve. But that other, on parcel Q, no.  

Chair Streufert: Any more questions? So, everyone has already testified on this that has wanted 
to testify on this. Do we…and the Ka Pa'akai analysis that was done previously would also hold 
for this area is that correct?  

Mr. Hull: Yeah. 

Mr. Estes: A Ka Pa'akai analysis was submitted at the time of receipt of the subdivision 
application, and it was provided to the Planning Commission at the time of preliminary 
subdivision map approval.  

Chair Streufert: Motion please. 

Mr. Giovanni: Just summarize your recommendation, please. 

Mr. Estes: It is recommended, the department is recommending final Subdivision map approval 
of this application.  

Mr. Giovanni: I so move that application be approved as recommended by the Planning 
Department.  

Chair Streufert: Second. Roll call vote, please.  

Mr. Hull: Roll call, Madam Chair. Commissioner Giovanni? 

Mr. Giovanni: Aye. 

Mr. Hull: Chair Streufert? 

Chair Streufert: Aye. 

Mr. Hull: Motion passes, Madam Chair. 2:0. 

Mr. Crawford: Thank you, commissioners. 

Mr. Hull: That concludes the Subdivision Committee meeting. We will be reconvening around 
approximately 9:15 for the Planning Commission meeting. Thank you.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION (None) 
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ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Streufert: Meeting adjourned. 

Chair Streufert adjourned the meeting at 9:06 a.m. 

  Respectfully submitted by: 

      _________________________ 

               Lisa Oyama, 
    Commission Support Clerk 

(  ) Approved as circulated (date of meeting approved). 

(  ) Approved as amended. See minutes of ______________ meeting. 
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cmtsolidation ard re-subilivisiot of Tax Map Key's: (fMK's) (4) 3-8-A18:A01 atd N)9

Kauai farm Bflrean wishes to ga on record in sappart of this suhdioision applicatiod.
We wtdsstand thst this consolidation and re-stbdivision-ing utill seanre mrd presente

\00A a"*es of "agriailhral" lands in peryetuity. KeeVing these lands id yotluctioe and

lottg-term agrianlbre fw the benefit of farm*s aad ranchers, Ta haoe sedne and long-

term access to these egrianlural lails urith idgation watq is essantisl to stccessfal

farming aentures. We contintc to anrk toanards enhancing aur resilieflt and nrccessfal

dia usifi e d agri anltad idastry.

We htmbly ask that the Katai Plmming Commissioners sryoae this application.
Thank you for this opyortuttity to ex?ress orr xtpport for saving these "agrictltural"
I an ds f ar' agri dd tur e ! "

Re sp e ct ful ly s ubmi tte d,

Jaime Barna
Gary Ueunten;
Eric Hansen;
Bill Spitz:
Randy Uyehara;
James Robinson;
& Yawadee Srimake-Yadao

*Kaua'i County Farm Bureau (I(CFB) cultivates a thriving and prosperous agricultural sector. flrmly rcoted in
the community, by working collaboratively to build long term support and providing a respected voice for
Agriculture on Kauai " adopted fuly 2013

fiN r 99"6009841 Hawall GHT *0$2+8768001

l{iui I {s{,rff
f{**1 8U*fAU

M

-a

ffrr,r-J? f1
Vurie Ho for



JOSH GREEN, M.D
GovERNoR

MARK H. TAKEMOTO
AclNc ExEculvE DrREcroR

SYLVIA LUKE
LI, GoVFRNoR

Srarr or HnwAr'l
AGRIBUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

HUI H()'OULU IIN.\ II.\HI.\I

Septembet 9,2026

TRANSM ITTED VIA EMAIL ONLY planningdepartment@kauai.gov

Mr. Ka'iina Hull
Planning Director
County of Kaua'i Planning Department
4444 Rice Street, Suite 473
LThu'e, Hawai'i 96766

Subject ADC Explanatory Letter Regarding Subdivision 3-2027-1 -
Agribusiness Development Corporation and Grove Farm

Dear Planning Director Hull

The Agribusiness Development Corporation (ADC) submits this explanatory letter in
support of its request, with Grove Farm Company, lnc., for approval of Subdivision S-
2027-1. This letter explains ADC's statutory mandate and the public agricultural purpose
served by the proposed acquisition and subdivision. lt is distinct from, and should be
considered together with, any independent letters of support submitted by agricultural
organizations and community stakeholders.

On April 30,2026, the ADC Board approved the purchase of approximately 1,000 acres
of agricultura! land from Grove Farm Company, lnc., located along the eastern
boundary of Ma'alo Road in Llhu'e, Kaua'i. The requested subdivision is necessary to
create the parcel that ADC proposes to acquire, subject to the approval of the Kaua'i
Planning Commission. ADC is not requesting a change in Iand use.

The Legislature established ADC in 1994 through Act 264, Session Laws of Hawai'i
1994, now codified in chapter 163D, Hawai'i Revised Statutes. ADC was created during
the historic downsizing of Hawai'i's sugar and pineapple industries. That transition
released thousands of acres of agricultural land, approximately fifty million gallons per
day of irrigation water, and plantation infrastructure, including irrigation systems, roads,
drainage systems, processing facilities, workshops, and warehouses, that could either
be lost and fragmented or conserved and converted to productive agricultural use.

State Office Tower r 235 South Beretania Street, Suite 205 . Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813
(808) 586-0186 . www.dbedt hawaii.gov/adc
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Chapter 163D created ADC as the public vehicle to make optimal use of these
agricultural assets for the economic, environmental, and social benefit of Hawai'i's
people. Under HRS S 163D-1 , ADC is charged with supporting economically and
environmentally sustainable production for local consumption; facilitating the transition
of former plantation lands and infrastructure to diversified agricultural enterprises;
increasing local agricultural production; reducing reliance on imported agricultural
products; and expanding access to farmland and related infrastructure for small local
farmers and cooperatives. HRS $ 163D-4 expressly authorizes ADC to acquire, own,
improve, rehabilitate, and manage real propefi and agricultural infrastructure for these
purposes.

This acquisition carries out that mandate directly. The approximately 1,000-acre
property is contiguous to ADC's existing approximately 5,720.4 acres on Kaua'i.
Bringing it into public agricultural ownership would preserve a large, connected block of
working agricultural land; reduce the risk of fragmentation or conversion away from
productive agriculture; and allow land, access, water, roads, and other infrastructure to
be planned and managed as an integrated agricultural resource. ADC anticipates
working to provide continuity for existing farmers and ranchers on the property,
including continued agricultural access associated with Kaua'i Cattlemen's weigh
station, while offering long{erm opportunities for diversified production at rents intended
to remain accessible to local producers.

The acquisition also supports Hawai'i's broader food-security policies. Act 151 , Session
Laws of Hawai'i 2019, advanced the State's shategic goal of doubling local food
production and agricultural exports by 2030. Act 175, Session Laws of Hawai'i 2021,
established the Department of Education's goal that at least thirty percent of food
served in public schools be locally sourced by 2030. These goals require more than
purchasing directives: farmers and ranchers need stable access to land, infrastructure,
and sufficient production capacity to supply public institutions and other local markets
consistently. Preserving and coordinating this acreage creates the production base
needed to increase local supply, strengthen aggregation and distribution opportunities,
reduce dependence on imports, and help local producers compete for institutional
purchasing opportunities.

The proposed subdivision is also consistent with the County of Kaua'i's agricultural and
land-use objectives, including the Kaua'i Agriculture Master Plan and the County's
General Plan. lt supports agricultural sustainability, economic diversification,
environmental stewardship, food security, and preservation of Kaua'i's rural character
and working agricultural landscape.

ln short, this acquisition is precisely the type of action for which ADC was established:
conserving a strategically located agricultural asset, integrating it with existing public

State Oftice Tower . 235 South Beretan a Street, Su te 205 . Honolu u, Hawa ' 96813
(B0B)586 0186. www dbedt.hawa gov/adc
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agricultural lands and infrastructure, maintaining access for working farmers and
ranchers, and positioning the land to produce more food for Hawai'i. ADC therefore
respectfully requests approval of Subdivision 3-2027-1.

Sincerely,

T/a"Z-ta/znob
Mark H. Takemoto
Acting Executive Director

c: Mr. Donald Horner
Mr. Casey Watabu
Mr. David Brittin
Mr. Dane Wicker

State Office Tower. 235 South Beretania Street, Suite 205 . Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813
(B0B) 586-0 1 86 . www.dbedt.hawaii.gov/adc
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APPLICANT:

Suppleme nt #2 to
Subdivision Report

Subdivision Application No. S-2027-1

Grove Farm Company, lnc. / State of Hawai'i - Agribusiness Development Corporation

The Applicant has submitted an updated Ka Pa'akai Analysis prepared by Exploration Associates, Ltd.,
dated September 2026, for the Subdivision Committee's review and consideration (refer to Exhibit 'A').
The updated Analysis incorporates additional community outreach conducted.

Based on the information presented in the September 2026 Analysis, the Department finds that the
proposed development is not anticipated to impact any known Hawaiian traditional or customary
practices for the following reasonsl

o There are no known traditional or customary practices of native Hawaiians that are presently
occurring within the Project area.

o There are no known special gathering practices taking place within any portion of the Project area

o The Project will not detrimentally affect access to any streams; access to the shoreline or other
adjacent shoreline areas; or gathering along any streams, the shoreline or in the ocean.

o There are no known religious practices taking place within the Project area.
o There are no known pre-contact culturalor historic sites or resources located within the Project

a rea.

o There are no known burials within the Project area.

A

KENNETH A. ESTES

Planner
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(Applicant's updated Ka Pa'akai Analysis dated September 2026)
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lntroduction

At the request of Cosey Wotobu of Grove Form Compony lnc. Honomd'ulu,
Explorotion Associotes (EAL) conducted o Ko Po'okoi onolysis ot 607 2.9 68-ocre
porcel (TMK: (4) 3-8-018:001 which is in the Honomo'ulu Ahupuo'o, Puno Districl on
Kouo'i lslond (Figures I - 6). Hereinofter referred to os "prqecf oreo". The proiect
oreo is locoted within Honomo'ulu, Ahupuo'o. Grove Form Co. originol requested
o S-lot subdivision. The Plonning Deportment osked for it to be chonged into 3lots.
lnterviews for this Anonlysis were told it wos to be 5 lots but the locotion is still the
some just ihe ocreoge on some of the proposed lots ore lorger. The project is for
subdivision of porcel 001 into ihree lots. Figure 2 shows the proposed subdivison
mop indicoting the 3 new lots. ADC is going to toke over 1000 ocres. The lond is

currenlly owned by the Grove Form Compony lnc., Howoii Golden Troding LLC,

Kouoi Memoriol Gordens lnc. ond Moolo Forms LLC ond is situoted in the uplond
region of Honomd'ulu, Kouo'i, obout 1- 3 miles inlond from the coost. The oreo
includes the former sugor plontotion londs. There ore no development plons nor
choges in use.

The project oreo is below the lower western slopes of Kolepo Ridge outside of the
forest reserve. lt includes ports of Moolo Rood with on eosement io the
Deportment of Woter. The oreo immediotely surrounding lhe project oreo is rurol
ond is primorily used for ogriculturol fields ond poslure londs. The subdivision is not
chonging the uses of the lond.

The County Plonning Deportment requires oll lond permits oddress the proposed
project's effects on troditionol Howoiion proctices, customs, ond beliefs. This Ko
Po'okoi onolysis provides informoiion periinent to the evoluotion of the proposed
proiect's culturol impocts.

Melhodology

Methodologies guided by indigenous Howoiion culiurol perspectives ond intellect
were used to conduct this study. lt is olwoys imperotive thot troditionol volues of
oioho ond ho'ihi (sincerity, love, ond respeci) ore ever present in the octions of
the reseorch ond investigolive teom thot engoges with the noturol environments,
resources, people, ond communities from which/whom informotion will be
gothered for this work. Speciol focus ond ottention is given to ihe exominotion of
the lond, woter ond otmospheric feotures thot ore opplicoble to the study project
oreo ond oll londs ond environments ossocioted with it.

At the onset of this projecl, EAL entered this work wiih much enthusiosm ond
confidence of olreody "knowing" this ploce. Even with o limited window of lime to

.>



conform to, EAL knew thot only o liltle hod been documented to bring forth the
volues ond depth of trodiiionol Howoiion knowledge ond customory proctices of
Honomoulu's oncient post. lnformotion ond personol experiences thot EAL
possessed provided on odvontoge to occomplish the tosk of completing this Ko
Po'okoi onolysis.

Much of the effort in conducting studies such os this is to review ond evoluote the
lond ollocoted for the project oreo ond ony possible odverse influences ond
consequences reloting to indigenous Howoiion beliefs ond proctices.

Scope of Work

(l ) The identity ond scope of volued culturol, historicol, or noturol resources thol ore
found within ihe proposed projeci oreo ond relevont oreos within the ohupuo'o
of Honomo'ulu, including the extent to which troditionol ond customory Notive
Howoiion rights ore exercised.

(2) The extent to which those resources, including trodilionol ond customory Nolive
Howoiion rights, will be offected or impoired by the proposed oclion.

(3) The feosible oction, if ony, to be token by the ogency to reosonobly protect
Notive Howoiion righls if they ore found to exist. (Ko Po'okoi, 94 How. ot 19, 7
P.3d ot 1084.)

Environmentol Setling

Alluvium, colluvium ond tenigenous sediments resulting f rom lhe erosion of the
primory islond building events in Kouo'i history, the Woimeo Conyon Volconic Series
ond the Koloo Volconic Series, ore the mojor sources of sediment for the formotion
of Kouo'i's non-mountoinous region (MocDonold ond Abbott 1970:382-384).
Honomd'ulu is locoted within the physiogrophic division known os the Lllru'e Ploin
(Armstrong 1973:30). During higher seo levels, tenigenous sediment occumuloled
further inlond os streoms releosed their sediment loods further inlond from where the
shoreline hod encrooched. Also, reefs grew with the rising seo level, ond, os the seo
receded, morine sediments were creoted ond deposited on shore by the erosion of
these reefs. Both processes were porl of the formolion of the Lilru'e Ploin. Topogrophy
includes slopes from Kolepo Ridge with uplond silty cloy soils developed from
bosoltic rock.

