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August 25, 2025 

Public Testimony and/or Agency comments received by the Planning Department as of August 25, 2025 
9:00 am for the August 26, 2025 Planning Commission meeting regarding the following item: 

 G.4.a. ZA-2026-1: A bill (2969) for an ordinance amending Chapter 8, Article 27 of the Kaua‘i 
County Code 1987, as amended, relating to Shoreline Setback and Coastal Protection. The 
purpose of this Ordinance is to amend the Shoreline Setback Ordinance by adding 
safeguards that protect life and property and ensure the longevity and integrity of Kauai’s 
coastal and beach resources along the shoreline = KAUAI COUNTY COUNCIL. 

 
 



The University of Hawai‘i Sea Grant College Program supports an innovative program of research, education, and extension services directed to 
the improved understanding and stewardship of coastal and marine resources of the state, region, and nation. 

Science serving Hawai‘i and the Pacific since 1968.

An Equal Opportunity Institution

MEMORANDUM

Date: August 25, 2025

To: Alisha Summers, Planner, 

Cc:

From: Coastal Land Use 

Subject: osed Bill 2969 Shoreline Setback Ordinance Amendments

Bill 2969 regarding the shoreline setback 
ordinance amendments. Please find attached my detailed comments ( . 
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Summary of Comments on 
Ruby_Pap_HISeaGrantComments_Bill2969_consolidated.pdf
Page: 4

Number: 1 Author: Ruby Pap Subject: Sticky Note Date: 8/1/2025 3:26:47 PM 
This is same as 205a except uses term coastal dune rather than sand dune. Probably doesn‘t matter.

Number: 2 Author: Ruby Pap Subject: Sticky Note Date: 8/1/2025 3:28:42 PM 
Not sure the source for this definition
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Page: 5
Number: 1 Author: Ruby Pap Subject: Sticky Note Date: 8/1/2025 3:29:49 PM 
Interesting definition, mentioning the "risk to public health, safety and property from..." HRS 205a says: "Coastal hazards means any tsunami, 
hurricane, wind, wave, storm surges, high tide, flooding, erosion, sea level rise, subsidence, or point and nonpoint source pollution."
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Page: 8
Number: 1 Author: rpap Subject: Sticky Note Date: 7/24/2025 5:13:34 PM 
This might be problematic, because dunes are already included in the definition of beach

Author: Ruby Pap Subject: Sticky Note Date: 8/1/2025 3:54:32 PM 
Do you want to say the first dune encountered mauka of the active beach?

Author: Ruby Pap Subject: Sticky Note Date: 8/1/2025 3:54:53 PM 
Do you want to add a definition for ‘berm‘ to distinguish from dune?

Author: Ruby Pap Subject: Sticky Note Date: 8/1/2025 3:56:19 PM 
The SG Coastal Real Estate guide defines berm as: a physical feature marked by an 
abrupt change in the slope of the 
beach. Can be used to describe 
a terrace formed by wave action, 
a mound, or accumulation of 
sand.
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Page: 9
Number: 1 Author: Ruby Pap Subject: Sticky Note Date: 8/4/2025 3:54:21 PM 
To be consistent with 13-222, and to distinguish it from the definition of seawall, "revetment" should be defined as: a sloping facing of stone, 
concrete, blocks or other similar material build to protect the embankment or shore against erosion by wave action or current.  

The word missing here is "sloping". See my comment on seawall definition, which is "vertical".

Number: 2 Author: Ruby Pap Subject: Sticky Note Date: 8/1/2025 3:23:11 PM 
PacIOOS should maybe be referenced here as this is where the viewer is hosted.

Number: 3 Author: Ruby Pap Subject: Sticky Note Date: 8/4/2025 3:54:41 PM 
This should probably be consistent with the OCCL administrative rules on shorelines: CH 13-222:  
Seawall means a structure with a vertical face separating land and water areas, primarily designed to prevent erosion and other damage due to 
wave action.
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Page: 14
Number: 1 Author: Ruby Pap Subject: Highlight Date: 8/4/2025 4:15:04 PM 
Amy?

Number: 2 Author: Ruby Pap Subject: Sticky Note Date: 8/4/2025 4:34:16 PM 
the Kaua‘i Coastal Erosion Study is intented to apply to all sandy beaches, so if it indeed does apply to all sandy beaches, then they would be 
covered by this provision. However, would it be easier to say "at sites having sand beaches", consistent with HRS 205a? I suppose there may be 
some beaches that are lost over time and you wouldn‘t want them to suddenly be out? Perhaps this could be edited to say..."subject to the Kaua‘i 
Coastal Erosion Study, including sandy beaches..."

Author: Ruby Pap Subject: Sticky Note Date: 8/4/2025 4:22:13 PM 
Would "temporary" sand bag revetments be allowed here?

Number: 3 Author: rpap Subject: Sticky Note Date: 7/24/2025 5:25:43 PM 
jurisdiction question? consistency with state law?
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Page: 16
Number: 1 Author: Ruby Pap Subject: Sticky Note Date: 8/4/2025 4:39:04 PM 
This looks good to me! Should it go in Sec 8-27.8?
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Page: 18
Number: 1 Author: Ruby Pap Subject: Sticky Note Date: 8/4/2025 4:41:16 PM 
As shown in the SLR-XA data or do you want to leave it open?
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Page: 27
Number: 1 Author: Ruby Pap Subject: Sticky Note Date: 8/4/2025 5:00:27 PM 
do you want to use the word ‘repair‘ here to be consistent with the other changes?
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