According 1o the U.S. Deporlment of Agriculture Soil Conservotion Service (SCS), soils
in the project oreo consist of Lihue Silty cloys (LhB). These soils ore chorocterized by

4
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moderotely ropid permeobility, slow runoff, ond slight erosion hozord. Engineering
interpretotions for this soil type indicote no unusuol conditions thot would offect
construclion. However, shrink-swell potentiol is indicoted os moderote.

There exist three soil suitobility studies f or Howoii which describe the physicol
ottributes of lond ond the relotive productivity of different lond types. These ore: Soil
Conservofion Service Soil Survey, Detoiled Lond Clossificotion, ond Agriculturol Londs
of lmportonce to the Stote of Howoii.

Soil Conservotion Service (SCS) Soil Survey: SCS soil copobility clossificotions ore
bosed on soil profile, topogrophy, woter holding copocity, droinoge, erosion hozord,
pH, workobilily, ond depth of rool penetrolion. The SCS soil copobility clossificotions
ronge from lto Vlll, with I representing the best. Closs I soils hove no more thon
minimol limitotions thot restrict crop production. Closs ll soils hove moderote
limitotions. Closs lll soils ore morginol ond Closses lV to Vlll soils ore unsuitoble for crop
production, with Closs Vlll hoving the most severe limiiotions.

The SCS clossifies the Lihue silly cloy in Sugorcone Group l, indicoling thot this soils
type is in ihe grouping most suitoble for sugorcone produclion. The soils copobility
group is Subcloss lle. This indicotes the soils ore subject to moderote erosion if they
ore cultivoted ond not protected. Soils ore 30" to more thon 60" deep ond hove
slopes of 0% to 8%.

Detoiled Lond Clossificotion: The Lond Study Bureou (LSB) clossifies soils by lond type
in which clossificotions ore provided for on overoll crop productiviiy roting, with ond
without irrigotion, ond for selected crop productivity rotings for seven crops. LSB

overoll rotings ronge from A to E, with A being the best. The detoiled clossificotion
done by the Lond Study Bureou for the islond of Kouoi in 1957 designotes the project
oreo os B4li; B indicoting o productivity roting of B (second highest on scole); 41

indicoting the soil type, Lihue silty cloy; ond iindicoling it is inigoied.

According to the U.S. Deportment of Agriculture (USDA) soil survey (Foote et ol. 19721,
the project oreo consists of soils from the Honolei Series (HnA, Honolei silty cloy,0 to
2% slopes; HrB, Honolei silty cloy, deep woter loble, 0 to 6% slopes), loleou Series (loB,
loleou silty cloy loom, 21o 6% slopes; loC, loleou silty cloy loom, 6to 12% slopes),
Kopo'o Series (KkD, Kopoo silty cloy, 15 to 25% slopes), Lihue Series (LhD, Lihue silty
cloy, 0 to 8% slopes; LhC, Lihue silty cloy,8 to 15% slopes; LhE2, Lihue silty cloy,25 to
40% slopes, eroded; LlB, Lihue grovelly silty cloy, 0 to 8% slopes; LlC, Lihue grovelly silty
cloy,8 to l5% slopes), Nonopohu Series (NnC, Nonopohu cloy,2Io l0% slopes), ond
Puhi Series (PnB, Puhi silty cloy loom, 3 to 8% slopes; PnC, Puhi silty cloy loom, 8 to 15%
slopes; PnD, Puhi silty cloy loom, 1 5 to 25% slopes).

Sugorcone hos been the preferred crop for this locofion, ond becouse of this, the soil

@
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hos been heovily worked mechonicolly through time. This re-occurring soil
preporotion, yeor upon yeor for sugorcone production, hos resulted in mixed stroto
os well os the inclusion of non-notive soils, such os sond ond corol, being imported
for soil heqlth.

6
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Subject Property
ConYey to ADC (Proposed Lot 2)

Kalepa Village
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Figure 7. lB45 Mop of Kouo'i by Chorles Wilkes for U.S. Mopping Expedition. Nofe lhol ii shows 6
moku or districls including Ko'olou, Holele'o, No Poli, Kono ond Mono. Typicolly, Kouo'i is

dividied into 5 moku. Mono is usuo//y considered os port of the Kono moku.

Geologicolly, Kouo'i is the oldest of the moin inhobited islonds in the choin. lt is

olso the northwestern-most islond, with O'ohu os its closest volconic sibling
seporoted by the tempestuous Kq'ie'ie Chonnelwhich is more lhon72 miles long.
ln centuries post, Kouo'i's isolotion from the other islonds kept it sofe from outside
invosion ond unworronted conflict.

Culturol Overview

This proect oreo is in the midlond region of Honomo'ulu, which hos ployed o
criticol role in both historicol ond culturol development. Plontotion octivities ond
comp settlements shoped the culturol londscope, including sugor tronsportotion
infrostructure ond communol ogriculturol proctices in these inlond zones.

t3

tfl



Ka Pa'akai Analysis

Poeticolly, the islond is colled, "Monokolon'ipo'i or 'Kouo'i o Mon5" ofter the
oncient chief who wos lorgely responsible for elevoling Kouo'i's oncient society
to sophisticoted heights of odvoncement ond productivity. For centuries, from the
time of Monokolonipo's reign, ihrough Komehomeho's unsuccessful ottempls to
invode Kouo'i in l/95 ond 1804, Kouo'i remoined free from worfore.

ln 1810, Koumuoli'i occepted Komehomeho os the supreme oli'i by peocefully
ceding Kouo'i to the newly United Kingdom of Howoi'i. With honor, Koumuoli'i
wos encouroged to return to rule on Kouo'i os its tribuiory chief under
Komehomeho l.

ln occordonce with the oncient lond division system, on entire islond is referred to
os o mokupuni. While the word, moku by itself con olso meon islond, ii is o lerm
thot is more specif icolly used to identify o district. Puni meons, controlled,
sunounded, lo goin conlrol of. lt comes from the word, oupuni which is used lo
describe o governmeni, kingdom, dominion, notion, or populotion thot is

governed or under the leodership of o ruler. ln oncient times, o mokupuni could
include on eniire islond os well os multiple islonds thot wos ruled by on Ali'i Nui or
poromount chief. Hisioricolly, the mokupuni of Kouo'i hos included the islonds of
Ni'ihou os well os Lehuo.

Kouo'i lslond hos troditionolly been divided into 5 moku including: Ko'olou,
Holele'o, No Poli, Kono ond Puno. The oli'i nui oppoinled o/i 'i 'oi moku or dislrict
chiefs to monoge the vorious moku.

Common district nomes thot ore universolly used ocross of the Howoiion
orchipelogo include "Ko'olou" morking the windword sides of the islonds; "Kono" -
the leeword sides of the islonds; ond "Puno" - indicoting regions where springs ond
fresh woter obound.

The boundories of the five moku on Kouo'i were chonged in the lole 1800s to
reflect the present-doy judiciol lond districh. The project is in Honomd'ulu. The
ohupuo'o (troditionol Howoiion lond division) of Honomd'ulu is on the souiheosl
coost of Kouo'i in the troditionol Puno dislrict ond the modern Lihu'e judiciol
district, between the ohupuo'o of Woiluo to the norlh ond Kolopokl to the south.
The ohupuo'o nome meons "tired (os from wolking) boy" (Pukui et ol. 1974:411.
Wichmon ( 1 998:61 ) relotes thot Honomo'ulu Boy wos given this nome becouse it
wos "off the moin oroundjhe-islond troil ond o troveler hod to wolk extro miles to
get there."

14
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Historic documentotion records the chonging nome of lhe district in which the
ohupuo'o of Honomd'ulu is locoted. ln eorlier doys, ihe ohupuo'o wos in the moku
(district) of Puno, but todoy it is in lhe judiciol district of Lihu'e (meoning "cold chill," or
"goosef lesh").

The nome, Lihu'e, opplied in o lorger sense, including ihe dislricts of whot ore now
Kowoihou ond Lihu'e, reoching from Anoholo to the Gop, being mode so by low in
oboui the yeor 1861 , occording to eorly court records, but some yeors loter divided
into the present two districts. The lorge district wos olso known os the Puno district ond
is found on eorly mops os such. lt wos August thirteenth, 1880, thot the district wos
divided into two, by oct of Legisloture with King Kolokouo's signoture.... Lihu'e, in o
locol sense, ond lrom which the nome of the district wos derived meont only thot little
portion of lond upon which ihe present villoge, os consisting of bonk, post office ond
store, now stonds. [Rice 1914:461

Honomo'ulu wos permonently inhobited ond intensively used in pre-Western Contoct
(pre-17781 Howoi'i. As suggested by the ohupuo 'o nome with its cleor coostol
references to the distinctive boy, the coostol zone of Honomd'ulu wos the locus for
permonent hobitotion, heiou (religious structures), ond numerous troils. lntensive
ogriculture, including irrigoied kolo Io'l (irrigoted ioro potches), covered the volley
floodploin of the Honomd'ulu River ond exlended 2.5 miles inlond (Hondy 1940:67) ln
these inlond oreos, toro polches were often in the gulches, while houses ond sweet
pototo potches were scoltered on the kulo (dry lond oreos) on eoch side of the
gulches (Hondy 1940:154). Notive forests were used for their resources (wood, birds,
medicinol plonts, etc.) ond were used for the cultivolion of such plonts os wouke
(poper mulberry), which were used to moke their topo clothing (Hondy 1940; 198).

Troditionolly, the districts were further divided into smoller lond divisions known os,

ohupuo'o which included the obundonce oi lond ond resources from the mountoin
1o the seo. Under the direction of the oli'i 'oi moku, the o/i'i'oi ohupuo'o or lond
division chief wos put in chorge of governing the ohupuo'o. The oli'i 'oi ohupuo'o
oppointed konohiki who served os the heodmon of the ohupuo'o lond division, ond
wos solely responsible for the monogement of lond, woter ond fishing rights. An
ingenious concept, the oncient design of ihe ohupuo'o system continues to be on
excellent model for sustoinobility ond lond ond noturol resource monogemeni todoy.
The common description thot ohupuo'o ore "pie-shoped" is inoccurote. However, it is

o generol proctice to opply triongulotion of the 3-moin boundory points of the
ohupuo'o when identifying its respective division lines. Addilionolly, ohupuo'o do not
terminote ot the oceon word boundory points. The boundory lines ore purposely
extended inlo the oceon so thot it olso includes the resources ond minerols of the reef
ond oceon os well.

t5
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A mojor element of focus for this Ko Po'okoi onolysis is bosed on the'oino or lond thqt
is the project oreo, os well os surrounding londs ond noturol resources thot ore linked
to the project oreo. lt is importont to reoders of this Ko Po'okoionolysis to hove o bosic
understonding of the oncient lond division system ond the vorious words, terms ond
idioms ossocioted with Howoiion lond designotion ond Howoiion lond use. This is

especiolly helpful in identifying ond reloting to specific locotions ond ploce nomes
thot ore pertinent to this study.

lrland ot
llauai

Figures 8 & 9 show Kouo'i lslond Disfricfs ond Boundories. Fig 8 on the /eff show the originol moku of
Ko'o/ou, Halele'o, Nd Polr, Kono ond Puno. Fig 9 on the right show fhe revised boundones ond judiciol

lond disticts of Kowoihou, Honolei, Woimeo, KOloo ond Lihu'e.
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Mo'olelo: Storied Origins & Iroditionol Ploces

Mo'o Olelo is the succession of tolk; or ihe continuotion ond perpetuotion of
orol histories ond lroditions thot were possed on in story ond chonl forms. lt is

from this thoi the word mo'olelo is derived - stories, toles, myths, legends, ond
chronicles; records of informotion thot wos storied in the memories of Howoi'i's
oncient people. Another term thot is used is ko'oo - orol troditions ond myths
thot represent the culturol truths, wisdom, ond experiences of kipuno.

Throughout the Ko Po'okoi onolysis, exomples of troditionol Howoiion mo'olelo
ore presented to link the reoder with troditionol ploces, beliefs ond proctices
ossocioted with the oncestrol worldview of Howoi'i's indigenous Howoiion
people. Mo'olelo ond ko'oo ore not viewed os fonciful foiry toles or fictionol
stories woven to entertoin. Loden with skillful use of metophors ond poetic
expressions, they ore involuoble sources of informotion lhot hove preserved o
sense of consciousness ond inner connection of the konoko 'oiwi with his

mu ltidime nsion ol world.

ln one occouni of the legend of Kowelo, he is soid io be born in Honomd'ulu
(Fornonder,l9lS-1919 Yol.2:21. After mony bottles with Aikonoko (his cousin),
whom he eventuolly vonquishes, he retires to his porents' old house in
Honomd'ulu (Fornonder,l9l & l9l 9 Yol.2:70-711. Honomd'ulu is olso mentioned
in the story of Pele, where, in o jeolous roge she covers Lohiou (her lover) with
lovo. Two of Pele's brothers bring him bock to life ond one brother tronsforms
himself inlo o conoe ond they soil to Kouo'ilonding ot Ahukini. Lohiou then goes
io Honomd'ulu where he found oll of lhe houses closed sove one where two
men were moking topo. They oll wolk to Kopo'o where Lohiou is eventuolly
reunited with Hiioko, Pele's sister (Rice, 1923:7-ll).

To the eosl, iust obove the project oreo, is Kolepo ridge ond its highest peok,
Kolepo, which meons "troder, merchont solesmon, peddle ond to trode, sell os

merchondise, peddle or to flutter or wove" (Pukui et ol, 1986:1221.|t literolly
meons to "sirike flog" which o solesmon would do to signol items for borler. A
heiou, Ko-lou-o-ko-monu (tip of the end piece of the conoe) wos locoted ot
the bose of Kolepo ond thus its nome. lt wos soid to be used for humon socrifices
ond feored by lrovelers who hurried post it becouse of the bod smell (Wichmon,
1998:61). Thrum (1906: 40) described lhe heiou os "o lorge wolled heiou thot
stood obove the present mill; desiroyed oboui 1855. Of pookonoko closs."
There ore two stones beside the heiou, ond the story is thot Chief 'U'u-koni-po
wos betrothed to Ko-lou-o-komoni, o chiefess of Honomd'ulu. 'U' u-koni-po
weni to see Ko-lou-o-komoni with his friend Ko-ipo-lei-monu. They were wolking
down o poth toword Kolepo from Kilohono Croter when lhey encountered o

17

@
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womon who told them to turn bock. She told them not to go neor Ko-lou-o-
komoni but to go bock toword the mountoins to seek her sister, Moeopoki'i ond
morry her. 'U'u-koni-po recognized her os Ko-lou-o-komoni's ghost ond wos
determined to find out whot hoppened to her. They hurried toword the villoge,
but the stench wos so strong they were overcome ond turned into rocks. These
rocks guord the poth os o worning to trovelers (Wichmon, 1986:62).

Kilohono croter is o smoll collopsed shield volcono thot stroddles the ohupuo'o
of Honomo'ulu ond Hoiku to the west. The nome Kilohonq meons "vontoge
point" (Wichmon, 1998:60). ln the Legend of Komopuoo, the worrior ond o
friend Limoloo journey from Kipu looking for the two doughters of Koneiki. They
come upon them of Kilohono in o volley overgrown with kukuitrees where they
were gothering kukui nuts (Fornonder, 1959:230). Komopuoo loter defends
Koneiki in o bottle with Mokolii ond his wqrriors. Kukui is olso mentioned in the
story of Kilo, son of Mo'ikeho, who goes to Ro'ioteo to bring bock his fother's
foster son, Lo'o-moi-Kohiki. At eoch stop in Ro'ioteq he encounters severol
questions, one is whot he (Moikeho) is doing ond where the kukui blossoms of
Puno chonge; where the woters of Wqiluo stretch out..." (Wichmon, 2003: 31).
Kilohono wos olso known for o porticulor kind of moile, mqile ku (Fornonder, V5,
19]8:616).

The significonce ond merit of mo'o 'olelo - whqt on ingenious trodition of
tronsmitting wisdom, knowledge, history ond more through the succession of
the voice conveyed through the telling of stories ond the perpetuotion of the
ort form of chonts ond the orol troditions thot inspire the essence of indigenous
Howoiion culturol proctices ond beliefs.

He Hu 'eone ko mokoni o Nowi/iwi/i
He Wiimuo ko mokoni o Kolopokf
He 'Ehukoi ko mokoni o Ahukini
He Piiholo ke kiu holo ki'i mokqni
Lele ku/o o Lrhu'e
He Kuli'iihiu ko mokonio Kopoio
He Ho'oluoko 'inehe ko makonio
Honomii'ulu
IHo'oulumohiehie 200 6o:1 8; 2006b:1 7 )

The wind of Nowiliwili is o Hu'eone
The wind of Kolopokl is o Woohue
The wind of Ahukini is on 'Ehukoi
A Poholo wind is the scoui thot fetches
the winds sweeping the Liiu'e .. ploins
The wind of Kopoio is o Kuli'ohiu
The wind ofHonomo'ulu is o Ho'oluoko'inehe
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Ka Pa'akai Analysis

The nome of the wind (mokoni) of Honomo'ulu, "Ho'oluoko'inehe ", is not
tronsloted, but severol Howoiion winds begin with the term ho'o/uo, which is o
sirong, or forceful wind (Kent 1986:438). The nome of the mokoni of neighboring
Kopoio "Kuli'ohiu" is olso uncertoin but "'ohiu" is o nome for o wind of Kohono
O'ohu with o connototion of 'Wild" or "untomed" (Pukui ond Elbert 1984:7).

ln the story of Kuopoko' o, the hero chonts the winds of the Kouo' i for his fother
Poko'o:

He olooli ko The olooli is of Huleio,
He woikoi ko Ko/opokl The woikoi is ofKolopoki,
He kooo ko Honomoulu The kooo is of Honomoulu,
[Fornonder I 9l 8o:5:96-97]

Honomd'ulu Wohi Pono

Ploce nomes ond wohi pono ("legendory ploce") (Pukui ond Elbert
1986.3771 ore on integrol port of Howoiion culiure. "ln Howoiion culiure, if o
poriiculor spot is given o nome, it is becouse on event occurred there which
hos meoning for the people of thoi time" (McGuire 2000:17). The wohi pono
were ihen possed on through longuoge ond the orol trodition, thus
preserving the unique significonce of the ploce. Howoiions nomed oll sorts

of objects ond ploces, points of interest thot moy hove gone unnoticed by
persons of other culturol bockgrounds.

There ore o few wohi pono, notoble ploces, thol hove ossocioted slories
exploining the origin of the nomes. One of the inlond streoms in Honomo'ulu
is Woiohi, which meons "fiery woler." This steoms merges with Woioko,
"reflecting slreom." The woter of this streom wos the body of o kupuo, o
supernoturol creoture thol could ioke severol forms. One doy the villogers
on the streom cought 40'o'opu (gobies) in o bomboo trop. They ote oll lhe
fish, without shoring ony with their neighbors. Overeoting gove them
dionheo, o fitting punishment for their disrespect, greed, ond selfishness

(Wichmon 1998:60).

The suggestion of inhospitolily ot Honomo'ulu recorded by Rice ("Lohiou
found oll the houses but one closed") is reminiscent of the Howoiion proverb

t9

Howoiions nomed toro polches, rocks ond trees thot represented deiiies ond
oncestors, sites of houses ond heiou (ploces of worship). conoe londings,
fishing stotions in the seo, resting ploces in the forests, ond the tiniest spots
where miroculous or interesting events ore believed to hove token ploce.
(Pukui et ol. 19741
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No Honom/i 'ulu ko ipu puehu, or "the quickly emptied contoiner belongs to
Honomo'ulu" (Pukui ,l983:252), which implies the food contoiners of
Honomo'ulu were often bore-o plousible reoson for the locol residents to be
siingy.

Honomd'ulu literolly tronslotes to "tired (os from wolking) boy" os reloled by
Pukui (Pukui eI ol. 1974:41). Honomo'ulu wos o term "used to describe the
mony exlro miles o troveler needed to wolk in order to get to this locotion;
trovelers would often orrive with sore feet" (Wichmon 1998:5,l). Honomo'ulu
wos olso the nome of o villoge (Pukui et ol. 1974). The ohupuo'o of
Honomd'ulu occupies o norrow seclion of Kouo 'i nestled on the
southeostern side of the islond between three distinctive lond feolures-
Kilohono Croter, Ko'ili'iliohinole, ond Kolepo.

Kilohono Croter ("vontoge point") is locoted west of the project oreo. The
ploce nome refers to the croter's exceptionol views over the surrounding
londscope. The croter morks the upper (mouko) boundory of Honomd'ulu
Ahupuo'o (Wichmon .l998:60). 

The upper slopes of Kilohono Croter feed the
sireoms of Woiohi ("fiery woter") ond Woioko ("reflective streom") which
originote ot elevoiions of 2,500 ft ond 1,640 ft, respectively. These woters,
considered to be kupuo (the bodies of supernoturol beings), flow into Kopoio
Reservoir ond then into Honomo'ulu Streom (olso colled Kopoio Streom),
before exiting ot Honomd'ulu Beoch Pork (Wichmon 1998:60).

Another peok is colled Ko'ili'iliohi, meoning "pebblestone of the cleor fire," o
reference to the slones used in ploying the Howoiion checker gome colled
konone. Wichmon (1998:621 speculotes this might be o good ploce to find
smoll pebbles thot could be used for gome pieces. Ko'ili'iliohinole peok is

port of the Kolepo Ridge thot runs olong lhe eostern boundory of the projecl
oreo. Ko'ili'iliohinole is the northernmost peok within Honomo'ulu Ahupuo'o.
This peok moy hove been o source forthe red stones used in konone inwhich
one ployer used whife stones ond the other either block or red sfones
(Wichmon 1998:62-631. This pu'u, or peok/hill, colled Ko'ilihinoleo in Rice's

11923:49-50l version of this story is ossocioted with o story of two brothers,
Wo'owo'oikino'ouoo ond Wo'owo'oikino'oupo, The-Wise-One ond The-
Stupid-One, who lived on lhe flots of Nukole between Honomo'ulu ond
Woiloo [Woiluo] Streom. Nukole is probobly o reference to Nukoli'i, o beoch
oreo on the boundory between Honomo'ulu ond Woiluo Ahupuo'o (Clork
1990:5). One doy they troveled inlond up ihis ridge io collect birds. The-Wise-
One soid thot he cloimed oll ihe birds with two holes in their beok. At the end
of ihe doy, he hod oll the birds ond his brother hod none. The-Stupid-One
told his mother whot his brother hod done, ond she exploined to him the trick
ond devised o scheme for his revenge. The nexl time they went to the bird
grounds, she told her son to pluck oll the feothers off the birds, to smeor his
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body with breodfruit gum, ond then roll in the feothers. He snuck up behind
his brother ond yelled "Apou! The okuo of the mountoin is ofter you! He will
grob you!" (Rice i923:50). This frightened his brother so bodly ihot he
dropped oll his cloimed birds, which The-Stupid-One then cloimed for his own
(Rice I 923:49-50; Wichmon 1998:62-63).

There ore coves in the cliffs of Honomo'ulu. One of these is colled No-poli-
'o'omo-o-, the concove cliffs of Honomo'ulu. A mon nomed Pueo lived here
ond could not find o wife to sotisfy him. He troveled oll the woy to O'ohu ond
met o womon nomed Ke'olohiwoi who hod olso refused to toke o mote,
soying she wos woiting for the mon of her dreoms. When the two met, they
recognized eoch oiher os the one lhey hod been woiiing for ond Pueo ond
Ke'olohiwoi returned to Honomo'ulu to live in the coves, which were nomed
Ke'olohiwoi ofter the couple's deoth (Aukoi n.d.; Wichmon 1998:621.

These mo 'o/e/o conloin severol recurrent threods. Conoe londings ore
mentioned ond would hove been eosy in the uniquely protected environs
of Honomo'ulu Boy. Whether oniving by conoe or lond, trovelers did not find
much sustenonce here, eitherdue to lock of resources, ihe tight-fisted noture
of the residents, or both. Finolly, it is likely Honomo'ulu wos the residence of
some o/i'i (chiefly closs )-stotus individuols, os suggested in the mo'o/e/o of
Kowelo ond the presence of o mojor socrificiol heiou (temple),
Kolouokomonu.

Howoiion Religious & Cullurol Proctices, Gothering Rights in
the Honomd'ulu Ahupuo'o

A field investigotion of the project oreo on April l, 2025, by the outhor, o
quolified orchoeologist, resulted in no evidence or findings of significont plonts
or noturol resources thot ore ossocioted with Howolion gothering rights for
subsistence, culturol or religious proctices. Since this porcel is inlond noihing on
this porcel hos offected troditionol occess.
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Kolepo ("to flutter") is the third peok in the ohupuo'o (Wichmon 1998:6,l).
This peok is pori of the Kolepo Ridge locoted olong the eostern boundory of
the pro.lect oreo. Kdlepo peok wos purportedly used in pre-Coniocl limes
for signoling messoges (Domon 1931:913). The ploce nome, Kdlepo, moy
refer to the peok's function os o signoling stotion.
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A Conneclion ond Understonding of Ploce
Troditionol Wisdom & Knowledge

Over the yeors, residents hove lost louch with the ploce nomes ond their
meonings for this oreo. The hobit of identifying troditionol londmorks whether
they ore mountoins, beoches, etc. by generolizotion is common. A greoter
misfortune is the more populor trend ond use of nicknomes creoted by recent
generotions of lronsient ond komo'dino residents. Disoppointedly, this hos
resulted in the greoter loss of knowledge ond oworeness of troditionol
Howoiion ploces ond wohi pono.

Knowledge of wohi pono ond their ploce nomes for both sub.lect ohupuo'o of
this Ko Po'okoi onolysis ore on the verge of being forgotten ond lost oltogether.
There is o sense of urgency to bring this to the forefront of our colleclive
ottention ond creote leorning opportunities for the notive Howoiion
community.

Honomo'ulu is considered the birthploce of High Chief Kowelo.

Lond Commission Aword Cloims Honomd'ulu Ahupuo'o
ond Associoted Knowledge

Lond Commission Awords ond Mohele Awords ore Sources of Title odjudicoted
by the Lond Commissioners to cloimonts. Mohele Awords ore Sources of Title

specificolly issued to those chiefs who received their londs from the king but
foiled to present iheir cloims before lhe Lond Commission ond thus received
titles to their londs from the Minister of the lnterior. Komehomeho Deeds ore
Sources of Title to Crown Londs thol Komehomeho lll, lV ond V conveyed.
Minister of lnterior Deeds were Sources of Tilles thot conveyed londs from the
governmeni to privote individuols by the Minister of the lnterior during the
Kingdom of the Monorchy. Potents - both Royol ond Lond - were issued on the
owords os evidence thot the Government's right to commulotion therein wos
sotisfied. An oword together with o potent perfected the owordee's title to the
property. Gronts by Royol Potent ond Lond Poient were Sources of Title deriving
from the soles of government londs. The term "Royol" indicoies thot the
document wos issued during the Howoiion Monorchy (up to ,l893). 

The Lond
Potent or Lond Potent Gront thus meons the document wos issued ofter the
monorchy.

The Kuleono Act of 
,l850 

ollowed moko'dinono (Notive Howoiion commoners),
in principle, to own lond porcels o1 which they were currently ond octively
cultivoting ond/or residing. ln the period of the Mohele ond kuleono cloims
(1848-1853), Victorio Komomolu wos oworded the ohupuo 'o of Honomd'ulu
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os port of o konohiki oword, LCA 7713,'Apono (Lot) 2 (Woihono'Aino 20221.

Since the oii'i ond konohiki were nof required to record the use of their lorge
lond owords, the surrounding smoller ku/eono owords of the moko'oinono ossist

in identifying lond use of this oreo of Honomd'ulu . Twenly ku/eono porcels were
cloimed within Honomo'ulu Ahupuo'o. Of these porcels, five were not
oworded (LCA 2559+K.3370,33928,3641, ond 56408) due to undocumented
circumstonces. The ku/eono porcels were olong the wide mokoi flood ploin of
Honomd'ulu Streom ond only extend obout 100 m mouko of the Kopoio Bridge
on Kuhio Highwoy (no ku/eono porcels were in the vicinity of the project oreo).
Ko/o (toro), the mojor siople, wos cultivoted in these river flood ploins. The
ku/eono mentions smoll ku/o (ploin, field) where sweet poiotoes ond other
produce were presumobly grown.

Neorly every LCA cloim in Honomd'ulu contoined on'ouwoi (dilch), necessory
for lo 'i cultivotion. The cloims for LCA lois in Honomd'ulu mention thot Howoiion
ho/e (houses), /o 'l ond ku/o londs (londs used for dry lond ogriculture or posture)
were locoted olong both sides of Honomd'ulu River, extending from the shore
up to the villoge of Kopoio. The /o'i ond ku/o londs were often included together
in one 'iipono. with house sites belonging to seporote 'iipono. Overoll, the LCA

documentotion indicotes indigenous Howoiion subsistence octivities being
procticed in ond oround Honomd'ulu Streom (Woihono'Aino 20255).

This project is believed to hove hod o very low level of troditionol Howoiion use

(no LCAs in the projecl oreo vicinity) ond no historic use prior to sugor cone
field development. There ore no hoo'oino (commoner) Lond Commission
Awords (LCA), or kuleono porcels, in the proiect oreo. This does not, however,
meon Notive Howoiions did not occupy this londscope prior to cone
cultivotion.

Although mony Howoiions did not submit or follow through on cloims for their
londs, the distribution, ond written testimonies of LCAs provides insight into
potterns of residence ond ogriculture. Mony of these polierns probobly existed
for centuries. By exomining the poiierns of ku/eono LCA porcels, insight con be
goined into the likely intensity ond noture of Howoiion octivity in the oreo ot the
time.

LCAs identify trodiiionol lond use, but mosily in lowlond oreos.
Mentions hisioricol disturbonces post-Komehomeho unificotion offecting lond
control ond culturol continuity. Confirms midlond oreo wos
likely underutilized in troditionol periods. The coostol ond river volley oreos of
Honomd'ulu were more likely zones of troditionol ogriculture ond hobitotion.
The midlonds, where this proiect is locoted, were minimolly or never
occupied trodiiionolly. Some references suggest possible use of the uplonds
for limited ogriculture like sweei pototo, breodfruit ond coconuts.
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Toble l. Land Commission Awords in Honamo'ulu Ahupuo'o including LCA Number. Cloimont Nome. ,//i ond Nofes on Lond Use

Clairurut L:rud Lie

1659 Karoa- Paulo liiliaola f bimart abardorcd clarm
317l Lalabihmoku I(uha. hrala Villagp 'Apmal: ffrelolldo

'Apme1: llouselot
l_170 Naehu Ifupara Thme lo'i kalo under culbtahon ud fi've lo'i talo rc{ culbvrtiq kula 'ernr

adjoining n'[ere louse lot lies
(l:imeit reqgil'td land Aolr brr fathr: clarurt sultil'amd tre lrud urdcr his
fathcr ard at ttr death of his fa6et he inhrited &e l"md

3371 ),Iaehu Kapei! Ter lo'i kalo. surll lda 'ftna. ad hsuse l6rf; f,laimant p61,!1'ed lmd Aom Lis
$or-E-h$. KailiLaniaafiel bc cauc to Krua'i: Nmhu pused nvay ra [$49

thE Iatrd to his daqhter. Keipuand \t
li9:B Kah Opaeiopai Three lc'i kalo
341_. Prll Peailt Opca*r lo'i kalo. <rnall hila 'aura- anda hotse lot
1J',t6 Pelelane I{apuhela. Eahorrvn Fou lo'i kalo (uthe 'dt oflfupuahala)

Horse lot ucar thr searhore (at Kalawa)
1558 Kele lloewa. tr'aaoao. Hcena Tbree lo'i Lalo rnfre 'ili of ll'araoao md r smrll kula 'ina ad.yoirrng

Chimant has a house lol ttr thr 'ili of Hoesa
fbirnrnt rcsgi1'Ed hrs lmd frour hrs tten( Petge, m 18.16; Clairrq"t rtoeiged
hrs houre lot from trfu0: Clainad prniou$' [dd a house lot at Opar *tich
rvel dryutrd bI Keo the Konohli; Claimlrt agreed to $audoa brs house Iot

and Keo rgf,Red to grn claimmt house lot m Hanaln
1600 Kecla:rru Prlalra Lo'i (irng3t€d temce) md a hmse lot

-j610 Kura*atraotuo I rmauela.
Kmalah.uahana

l,Io aralablr
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Claimllt 'tri

Kapaia 'Apoe I : Six lo'i LaIo ir tb 'ili of llryaie
'AIme 2: Ilouse lot in th 'ili oflGpria
Chimrnt r:ccivrd hig lmd froor Kro iu itp &:n of I( ilrionr

_1611 Kuhauroana

'ipua 1: l}rce lo'r talo in tle 'ili of Haui'ulu
'Apua 2: House lot m tbc 'ili of llooi'ulu
Clrim'{ rceil'ed his lmd Aom Pau sooo aicr Kauoe m to Kaua'i ud has
trd ocupied il gr'(r sircr: lhEre is Do diwdes to this claim with lhr
exrtptiou to tbr oqaership of rn onryr tft st dilg oo th laad: it w'as
planed b1' a uala'fiuna who <[ed rnd his hct hdd oDto th ttle for Fars;
ir tb daF of Kaitiewa th€ chieG tooL passesgio! ofthE tEe od h c h.ld
it els siur

r o.l-.1 Krualupa Haumn ulu

'{pme I : Oue lo'i talo cdlcd L{orh in lhc 'ili of Waieo
'Apme 2: Eghl lo'i orltinEd (rn rdditiod 23 Lo'i tet {t not uudtr
cululltoo)
'Apoa l: Housc tot in tb lrti ofPepur'a

3641 Kapulr Waieo ad kE (also called
a['ikqo[o:Dcarb
rDda?.!d!dt 'rll laDd
dirisior within rn
ah.pua'r palEg tftuh ro
thc ruling chic( uot ttc
chiefofthe ahryua'a) of
Pryr.ra'e

Hoa. Wailua Kalauiuli 'Apor 1: ftr€e to'i cultivrted ed srvcnl rct cdtivried; l(utr 'fur i! tc
'ili ofllo
'Apmr 2: Thre l,o'i cdtfuaEd ed stvcrNl rot cultiwhd; Luh 'fur iD th. 'fi
of Weihu
'Ame l: Housc lot in th 'ili of Kaleduti

-j 6.18 Ifula. Gapeliela

Fiw lo'i hlo in the 'ili of Noai ud a mdl koh 'nn adjoiniq; hflsc lor
(otula'5u)

-r6.t9 Kamalo N our

Two to'i Lrlo in thc 'ili of Ka'autai: daioaat bs r hqEe lot h th.
hlanalauhalc (r.illaec) of hrrtatolu

l6J0 Kaluhin'ahr K.r'eulai htalohr
ViIue

(

(
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LCA Clainart [-]cr

J{umbrr

3(51 Koli'i !,{rnlili,
(sflseiham}onr \/jlla g3

Fotr lo'i lalo w:tb r srqall kuh 'iba adjourry u &e 'ili of Maulili; tbelflh
'aila u not being cultivatcd; mlmcd hrse lot in tte vrllage of
Kauataitran:hma

3657 )'Iho Lrmarvela FflE lo'i lalo itrtbr 'ili of Linarvch mlt a suull hla 'aim adjoiurlg
Claimrnt bad hir land fiom Pru iu thr }tlu of 1846 audoccupird rt il th
pcasc ustl th tiBc of his dcsth rhrh occr[cd soofl at€r his claEr wEr sest
to hc L:sl Corrmi:sion; th clam was never dispubd rmtl Kpo becane hna
(orerseer) in 1849: Keo swore that te too& array rwo ofthr lo'i trlo because

thev sse old t6'eh (srnall 164 96 br a tDart for the chid) and Pau hed oo
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Eorly Accounls of Honom6'ulu

Honomo'ulu SugorCompony, estoblished in 1870 (Conde ond Best 1973: 155).
The Honomoulu Mill wos erected in '1877 ond wos recorded in on '1885 mop of
Honomd'ulu Boy by Lt. George G. Jockson. The mill wos locoted within
Honom6'ulu villoge (Mortin ond Pierce l9l3:512). The stone foundolions for the
mill were pilloged from the neighboring Kolouokomonu Heiou (Domon
i93l:745). The mill wos locoted olong the foot of Kolepo Ridge ond consisled
of o whitewoshed building, with high wolls, mony windows, ond o sheet-iron
smokestock (Domon 1931:7 46-7 47).

The Lihu'e Plontolion Compony wos first estoblished in 
,l849 

by Henry A. Pierce,
Judge Williom Little Lee (ihe choirmon of the Lond Commission), ond Chorles
Reed Bishop. Together they formed Henry A. Pierce ond Compony. The firsl

3,000 ocres were purchosed in Nowiliwili ond on odditionol 300 ocres were
purchosed in Ahukini in 1866. lt feotured o 1O-mile-long Honomo'ulu Ditch built
in 1856 by plontotion monoger Williom H. Rice, which wos the firsl lorge-scole
inigotion project for ony of the sugor plontotions.

The success of Lihu'e Plontotion ollowed it to continue to expond. When the
owner of Honomd'ulu Ahupuo'o, Victorio Komomolu, died in 1870, oll 9,177
ocres (occording to the ocre number in the Mohele oword) in ihe ohupuo'o
were purchosed by Poul lsenberg (monoger of Lihu'e Plontotion from 1862-

1878), who estoblished os o seporote compony, the Honomo'ulu Plontotion.
The lond commission report wos in error, however, ond the deed to the troct
found thot the eorly Mohele survey hod underestimoted the ocreoge, which
wos something over 19,000 ocres. An even loter suryey ploced the ocreoge ot
l7,OOO ocres. ln 1898, Honomo'ulu Ploniotion merged wiih the Lihu'e
Plontotion (Conde ond Best 1973: 165). The extent of the sugorcone fields neor
the turn of the nineteenth century con be seen in on 1878 Howoiion
Government Survey mop by Alexonder. ln this mop, there ore not yet
sugorcone fields depicted in the cunent project oreo; however, well before
1910 the project oreo wos heovily oltered by the cultivoiion of sugorcone. The
roilroods of the two componies olso connected ond merged.

The exponsion of Lihu'e Plontotion's sugorcone cultivotion occeleroted
throughout the oreo in the eorly decodes of the twentieth century, ironsforming
neorly the entirety of the troditionol londscope of Honomd'ulu . By 1931, Lihu'e
Plontotion hod 6,712 ocres in cone. The Lihu'e Plontotion Mop in 1939 shows
the extent of the londs moking up the Lihu'e Plontotion ond indicotes the
project oreo is within sugorcone fields. Roilrood irocks ore shown north of the
project oreo in 1939. The USGS 

,l960 mop shows permonent roilrood trock to the
norlh ond south of the proleci oreo. By 1960 the troin irocks were gone with
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cone houling occomplished by trucks. Lihu'e Plontotion ceosed operotions on
November 17,2000, ofter 151 yeors of sugor production (Kouoi Museum 2015:

Lihu'e Plontotion Compony).

As sugor production increosed ond shipping vessels become lorger ond drew
more woter, o modem whorf wos needed where ships could drow up olongside
ond lood ond unlood supplies ond possengers. Operotions forthis lorge horbor,
the most modem horbor in the lslonds, begon in 1921, with the estoblishment of
the Lihu'e Plontotion-sponsored Ahukini Terminol & Roilwoy Compony (AT&R),

which operoted until 1934 (Conde ond Best 1973:165). The AT&R roilwoy trock
troversed the coostline from Ahukini Pier ot Honomo'ulu Boy to Keolio ihrough
todoy's Woiluo Golf Course ond the Kouoi Beoch Resort.

On on 1878 Howoiion Government Survey mop (W.D. Alexonder), o troil is

depicted ihot originoted from Koloo to the western rim of Kilohono croter
evenluolly intersecling wiih Mo'olo Rood ot o point north of the project oreo.
This iroil mentioned by Ethel Domon in Koomolu who is recounting ihe
description by Reverend Hirom Brighom in his book, A Residence of Twenly-One
Yeors in ihe Sondwich /s/onds, published in 1847:

ln 1824, when wolking oround the islond from Woimeo to counsel the
people ofter the wreck of The Cleopotro's Borge, Rev. Hirom Binghom
crossed from Honopep6, os hos been seen, over fhe old uplond troil
bock of Kilohono, ond wrote of it os "o country of good lond, mostly
open, unoccupied ond covered with gross, sprinkled with trees, ond
wotered with lively streoms lhot descend from the forest-covered
mountoins ond wind theirwoy olong rovines to the seo, - o much finer
country thon the western port of the islond." (Domon l93l:401).

This troil wos determined to be more uplond neor the Kilohono croter oreo ond
not in the pro.iect oreo.

Archoeology of Honomo'ulu

There hove been o few orchoeologicol surveys in ports of the project oreo for ihe
for vorious projects. Mosi of the historic properties ond feotures found were
plonlotionero siles. On Kolepo Ridge neor the Howoiion Tel building, the outhor
mony yeors ogo found o sondolwood pit. Troditionol sites hove been found on
Kolepo Ridge include heoiu ond buriol sites.

Bennelt (1931) is the firsl to mention the orchoeology neorthe project oreo in his

book, Archoe ology of Kouoi. Bennett ( I 931 : I 25) describes Kolouokomou Heiou
(SIHP # 5G30-08-102) os "o lorge wolled heiou" thoi wos of po'okonoko closs.
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Bennett indicoles the heiou wos locoied ot the foot of Kolepo but wos destroyed
in l855.

ln 1990, PHRI conducted on orchoeologicol field inspection ond subsurfoce
tesling forthe Kolepo Rodio Stotion ond Kolepo Rood lmprovements proiect oreo,
on Kolepo Ridge in Honomd'ulu Ahupuo'o. SIHP # -1827 wos identified which
contoined 2 buriols which were disinterred. The oreo of the buriols (SIHP # 50-30-
08-18271 oppeored to hove once been o quorry ond/or floke reduction octiviiy
oreo.

ln 199'l , Wolker et ol. conducted on orchoeologicol inventory survey of londs in
Honomd'ulu, Kolopokr, Nowiliwili. Niumolu, ond Woiluo. Alihough the survey
identified neorly o dozen orchoeologicol sites, only one wos locoled neor the
cunent projecl oreo. This site consisted of o historic cemetery (SIHP # -1844).

Kikuchi ond Remooldo ( 1992) conducted o survey ond inventory of the
cemeteries on Kouo'i. Cemeieries ond plots inventoried in Honomd'ulu ond neor
the project oreo include the Kouo'l Memoriol Gordens (SIHP # -8008), ond ihe
Honomd'ulu lmmoculote Conception Church ll (SIHP # -8009). Sites outside o lkm
rodius from the project oreo include the Kopoio Chinese Cemetery {SIHP # -B010),

ond the lmmoculote Conception Romon Cotholic Church Cemetery (SIHP # -
B01r).

Archeoologicol monitoring of the rock woll revetment for SIHP #-746 (o buriol
which wos eroding out of o bonk) wos conducted in 1994.

T.S. Dye ond Colleogues conducted on orchoeologicol ossessment for the
proposed Cingulor Wireless Kolepo Grove Form Cell Site (Dye ond Jourdone 2006).
Bosed on existing historicol literoture ond previous orchoeologicol documents, it
wos deemed possible ihot humon buriols ond culturol deposits like lhose found ot
Kolepo Ridge could be encountered in the oreo.

Another study wos conducted in 2O14 Archoeologicol lnventory Survey
conducted by Gorcio ond Associotes for o 2,lO-ocre porcel in Honomo'ulu (TMKs:

(4) 3-8-002:002 ond 3-8-003:001) reveoled no significont troditionol Howoiion or
eorly historic sites. The lond, historicolly pori of LCA 7713 to Victorio Komdmolu,
wos heovily modified for sugorcone ogriculture. This oligns wiih brooder potterns
of plontotion-ero disturbonce in uplond Honomd'ulu ond supports previous AIS

findings indicoting limiied pre-contoct use in these zones.

The second study wos on orchoeologicol inventory survey (AlS) wos conducted
by Culturol Survey Howoi'i (CSH) in July 201 5 f or the (Solorcity) Kopoio Solor
Photovoltoic ond Bottery Energy Storoge Projeci, Honomo'ulu Ahupuo'o, Lih0'e
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District, Kouo'i, TMK: [4] 3-8-002:002 por. ond [4] ]8-003:001 por. CSH produced on
AIS for Solor City in 2015. The 46.5-ocre porcel is locoled opproximotely 500 feet
northwest of ihe Kopoio Cone Houl Rood neor the intersection of lhe Cone Houl
Rood ond Mo'olo Rood. This is ot one end of the proposed project oreo. CSH
conducted subsurfoce testing of six locotions on the porcel. Five bockhoe-tesling
excovotions (T-l through T-5) were distributed throughout the project oreo to
provide moximum coveroge. The test excovotions meosure on overoge of 8.3 m
long ond 1.2 m wide with the bose of the excovotion determined by the presence
of sterile ond undisturbed noturol deposits ronging from 1 .5 m lo I .8 m. No
subsurfoce historic ond culturol moteriols were present or observed during the
excovotion. The observed slroligrophy includes on l8 to 50 cm deep plow zone
(Strotum 1) ossocioied with the formersugorcone production in the oreo. The plow
zone overlies o nolurolly deposited silty cloy loom B horizon (Strotum ll). The results
of the individuol test excovotions con be found in ihe Finol AIS doted July 2016.
However, o single surfoce historic site SHIP 5-30-08-231I wos locoted. This is on
inigolion ditch thot ron diogonolly ocross the property in o NW lo SE direclion.

An orchoeologicol ossessment by Cullurol Surveys Howoi'i (Hommolt el o1.,2009)
for on l8-ocre motocross project inlond of Woiluo Folls concluded thot no hisloric
properties exisl in the oreo. The only feoture, o ditch-like depression (CSH-l ), wos
interpreted os o non-significont modern droinoge feoture. The sile hod been
exlensively modified by plontolion octivities, ond the study recommended no
f urther orchoeologicol work.

Another study is on orchoeologicol ossessment (AA) which wos conducted by SCS
in 2015 (Wosson ond Dego 2016) for lhe County of Kouo'i Adolescent Treotment
ond Heoling Center on o S-ocre porcel ot lhe southeost corner of the intersection
of Mo'olo Rood ond Kopoio Cone Houl Rood. SCS conducted o full pedestrion
survey of the pro.ject oreo. SCS olso excovoted eight representotive trenches (ST-
'I through ST-B) on the S-ocre porcel. "No orchoeologicol sites were idenlified
during f ieldwork.

A 2O16 Archoeologicol lnventory Survey (Moniss et ol., 2016) for the proposed
Kouo'i londfill ond resource recovery pork identified SIHP #50-30-11-2218, o
network of 82 plontotion-ero feotures including inigotion ditches, culverts, ond
sluice gotes-clossified os significont under Crilerion "d". No pre-contoct feotures
were found, but the oreo reflects the heovy engineering modificolions from the
sugorcone ero. Miiigotion wos sotisfied through documenlotion, with future
monitoring recommended during conslruction.

An orchoeologicol field inspection ond orchivol reseorch projecl conducted by
Scientific Consultont Services (Powell et ol., 2018) for the Kopoio Cone Houl Rood
1B-inch Moin Project confirmed thot no orchoeologicol feotures or culturol sites
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exist within ihe project conidor. The study emphosized the prior use of lhe oreo for
plontotion cone houling ond irrigotion ond concluded thot no f urther
orchoeologicol investigolion wos required.

ln 2022, on orchoeologicol field inspection by Explorotion Associotes Ltd.
(McMohon, 2022) conltmed thot no culturol or historic properties were identified
within the lO-ocre project oreo proposed for the Kouo'i Aspholt HMA Plont in

Honomo'ulu. Due to extensive prior disturbonce from sugorcone ogriculture ond
cottle use, the study concluded there is low probobility for intoct pre-contoct or
historic resources ond recommended no further orchoeologicol work.

ln 2025, EAL did onother field inspection of Spoce X tower next lo the Solor City.
No historic properties were found.

Honomd'ulu, however, would hordly hove been devoid of pre-Contoct siructures
os troditionol stories ossign consideroble importonce to ihe region. They portroy
Honomo'ulu os the birth ond deoth ploce of Kowelo, o lote seventeenth century
poromount chiet They reference poths crossing Honomd'ulu os well os frequent
conoe londings, ond they speok of severol heiou, including ihe lorge
Kolouokomonu Heiou oi the south iip of Kolepo Ridge obove the proiect oreo,
where humon socrifice wos conducted. Bosed on Mohele records, orcheologicol
surveys, ond ethno-historicol occounts, the populotion in Honomd'ulu wos
concentroted in the lower streom volley (with ku/eono LCAs only extending obout
100 m upsireom of Kopoio Bridge on Kiihio Highwoy) ond neor lhe shore. The ku/o
londs were used for wouke ond other drylond crops.

The lorge omount of kuio lond ond the importonce of the sugor industry in

Honomo'ulu dromoticolly oltered lond use potterns, perhops more so thon in

prestigious lroditionol ohupuo'o like Woiluo ond Ho'ikii. Mony people moved owoy
from the river volleys to moke o living ihrough cosh crop ogriculture. As o result,
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Creed et ol. (2005) provides o detoiled synthesis of lhe setllement potterns ond
prehistory of the ohupuo'o of Honomo'ulu. This synthesis includes extensive
reseorch on how the ohupuo'o fits into the seltlement poiterns of Kouo'i os o
whole. The synthesis presented here is derived from Creed et ol. (2005).

As poinied out by Fronklin ond Wolker 11994l. l7l, two importont ohupuo'o ond
lorge rivers lie on either side of Honomd'ulu londs. The firsf-Woiluo Ahupuo'o, home
of the royol chiefs-lies immediotely to ihe north. The other, Hule'io River Volley ond
the ohupuo'o of Ho'ikii, lies to the south beyond Nowiliwili ond Niumolu. Thus,

Honomo'ulu Ahupuo'o would be expected to hove less voried pre-Contoct
resources thon its more dominont neighbors, which hod greoter populotions olong
lorge river volleys.
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Honomd'ulu should hove o very high number of cullurol resources, both relotively
ond obsolutely, reloted 1o sugor plontotions.

Reseorch indicotes thot this oreo hos o
disturbonce but no buried culturol deposits.

history of plontotion-ero surfoce

Nolive Howoiion Culturol Consullotion

It is the policy of the Stote of Howoii under Chopter 343, HRS, to olert developers
ond decision mokers, through the environmenlol ossessment process, obout
significont environmentol effects which moy result from the implementotion of
certoin ociions. An ossessment of culturol impocts gothers informotion obout
culturol proctices ond culturol feotures thot moy be offected by octions subjecl
lo Chopter 343 ond promotes responsible decision moking. Articles lX ond Xll of
the Stote Constilution, other stote lows, ond the courts of the stote require
government ogencies to promote ond preserve cullurolbeliefs, proctices, ond
resources of notive Howoiions ond other ethnic groups. Chopter 343 olso
requires on ossessment of culturol resources, in determining the significonce of
o proposed projeci.

One of the most importont ports of conduciing o culturol ossessmenl ond study
is to hold consultotion wilh Notive Howoiion k0puno or elders, Howoiion cullurol
orgonizotions, cullurol proctitioners, ond individuols from the communily who
potenliolly hove knowledge of iroditionol Howoiion sites, resources ond culiurol
proclices thot ore reloted to the projecl oreo os well os to the od.jocent ond
extended lond oreos of the Honomd'ulu ohupuo'o. Ultimotely, the gool os
preporers of this Ko Po'okoi Anolysis is to produce o document thot con be
used to protect ond preserve the voluoble knowledge ond troditionol proctices
of no'oiwi konoko, the Notive Howoiion people of these ploces.

EAL's gool wos 1o meet with ond interview o cross-section of indigenous
Howoiion people from the community; first ond foremosl, with k0puno or elders
thot hove memories ond personol experiences of the pro.iect oreo ond the
sunounding londs in Honomo'ulu ohupuo'o. ln oddition, EAL wos hopeful to
receive their 'ike or insight ond knowledge obout customory proctices ond
iroditionol ploces ossocioted with or reloting to the pro.ject oreo.

EAL olso oimed to seek oui ond speok wilh those of the mdkuo or poreni
generotion who hod potentiol knowledge, ties ond experiences linked 1o the
project oreo ond Honomd'ulu oreo. ln this endeovor to "inlerview" Notive
Howoiions, EAL chose 1o do so in o Howoiion monner of kukokuko or through
"tolk-siory". ln speoking wilh interviewees wiihout being niele or os o prying
meddler by being onnoyingly inquisilive wos the opprooch. While there ore
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specific points of interest for questions thot leod the discussions, it is importont
thot with eoch person engoge in o monner thot is respectful ond without
imposing pressure. To the Notive Howoiion, o niele person will never get
onywhere by being bold, blunt ond direct. However, he or she con be
successful by leoding up to o subject through indirection ond o more 'olu'olu

or grocious opprooch. Every ottempt io ovoid being moho'oi or presumptuous,
brozen ond insensilively forword wos used. ln the troditionol Howoiion
household thot wos led by kUpuno ond mdkuo who were odomont thot the
volues of oloho (love), ho'oho'o (humility), ohonui (potience) ond ho'ihi
(respect) opply to the woy thot one behoves ond interoct with others. This is

especiolly so when tolking ond meeting with kOpuno, for with the slightest tone
of pejorotive stonce or speech, they will ceose to shore their voluoble insight
ond experiences. li helps tremendously 1o hove some sort of ossociotion with
individuols os well, for more is shored when there is o level of comfort, trust ond
fomiliority.

The interviewees thot EAL engoged with for this Ko Po'okoi onolysis ore:

Milton Ching
Melonie Ching
Allon Smith
Les Milnes
Lyle Toboto
Boyd Goyogos

Butch Duront
Fredston Koluohine
Hoku Rivero
Koliko Sontos

Wiilom Povoo

Lei Rivero
Konoi Viodo
Sobro Kouko
Pot Kohowoioloo
Sherri Cummings
Kononi Kogowo Fu
Russell Fu
Ryon Fu
Kurt Souzo
Lewellyn "Billy"
Kooheloulii
Jomie Olivos-Shonks

Kopoo Resident
Kopoo Resident
Former Plontotion Monoger
Kolepo Coolition
Former Plonlotion Monoger
Former Grove Form Properiy
Monoger
Honomo'ulu Resident
Honomd'ulu Resident
Honomd'ulu Resident
Ahu Moku Rep
Grove Form Security ond Roncher
Former Resideni of lond
School Teocher
Culturol Proctioner
Kupuno, LTlru'e Resident
Hilo Resideni
Lihu 'e Resideni
Honomd'ulu Resident
Grove Form Leosee
Honomd 'ulu Resident
Connected to Honomd'ulu
Ahu Moku Choir, Koloo Resident

Honomd'ulu Residenl

7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

12.
13.
14.
tJ.

15.
17.
t8.
19.
20.
21 .

Most of the inlerviews were conducted by EAL in Moy 2024 - December 2025.
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Bosed on o Plonning Commission Heoring on August 11, 2026, odditionol All
odditionol informonts ottempted 1o be reoched before ihe end of August 2026
but severol occurred in September. Within the timekome ovoiloble for
supplementing the Ko Po'okoi onolysis through continued culturol consultotion,
representotives of EAL reoched out to 8 odditionol community members, oll
with personol ties to neorby oreos ond possessing unique knowledge relevont
to the ossessmenl. Most interviewees were residents of the Puno district ond
hod o conneclion to Honomo'ulu. Two of the previous l4 were interviewed
ogoin by Leioloho Sonchez to verify their informotion (Appendix A - Notificotion
Letter). Appendix B is o correspondence log. The odditionol inierviews ore in
Appendix C of this report. Subsequently, EAL found thot most of the
interviewees were very knowledgeoble oboul the oreo its resources os well os
the Honomd'ulu oreo. Most of them know obout the project oreo. None of
them knew obout ony current troditionol octivities thot were or hove been
conducted on the porcel.

As such, ihe priorily lopics needed to conduci this Ko Po'okoi onolysis of
culturol resources ond impocts were overshodowed. lt wos o chollenge to
steer conversotions into thot direction without oppeoring 1o be presumptuous
ond insensitive to the needs of the inierviewers to be informed of the pro.ject.
EAL spent o consideroble omount of time ottempting to provide on overview
of the project.

On beholf of the opplicont, EAL continued culturol consultotion with individuols
from Honomo'ulu or those with fomiliol connections who moy possess
knowledge of troditionol culturol proctices ond resources within the peiition
oreo.

During consultotion, there were little io no responses by some culturol
proclitioners who expressed concerns regording this project oreo during the
Plonning Commission Meeting held on August 1 1 , 2026. However, lhe
opplicont inlends to continue culturol consultotion to furiher inform ond
supplement the Ko Po'okoi onolysis. This opprooch reflects the importonce of
proteciing culturolly sensitive knowledge ond honoring the protocols ond trusl
estoblished during consultotion.

The obsence of or limited documentotion of certoin culturol knowledge withln
lhis report should not be interpreted os on obsence of culturol resources or
iroditionol proctices.

Melonie Ching, who is port Howoiion, shored thot her fother wos odopted by
Peier ond Emmo Chrisiion in 

,l939. 
Her honoi grondfolher, Peter Clous Christion,

wos born in Honomo'ulu in 1900, ond wos employed wilh the Lllru'e Plonlotion
until his deoth in I 959. Her greot grondf other wos the f irst Monoger for
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Honomo'ulu Sugor Mill ond lhey lived in o house on the top of Kopoio hill with
their l2 children. The house still stonds todoy. She is not owore of ony oncient
iroils within the properly or ony troditionol ond customory proclices in the
project oreo.

Milton Ching, olso of Howoiion ond Chinese oncestry, wos born in Lilru'e. His

fother ond their siblings were born in Honomd'ulu from the Yeo( 1912 - 1921 .

His grondmother's fother wos Som Poku who lived in Honomo'ulu, worked in
Ahukini docks, wos o fishermon, ond worked for Lihu'e Plontotion uniil he died
in 1952. His greot grondfother's wife wos born in Kopoio Volley on kuleono lond
in 1874, some distonce from the pro.lect oreo. His Chinese grondfother resided
in the "Chinese comp" in Kopoio volley omongst other Chinese workers. Milton
shored o publicoiion obout Nowiliwili which described the holo (kolo) field prior
to the plontotion but he is not sure if it went mouko to Kopoio. He is owore of
some hunting up mouko, but it wos usuolly with permission ond occess ihrough
the plontotion. Milton is not owore of ony troils or troditionol golhering within
the properly.

Allon Smith ond Lyle Toboto, former monoger for Ltlru'e Plontotion ond Allon,
former monoger olso for Grove Form. Lihu'e Plontotion begon phosing out
houling of cone from troins in ihe 1950s ond the losi lood of troin houled cone
wos in September 1959. He olso noted ihot cone houl roods were mostly built
olong former roilrood routes. Mr. Smith nor Mr. Toboto is not owore of ony
buriols, troils, or culturol significonce within the project oreo.

Les Milnes, port of ihe Kolepo Coolition ond roncher did not know of onyone
who wos occessing the oreo for troditionol cullurol rights. His f other worked for
the plontotion. Mony yeors ogo, Les took the outhor throught the project oreo
to where the picnic locotions ond woter holes for the workers, os well os

ditchmon's houses, ditches ond plontotion feotures.

Boyd Goyogos, for mony yeors, wos the Grove Form Property Monoger, no
hunting wos ollowed in the oreo. He olso hod his ronch ond formlonds in this

oreo. Occosionly hunters tried to hunt but not cloiming ony TCR. He wos
reinterviewed ogoin by Leioloho Sonchez.

Butch Duroni wos moinly concerned oboui toro ond lo'i. He did not know of
ony troditionol culturol proctices on ihis porcel. Butch knew more obout the
Honomoulu volley oreo well below the project oreo.

Fredston Koluohine grew up in this oreo os well os Hoku Rivero. Both knew of
no concerns or TCR belng impocted.

Koliko Sonlos is the Aho Moku representotive for the Puno District which
35
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includes Honomd'ulu Ahupuo'o ond Kopoio ond she is olso lhe OHA Kouo'i
senior stoff. But more relevonily, Koliko's fother worked for Lrhu'e Plontotion
driving workers to ond from the job sile ond remembers how close the
plontotion fomilies were. She olso remembers her mother would tell them thot
when you see o coconut tree in the middle of o cone field or on empty field
thot usuolly meons o Howoiion used to live there. Koliko tolked to her 'ohono
ond they ore not owore of ony culturol resource or trodilionol proctice thol
wos historicolly or currently being exercised within the project oreo.

Williom Povio is the currenl Security Officer for Grove Form Co. londs. He comes
from Koloheo. He stoted thot he hos not seen onyone who hos requesled TCR

occess in these londs. He wos reinterviewed ogoin by Leioloho Sonchez.

Sobro Kouko interviewed Lei Rivero ond Kononi Viodo. All three knew of ony
culturol troditions or troditionol righls thot were currently being procliced.

On August 24, 2026, Leioloho Sonchez from Explorotion Associotes Limiied
(EAL) met with Mr. Llewellyn "Uncle Billy" Koohelouli'i ond his life porlner Ms.
Tenie Hoyes ol his residence in K6loo. The following informotion wos shored
during this consultotion.

Mr. Koohelouli'i, widely known in the community os "Uncle Billy," hos resided in
his fomily home in Koloo for over 75 yeors. A respected fishermon ond culturol
proctitioner, Uncle Billy hos cultivoted o lifelime of generotionol knowledge
ond o deep, lived connection lo the lond ('oino), shoreline, ond neorshore
wolers of Koloo. His 'ike reflects continuous observotion. proctice, ond
stewordship of coostol ond uplond resources.

Uncle Billy is o founding member of Hui Molomo o Koneioloumo ond currently
serves os the 'Aho Moku Po'o for Kouo'i ond the Moku Representqtive for
Koloo/Weliweli. Through these roles, he octively porticipotes in protecting
troditionol ond cuslomory proctices, culturol resources, ond the perpetuotion
of ike kOpuno within ihe ohupuo'o system.
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Noncy McMohon, the outhor of this sludy, olso leosed londs for posture for
horses ond never ron into onyone who cloimed ony TCR in this oreo.

Ms. Terrie Hoyes hos resided on Kouo'i for over 20 yeors. A former educotor wilh
the Howoi'i Deportment of Educotion, she is o founding member of Hui
Mdlomo o Kdneioloumo olongside Uncle Billy. She is olso on octive member of
Friends of Moho'ulep0 ond contributes to the 'Aho Moku Council of Kouo'i. Her
work ref lecis o commitment lo culturol preservolion, environmenlol
stewordship, ond community-bosed odvococy.
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Uncle Billy indicoted he wos unfomilior with the project oreo ond deferred to
the Aho Moku West Puno Representotive, Koliko Sontos. Ms. Sontos's iniiiol
interview hos be recorded ond included in the initiol onolysis.

Uncle Billy did recoll the londs were hisloricolly used for mohi'oi (trodiiionol
ogriculture), supported by freshwoter resources prior to the sugor plontotion.

Per the Plonning Commission wishes to defer the moteriol, they osked thot the
following be inlerviewed: Kononi Fu, Sherry Cummings ond Pot Kohowoioloo.

Pot Kowoioloo wos in discussion with Leioloho Sonchez ond soid he would
emoil his responses. Never received.

Nineteen ottempts were mode to interview Sherry Cummings. To dote this hos
not hoppened yet.

Severol Culiurol lmpoct Assessemlnt Studies hove been conducted Jor vorious
projects neor this project oreo: County of Kouoi Adolescent Treotment ond
Heoling Cenier (ATHC) (SCS 2016); Proposed Municipol Solid Woste Londfill
ond Resource Recovery Pork Honomd'ulu ond Woiluo Ahupuo'o, LIhu'e
District, Kouo'l (CSH 2013); Replocement of Honomo'ulu (Kopoio) Streom
Bridge. KUhio Highwoy, Approximotely Belween Mileposts l.l ond 1.3, (CSH

2013) ond Archoeologicol, Historicol, ond Culturol lmpoct Assessmeni For the
Kopoio Cone Houl Rood I 8-inch Moin (Ku'iwolu Consulting, 2018). The
conclusion of these sludies under the Ko Po'okoi Cose determined thot there
ore no known troditionol ond customory Notive Howoiion rights being
exercised in this oreo currently.

Moholo o nui loo id 'oukou for your generous support to contribute ond
colloborote to this success of this Ko Po'okoi onolysis.

Community consultotions hove emphosized ongoing troditionol ond cuslomory
proctices in the midlonds of Honomo'ulu. Long-time residents like Joe Roso

recolled gothering shellfish in the Boy, forming toro in the volley, ond using notive
plonls such os wouke ond holo for cullurol uses. These lestimonies reinforce the
culiurol significonce of uplond resources ond continuity of Noiive Howoiion
proctices in the region .
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Kononi Fu wos interviewed by Leioloho Sonchez. No specific proctices were
stoled for these porcels.

Recently odditionol interviews concluded the some findings from bock in
December 2025.

@



Ka Pa'akai Analysis

Consullotion Methodology & Resulls

As with the composition of the Ko Po'okoi onolysis documeni, EAL employed
interview methods consistent with indigenous Howoiion volues. Specific
volues ond methods opplied to the interview process included:

To this end, ihe use of recording devices ond o stondordized questionnoire
were not employed unless requested to do so. lnterviews were conducted in
individuol ond smoll-group settings in homes ond bockyords. Conversotions
could flow toword, ond ot times owoy from, the specific subject of the projeci
os the interview sub.jects deemed oppropriote.

Seleclion of lnlerview Subjecls

An ossessment of culturol impocts golhers informolion obout culturol proctices
ond culturol f eotures thot moy be off ecled by lond use decisions. ln the
preporotion of this Ko Po'okoi onolysis, representotives of EAL identified certoin
criterio which guided the process of idenlifying individuol's fomiliorwith culturol
proclices ond feotures in, or neor, Honomd'ulu ohupuo'o. Wos the condidote
o mdkuo, or member of the porent generotion, with potentiol knowledge, lies.
or experiences of the project oreo ond the Honomo'ulu - Puno region?

Wos the condidote fomilior with, or possessing insight into, the
cusiomory proctices ond lroditionol ploces in or neor 1o the pro.iect
oreo?

In the timefrome ovoiloble for the preporotion of the Ko Po'okoi onolysis,
representotives of EAL spoke with l4 community members oll wiih personol ties
to Honom6'ulu; ond possessed of unique knowledge relevont to the
ossessmenl. Most interviewees were residents of the district of Puno ond hod o
connect to Honomd'ulu .
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E

Kukokuko, olso known omong locols os "tolking story", is o quintessentiolly
Howoiion opprooch to shoring informotion intended to ovoid being seen os
n-re/e (i.e., nosy or meddling) ond insteod being perceived os 'o/u'oiu-
grocious-in conducl. By opprooching lhe specific interview lopics in on
indirect monner, EAL interviewers communicoted o level of sincerity ond
respecl for the interviewee ond subject motter ond so ovoided their curiosily
being interpreted os moho'oi, i.e., brozen ond forword.
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Cullurol Resources & Proclices ldentified

Neither the literoture sources consulted, nor the interviews conducted
identified ony ongoing notive Howoiion culturol resources or proctices locoted
on the project. As indicoted by bockground reseorch ond mony of the
interviewees, the brood Honomd'ulu region does not hove o rich history of
mo'o/e/o (legends) ond wohi pono (troditionol ploce nomes ond their stories)
ond those found none of these hove ony significont direct or indirecl
connection to the project site. ln oddition, the long history of ronching ond
some cultivotion in this oreo hos likely destroyed ony cullurol moteriols ond
since the lond hos been overgrown ond privoiely owned, prevented culturol
proctices which might hove been present in the post.

The informonts did nol know of ony golher rights in the project oreo.

Anolysis of lmpocts

Upon o thorough review of the orchivol reseorch, previous orchoeologicol studies,
site inspection, ond numerous written ond orol culturol consultotions, we were
unoble lo document ony culturol or noturol resources within the proposed project
oreo. The lorge omount of kulo londs ond the intense use of the lond for sugor
cullivotion in Honomo'ulu moy exploin the obsence of troditionol Howoiion
resources. The pottern of plontotion lond use, i.e., generolly plowing ond tilling the
soil to of leost 36-42 inches, rock removol, etc. destroyed ony evidence of pre-
contoci lond use.

The orchoeologicol work surmised thot bosed upon historic documentotion ond
mo'olelo, thot during troditionol times, the mouko iroils to Woiluo which is rich in
culturol resources ond sites, moy hove bypossed this oreo becouse of the stench
from the heiou, Ko-tou-o-ko-monu on Kolepo Ridge (Monu Kopu) which moy hove
been used for humon socrifice. Or perhops becouse Kopoio is much further
mouko from the low fertile mokoi londs. lt should be olso noted thot md'olo meons
to byposs, so perhops people used Mo'olo Rood lo byposs this oreo. However, it
is more likely thot wiih over 150 yeors of continuous sugorcone culiivotion, which
moy hove impocted occess by notive Howoiions, thot there is ol this time, no
documentotion or evidence of volued cullurol ond noturol resources in the oreo'
Furiher, the culturol consultotions olso consistently offirmed thot there ore no lroils,
poths, gothering of resources, or buriols within the proiect oreo.

ln 1960, Lihu'e Plontolion lronsitioned houling cone from roilrood cors to big trucks
on the cone houl rood. With the use of lhe Cone Houl Roods, the plontotion
workers, from the ditch workers, irrigolors, to the sugorcone workers left the
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plontotion comps to purchose homes ond cors in the towns which provided them
occess to educotionol, economic, recreotionol, ond politicol opportunities thot
were not ovoiloble within the plontotion comps. The surrounding odjocent londs
1o this project oreo reflects the neighborhood housing. Now il is ideol for o new
church ond focilities to be locoted here too.

ln oddition to the Cone Houl Roods, there ore severol historic operoting plontotion
ditches ond culverts thot ore still in existence ond being mointoined ond used by
Grove Form ond their leosed tenonts for ogriculturol purposes. These feotures ore
over fifty yeors old ond ore exomples of the historic plontotion ero. None of these
feotures ore in the pro.lect oreo. ln this cose, we could not identify ony volued
culturol or noturol resources within the proposed project oreo.

The Ko Po'okoi Anolysis hos not identified ony troditionol ond cuslomory Notive
Howoiion rights or proctices thot would be impoired by the proposed oction.

Closing

Culturol impocts upon Nolive Howoiion people, customory proctices ond
religious beliefs hove infiltroted the history of Howoi'i Nei for more thon 200
yeors since the onivol of Coptoin Jomes Cook in 1778. Within o period of 40
short yeors, the Kopu system wos obolished by Komehomeho ll - Alexonder
Liholiho ond the Queen Regent, Ko'ohumonu bringing on end to the strength
of ihe closely-knit Howoiion religion ond politicol system of Howoi'i. With the
orrivol of Colvinisi missionories in 1820 come o new god ond religion which
leveroged the beginnings of severing the notive Howoiions' venerotion of the
noturol world.

By the 1890s, subsistence lifestyles, ogriculture ond rurol communolism hod
entirely been reploced by commerciolism, urbonizotion, ond individuolism os
key feolures of life in the Howoiion lslonds. Foreign sugor plontotion moguls
usurped control of Howoi'i's prime ogriculturol londs ond fresh woter sources to
sustoin their crops. Miles ond miles of inigoiion ditches were engineered to
redirect lhe noturol flow of woter out of the ohupuo'o; forever chonging the
bolonce of environments ond lifesiyles of generotions of notive Howoiion
fomilies.

This onolysis does not foresee potentiol impocts of the proposed proposed lond
use on Notive Howoiion culturol proctices customorily ond troditionolly
exercised for subsistence, culturol or religious purposes.

q
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APPENDIX A

Notificotion
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J.
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,ir.'t_

@nsultint Archaeoloty - Land Use Plannint - comtruction - Proiect Manatament
3-2600 Kaumuali'i Hwy 13OO -fl306 tiHU'.E, KAUA|, HA\ rAt',t 96766

CEtL: (8(}8l 6396685: Email: explorationas$ciates@outlookcom

E Welina mai,

The Ka Pa'akai Analysis rernains open for culhrral consultation regarding the consolidation and re-
subdivision located at Itula'alo Road in the lfunama'uluAhupua'a, Puru Moku, Kaua'i [TMK: 3-8-
018:001 and 0091. The landowner is proposing a consolidation oftwo (2) lots and re-subdividing under
Kaua'i County Planning Department Subdivision Application 3-2027 -1.

As represented the purpose of the proposed subdivision is to facilitate the conveyance ofproposed l,ot 2,

located on the eastem side of Ma'alo Road and containing approximately 1,076 acres, to the State of
tlawai'i, Agribusiness Dwelopment Corporation (ADC). Since the proposal is being requested by a

govemment agency, the subdivision is exempt from the "one-time" subdivision restriction involving
agriculture-zoned lands, pursuant to Section 8-8.3(c) ofthe Comprehersive Zoning Ordinance. The
proposed project will result in three (3) lots, totaling aproximately 6,079.03 acres intended for continued
agriculhrral rue. This subdivision is intended for mapping purposes only. There will be no development
associated with this subdivision application

The purpose of the Ka Pa'akai Analysis is to identi$, documen! and assess potential impacts of the
proposed subdivision on Native Hawaiian haditional and cutomary rights and practices.

Explorations Associates Ltd. would like to invite individuals and families familiar with cultrral,
historical, and traditional p,ractices within the Hanama'ulu Ahupua'4 including:

o Cultr.rral associations, mo'olelo (stories), historic maps, and archaeologicaVculhual resourc€ reports;

. Past and present Native Hawaiian land use or traditional gathering practices;

o heservation and protection ofcultrrral, historical, and natural resorrces;

o Known trails, access routes, sensitive areas, historic sites, cultural sites (including burials), and LCAs;

o Native Hawaiian descendants who have traditionally fished, hunted, or gathered within the project area;

o Individuals able to refer to other knowledgeable cultural practitioners or descendants.

Enclosed in this letter is a ofinterview questions and a project area map. Those interested in providing
cultural knowledge, historical information, or consultation regarding this Ka Pa'akai Analysis are invited
to contact Leialoha Sanchez at Phone: 808-977-2127 or Email: community@leialohaliving.com by
August26,X26.

Very truly yours,

t{cttcy *{c*lafion

Nancy Mcl\4ahon
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Inten iew Ouestions

1. Please provide your name.

2. What is your profession?

3. Where were you born and raised?

4. Where do you live now?

5. What is your association, if any, with the Prolect Area(s)? Based on the provided map,

what place names do you lcnow for the project area(s) or near the prqect area(s)?

6. Are you aware of any cultural resources in the Project Area(s) or near the Prolect
Area(s)? And hcve you ever accessed those resources?

7. Are you aware of any traditions or customs that may take place near the Project Area(s)
or are otherwise associated with the Prqect Area(s)?

8. Isthereanythingabouttheprolectareathat'sParttcalarlysignificantyouwouldliketo
share?

9. Are there any stoies associated with the Prolect area we should be aware ofl

1 0. The proposed project is intended for fuure residential development. Are you aware of
any resources that may be impacted by such a project? I,yhat might those impacts be?

Can you think of ytays in which any potential impacts can be minimized, mitigated, or
avoided?

1 1. Are you aware of any traditions or customs that may be impacted by such a project,

including your abihty to access cultural resources? ll/hat might that impacts be? Can
you think of ways in which any potential impacts can be minimized, mitigated, or
avoided?

t 2. Do you have any recommendations for conditions or best management practices for the

proJ ect, should i t proceed?

13. Is there anythingelseyouwouldlike to share?

t 4. Is there anyone else we should talk with about the proiects or the Project Areas?

1 5. Is there anything in this interview you would like us to omit from the summary?
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APPENDIX B

Correspondence Log
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Contact Datel

Time
Contact Method Responsc Title/Position First

Name
Last Name

ln-Person

!n-Person at his residence

8125l2026lnterviewed Chair/Kotoa Lewettyn

"Billy"

Phone

Phone

81 251 2026-co nf i rmed received

Awaiting repty

701712026 - no response

Famitiat Connection-

'Ohana Shanks

Jamie

Phone

Text

lnterview Scheduted for 8/26 @

10am

Reschedute 8128125026

lnterviewed on 91212026

Famitiat Connection Kurt

Kanani

Ka Pa'akai Analysis B

8l1912026tl.:42A14

81251202612:00PM

812012026 2:08PM

81251202612:05PM

8ltgl2026 6:15PM

812612026 8:52AM

8121,12026L2:L3PM

812512026 3:25PM

9141202610:35AM

Emait

Emait

ln-Person at her residence

No Response

Reptied with mtg dates

lnterviewed 91412026

Resident/ Lineat

Descendant

Kaohelautii

Otivas-Shanks

Souza

Kagawa (Fu)

)
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81211202612:46PM

8125120262:47PM

812812026 3:34PM

9101.1202610:39AM

9103120265:54PM

914120266:24PM

9122120262:2OPN

912212026 5:43PM

91231202611:09AM

91291202612:05PM

9130120264:55PM

101712026 6:31PM

1011120268:51AM

t01L|202611:15AM

1011120267:47PM

LOl3120268:36PM

1:0l4120262z07PM

1015120269:56AM

10151202611:18PM

Emait

Emait

Emait

Phone

Text

Text

Text

Phone (40min)

Phone

Phone (35min)

Phone (52min)

Text/Phone

Phone (1hr.21min)

Phone (2 hr.53 min)

Phone (8 hrs. 10min)

Phone (52min)

Text

Text

Phone

No Response

No Response

No Response

Reptied mtg scheduled 91 41 26

Rescheduted mtg due to famity

Rescheduted due to hurricane prep.

Requesting new mtg

Questions regarding methodotogy

Questions regarding methodotogy

Questions regard ing methodotogY

Questions regardin g methodotogy

Provided documentation u nrelated

Questions regard ing methodotogy

Questions regarding methodotogy

Questions regard ing methodotogy

Schedute interview for !01412026

Resc hed u [e 70 I 41 2026 i nterview

Request lnterview mtg

Schedute phone interview for today

by 4:30PM

No Response

81 261 2026 Pho ne c onversatio n

He witt emaiI his response

Kaua'i Resident /
LineaI Descendant

Sherri

Lineat Descendant Pat

Cummings

(Pla)

Kahawaioloaa

(

8121.120261:02PM

81261202610:19AM

Emait

Phone
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812412026L1.:L7AM

8126120269:09AM

812612026 9:36AM

8126120261:05PM

81241202611:30AM

81241202s 11:50AM

812612026 9:19AM

812812026 5:16 PM

8128120261:31PM

9111202610:25AM

91t|202611:44AM

9ltl2026 2:38PM

9/712026lnterviewed

Phone (VM Recorded)

Phone (VM Recorded)

Phone

EmaiI Response received

No Response

No Response

Tracy (wife) catted back asked for

emaiI

81 261 2026 response received

Grove Farm Lessee/

Famitiat Connection

Russel

Phone (VM Recorded)

Text

Text

Phone lnterview

No Response

Bl2Bl2026lnterviewed

Famitiat Connection Ryan

Phone lnterview Bl2612026lnterviewed Grove Farm former

Property Manager,

former resident, and

current [essee

Boyd

Phone (VM Recorded)

Phone (VM Recorded)

Phone lnterview

Grove Farm Property

Manager and current

[essee

witr

Fu

Fu

Gayagas

Pavao

)
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lntcrview Oriestions

1. Ptease p@vide you, nafire: Russett Fu

2. What b your prciession? Fa.mer & Ranche,

3. Ylte{E EEre you bom and rriscd? Kauai

4. YYl|crE do you thre now? Kauai

5. VIIEI is your 8sEocaaiolL il any. wirh tlE Proi:ci Ares(s!? Nonc 8as€d oo lhe
paovired ,na p, what plee oaoEs do you know ior the paoFct ar€a(!) or near thc
proFrt arca(sP I know the 3ame p{ace names you ha1/e atrEady tisted on }our
Location Map t & Location Map 2

6. Are you aware ol aoy cuttrral re3ourccs in the Proici{ fuea(B} ot ncar tfie Proiect

AreE(s)? No. And hare you eyer acce$ad lh(Re resources? No

7- Are you aware on arry tEditbns oa customs tlat may tate place near $e Roiecl
A.ea(s) or 8re ot ErwiEe asocided vvith $e Prciect A.ea{sF No

8. ls there arrythinE aboijt lhe proiect area thatl paniqilarty sEniricant )ou would like

to grare? No

9. Are $e{E any stories associ8ted with the pr*}c't aaea vre rfiortrd bc awaae of? No

lO- Ihe proposr{ p.orect B imeoded fo{ tuare rBidemiat dct el,opment- \bst
rollcit tion lor commcntr t[lccmcrtly statot: 'The propos6{ p.orect witt resuh an

th.ee (3) tots,lolating approrimalcty 6.079.03 acres intended tur continued
agricutturat use. This subdivision is intendcd tor mappi.rg pu,poses onty.' ArE !l(x!
awarc of any res(xr,ce! dtal may bc impscted by such s proiecf No What dgrrt
thqlr imp.cts bc? Car you think ot wa!/s in shach any poterni.l impacB can bc
miniEized, mitigstc{, or 6r(*red?

'l 'l . Are you awEre ot any traditions of customs lhst may be arpactc{ by $ch a prcicct.

inctuding your Ebitity to acccss culturat rcsources? No. Ylhet mElht ttat inp€ct3 bc?

Can you think of ways in url$ch any potential impacts c€n be minimized, ritigrred.
of avoaded?

1 2 Do you ha\rc arry rccommendations lo] crondfiom or b€st rranagerlEm p.ectbes for
the prciect, should it proceed? No

13. ts the]e anylhiog elsc you Nroutd Uke to share? A.s a 26-yE6r tessee ol Grove Farm

!and, I want to make it ctear: My'ohana and I have ncver had any gathering or

huntioE rights.

l8m lN FAVOR otthe consolidation and appucation S.2027-1.

14, L3 therE anyooc else wc shoutd talt with sbout lhe proicc{s o. the ftoi€ct Are8s? No

15. E there anylrring in thE irnervifl pu muld lib us !o omit lrqn lhc sumrnary? No
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Intervierv with Boyd Gay'agns

Orr Atrgrrst 28, 2026, u rcpresenlative liom Uxploraliorr Associales Limited (L,-A,L) inten ierved

\fr. Royd Gayagas. The inten ierv rvas conducted via telephone and lasted one ( I ) hour and Sixty

(60) minutes.

\fr. Royd (iayagas previously sen ed a.s Propertv Marrager firr (irove Farrn and tesided rvithin

the project area for approximately 14 1'ears. Through his professional responsibilities ald long-

tenn residencr'. he developed exlensive finsthand farniliaritv with the project area, including its

tcrrain, acccss routcs. land managemcnt activitics. hrsloric and contcmporary land uscs, and

gcncral crrvironmcntal condilions.

ln his capacit-v as Itoperty Ivlanager for Grove Fann. Boyd's responsibilities included

accommodating rcqucst t'rom cultural practitioncrs, lincal and culttral dcsccndants. ald to othcr

individuals sceking acoess tr.r wahi pana(sacred sites) antl otrlturally significanl pl:rcui on Ckovc

Fann lands. Horvever. Royd stated that during lris tenurc, he did not receive anv request tbr

cultural access specifi,,'ally- *'ithin this project area.

\A'lrile Royd's protessional responsibilities provided hirn rvilh fimthand experience regarding

Grove Fann's process for accommodaling cultural access, he did not personally obsen'e or

far-ilitate access associated rvith traditional or customary Native Ilarvaiian practices within the

project area. His testimony should therefore not be interpreted as establishing that such practices

did not or do not occur: rathcr, it documcnls thal no rcqucsls lbr such acccss wcrc brought to his

attention during the period in rvhich he managed the propertv.
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Interriew with $'an Fu

Orr Arrgust 28, 2026, a represenlutive liom Exploralion Associales Limiled (L,-A.L) intervierved

\1r. Ryan Fu. The inten,ierv rvas conducted via telephone arrd lasted one ( I ) hour and thirlv-three

(33) minutes.

Raised in Hananra'ulu lr.ft'. Ryarr Fu has strong fanrilial and conrnrunity lies to the area. Ryan ar:d

his brother Russell have spenttheir lives in Hananra'ulu and possess exlensive krowledge ofthe
area, iucludiug its history cultural landscape, and communitr'.

R-van recalled, durilrg his childhood, his father was granted access b1,the Luna (lvlanager) of
Lihu'e Plarrtalion to gdher 'opae (fresllvater shrirnp) from the irrigation ditches in the

Hanama'ulu area The gathering of 'opae u.as for family gatherings and celebrations. Ryan

sha'cd that his aunts rvould conlacl his tathcr and ask him to gathcr 'opac tbr thc occasion.

Llnlbrtruratel)', this is a praclice that the lirmily uo longer ctrntinues.

Ryan shared that he laterjoined his brotheq Russell. in raising and ranching cattle in the area.

Ryan was careful to clarily that the lease with Grove Farm was held bv Russeli's rvite, 'lracie l n,

and Ryan hinrselfrvas notthe lesisee. llrough his involvenrent in the fanrily's ranching activities,

Ryan and his children spent additional time uithin tlre aroa and fur1her developed familiaritr
rvith the land. While this experience contributes to Ryan's personal history ard place-based

farniliarity rvhh the area. he did not identif-v the ranchiug activity as a traditional or customary

\ativc Hawaiian cuhural practicc.

Known as an avid hunter. Ryan participaled in the hunting and eradicalion program facilitated b1'

thcn-Grovc Farm hopcrty lvlanagcr Body Gayagas, rvhich fbcuscd on controlling thc wild pig

population in the area. Through his participalion in the progftrm- Ryan spenl considerable tirne on

the land and developed an intirnale familiarity rrith the surrounding landscape. His involverner:t

extended beyond hunting and pig eradicatirrrr, as he alsrr assisted u'ith clearing and nraintairrirrg

trails throughout the area.

Ryan's experiences derrronstrale a lonqstanding connection to the area and suhstantial firsthand

knorvledge ofits terrain, access routes, natural environrnent, and historic'al uses. His knorvledge

is derived from having spent considerable time in the area through hunting, rvild pig eradicatiols

eftbrts, trail clearing, ranching. and other activities. Horvever. Ryan indicated that he does not

have firsthrurd knorvledge of traditional or custorniry Native Hlwaiiiur cultural pnroticer being

conducted within this pr<rjeul area. .4,ocordingly, his obsen,ations provide valuable place-bued

knou'ledge of the area but do not identifl, specific traditional or customar),Native Harvaiian

practices presentlv occurring within the proposed project area.
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Interriew with \[.ill Pavao

On September 1,2026. a representative from Expioration ^Associates Limited (EAL) inten'ierved
N{r. Will Pavao. The interv'iew u.as r'onducted via telephone and lasted sirlr'(60) mintnes.

Will Pavao rvas born and raiscd in Kalahco- Kaua'i, whcrc ranching and thc carc of livcstock
rvere a familiar part of his upbringing. Will shared that his 'ohana has longstanding tamilial and

community ties to nurching, urd frorn iur early age he rvas exposed to the respotuibilities antl

practices associated rvith raising and caring for animals. Through lhese experiences, he

developed tlnthand knou.ledge ofranching and connection to Kaua'i's broader ranching
conmrturity.

Will's t'anilial experiences also provided hiur u,ith exposure to Native Hawaiian cultural
tradition^s and thc rclationship bctrvccn cultural and 'aina (land). His latc sislcr Kumu Hula
Lcina'aia Pavao Jardinc, hcld a dccp lovc and commitnent to hula. Through hcrpractice and

perpetualion of hula Will and the Pavao 'ohana had a unique oppornmitv to witness atrd

tuuderslrnd lhe intercoune,:ted rel:rtion-ship th:rt vre:rvss logelher, 'aina, 'ohana. cultural
lurowledge, and traditional Hawaiian culttrral practices. These erperiences contributed to \ryill's

au'areness ofthe irnp,rrtance of place and the rvays in rvhich cultural practices and 'ike
(uowledge) are r'omected to sustained by the 'aina.

For the past five yeani. Will has serv'ed as Property lvlanager for C:rove Fann. Through his
prol'cssional rcsponsibilitics- hc has dcvclopcd tirslhand familiarit-v'with land-s undcr Grovc Farm

managcnlcnt. including propcrt]- conditions. land uscs, acccss routcs. ranching activitics, and thc
hroader landscape, including areas relevant 1o the proposed project.

In his capacitv ls Properly l\Iimager lbr Cirove Fium, and inforrned bv his 'ohaura's longstutding

connection to hula and Native Harvaiian cutural traditions, Will indicated thal he ha^s not

received an)- requests from cultural practitioners, lineal or cultural descendants, or other

individuals seeking aocess to the proposed project area of the purpose of exerc-ising Nalive
Hawaiian traditional and customa4, practices.
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Inteniew with Kurt Souza

\1r. Kurl Souza rvas consulted to provide intbrnration regarding his fanriliaritv rvith Harranra'ulu
and the strroundirrg projert area. Orr Septemher 2,2026, a repl'esentative frorn Exploralion
Associates Linrited (EAL) conducted an in-person inten'ierv rvith \{r Kurt Soua and his rvife
Ter:1, Souza. Krut was bom and raised in the Lihu'e. Kauai and currently lives in his childhood
horne rvith his wife.

Kurt ha*s hunlcd throughotrt Kaua'i lbr much ot'his lit'c and spcnt a considcrablc tirnc travclirg
through thc island's upland and undcvclopcd a'cas. His ycars ofhrurting havc takcn him across
viuicd lerrain, rvhere he has tnrvelcd extensively b-v- l-mt rurtl utilized old cane furul roatls, tririls,
and other estahlished access roules to reacl: interior areas.

Through these experiences. Ir,Ir. Souza has errcourrtered and become tanriliar rvith features that
reflect the historical and cultural use ofthe land, including ancient lo'i terraces. historic sites,
and arlifacts encountered or exposed along the landscape. These firsthand experiences have
provided Kurt with a practical familiarih with recognizing areas rvhere evidence of pen'ious
occupalion and land usc may bc prcscnt.

Kurt has similarlv traverced the proposed project ruea rurd surrountling kurds by f<rot, inclutling
traveling arrd accessing old cane haul roads arrd routes rvithin the lrroader area. Rased upon his
pemonal expeneuces and trhsenations while hunting and travelinEi through these lands, Kurt
state that he lras not obsened cultural sites, lo'i terraces, relics, artifacts, or other physical
evidence ofNatir-e Ilawaiian traditional or historical use within the boundaries ofthe proposed
proiect area.

Kun's observ'ations are based uporr his lirsthand familiarit"" rvith the ph-'-sical presence on the
landscapc and arc prcscntcd as part ofthc broadcr culttrral consultation. His obscrvations do nol
r:onstitrrte iur iuchaeological determinltion regarding lhe presence or ttxence of histonc
properties or crrlluriil resources.
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Inteniew wilh Kanani Kagawa

On September 4.2026. a representative from Dxploration Associates Limited (0.{L) inten'ierved
Ms. Kanani Kagawa- fornrally knou'rr as Kanani Fu. The irterv'ieu. rvas conducted in person at

her residence.

Likc rnzm-v individuals bom and raiscd on Kaua'i. Kanani spcnt tnuch of hcr litb outdoors-

dcvcloping placc-bascd knowlcdgc through sustaincd cngitgcmcnt with thc island's lands and

watcrs. Groundcd in daily crpcricnccs, carcful obscr"'ation, and t'arniliarity u'ith thc placcs whcrc

cultural aclivities occur. this knowledge reflects the intergeuerational Native Harvaiiar:

traditional practice of leaming tlrough director interaction with the nalural and cultural

envirormrent. IIer professional experiences further expanded her understanding of Kaua'i's
communities. lands resources aud the relationship that comect people to place. In her fonner
roles as an Office of Hawaiian Afairs Cornnrunit-v- Liaison. Director of Ir,Ialiarveli Poi lr'Iill, and

Courrty of Kaua'i Housirrg Director. Kanani gained experience rvorlting dir*-tly rvith cornmrtnity

nrerrrhers and navigating issues involving [and, r'esources, hortsing, and conrnrunity tvell-being.

Following her plrenls'tlivorce. Kanani spent much ol'her childhood iuttl teenitge y-ears betrveen

Anahola and Hanama'ulu. While living in Hanama'nln with her father. Donald Kagarva- she

leamed to t.ish and gather frolu the land and sea. He taught her these practices, and together they

regularly visited Ahukini l-anding. Hanama'ulu Bal'. and Kalapaki.

These activities rvere tlosely cometled to Donald's rvork ard family responsibilities, Although

he rvas hest knorvn in the conrnrunitv as an attomev, he rvas also a licerrsed cotrttnetcial

fisherman. He gathered lirnu, including linru kohu and rvawae'iole, which he sold to Rig Save

Stores. Bv accornpanying and learning l'rom her tatheq Kauatri gained firsthand exposue 1o

Iishing. gatheritg. aud the rrtilizttion ol miuine resourccs for both l)rmil;- subsistenoe irtd
economio livelihtxrd. 'lhese experiences pr:videtl Kanani wilh iur unclersl:urding ol the

rclationship bctwccn 'ohana 'aina, kai and thc rcsotrccs that sustaincd lalitics wirhin thc

cornrnunity.

.A,lthoug1r Kanani no longer personalh' galhers mariue resources, the famill''s t'orutection to

tishing continues through the nexl generation. IIer dauglrters continue to engage in fishing
practices rvith their fatheq retlecting the continuation of lishing kno*1edge and practices within
the 'ohana. Kanarri's experiences with her father together with the continttation of fishing
iu,nong her dauglrters. demonstrate an interyeneralional relatron^ship *'ith the mariue environment
:urd lhe Eansmission of knorvledge iutd pnrctices across getlerations.

Kanani described environmental chmges she has observ-ed over her lit'etime, inclttding the

disappcarancc of'Job's tcars and rvood-rosc liom arcas rvhcrc thcy wcrc oncc abundant and tltc
dcclinc of prawns in thc strcam ad-iaccnt lo hcr childrcn's homc on l:ukona Slrccl- Thc walcr

t)ow chauges informed her broader concern about the effect.s of contiuued development and land

subdivision on the land and its resourc€s. She noted thal contacted Grove Famt and Dave

Ilinazulni about tltese concenls but received no resPolrse.
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These obsen'ations also led Kanani 1o consider rvho rvill be responsible for stervarding the lands
as ortnership ofthe land use change. She understood Prirrcess Victoria Karnamalu to have
eutrusted (irove Fann with stervardship of the lancls and quesit'ioned who rvill assume that
rsponsibilitl' :ts porliotrs :ue subdivided and sokl. Kiurani emphasized the need for long-lerrn
sterriudship olthe liurd and its reriouroes and askerl horv thc land imd crrltunrl resources rvill be
protcctcd and carcd fbr through thcsc charlgcs. Shc rcqucsts that thc landowncr proyidc currcnl.
authoritative documentation sufticient to establish the landorrner's legal interest in the propee'.
including a current title report or litle commitment. the recorded deed or other instnmlent
conve.ving title. the current legal description and tax map key (TlvlK) designation, aod
documentation identifying arly recorded liens, easements- co!'ena[ts. restri!'tions. leases. or other
encrunbrance atlecting the property.

Kanani firrlher questioned rvhat criteria rvill govem fulures leases as the lands ale subdivided and
translircd to ncw laudowncrs, including whcthcr priority- will bc givcn to applicants committcd
to rcspotrsiblc lzmd usc, culnrral prcscrvation, and long-tcnn stcwardship, and whcthcr cultttral
practitioners rvill have meaningful access to continue practicing. teaching. a:Td cultivating
traditional Havi'aiian cultr.ral practices. I!{ore broadly,. she emphasized the need fbr clear
requirements and accountabiliqz rneasures to protect the land for t'r.rture generations and ensure
that its cultural sigrificance. including Nalive Ilawaiian praclices, knou.ledge, and relationships
with the land. rernains central to lease. development. and land-use decisions ratherthan being
subordinated to economic interests.

58


	2026-10-13_PC Subdivision Agenda
	D.1._2026-08-11_PC Subdivision Committee Minutes - DRAFT
	F.1.a.4._Public Testimony_2026-10-13_S-2027-1_Grove Farm Company10072026060936
	F.1.a.5._Supp #2 to Director's Report_S-2027-1_Grove Farm10072026180427

